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PREFACE. 



The following Lectures, first delivered from the pulpit^ 
have already appeared in weekly numbers and monthly 
parts, the original design of their issue being to supply 
each week a subject for meditation, which, while offering 
materials of spiritual thought to a certain extent complete 
in themselves, might, at the same time, lead the reader, 
step by step, through the inspired volume, so as to pre- 
serve and elucidate the wondrous harmony of the plan by 
which the All-seeing has been conducting the human race 
from the fall up to the full consummation of His gracious 
purposes in the Son of His love, for the recovery of a lost 
world. 

The character and design of the work were thus stated 
in the prospectus announcing its publication :— 

" The leading idea of these Lectures has been, that the recovery of man 
and his world, by Jesus Christ, from sin and ruin, is the grand principle 
on which the history of the world, and of all God's dealings with His 
earthly creatures from the first, is to be elucidated, and therefore, that the 
Redeemer and His coming, sufferings, and glory, are to be traced with 
growing TiTidness at eyery step of man's career, f^om the Fall to the First 
Advent. 

" The objects aimed at have been to prove the perfect harmony of all 
parts of the Divine Word with each other, and with Jesus Christ, their 
centre and subject ; to unsheath the sword of the Spirit against In&d«li.t^« 
Bocinianism, and Popery; to deal familiarl^f and ptao\ic«2)\^ N«VCkvN^« x&5»x 
obriout tins And BhortcomiJigs of our day «ikd co\kulx]| \ X.o ^^"h vi^.VA »^^ 
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enforce the cause of Chrlfltian union, and to sustain the social and relative 
duties; to bring God's ordinary proTidence— national, social and indivi- 
dual—to the light of past experience, and to aim at the best interpretation 
of the signs of the times in which we live ; and, finally, to discover some 
indications of Christ's coming and kingdom, by comparing the manifestly 
typical features of past Divine interpositions in human afi'airs, with the 
extraordiaary events amidst which our lot is cast." 

The present is the first quarterly part of the series. 
It contains thirteen Lectures, and from this my fellow- 
Christians will be able to form some judgment as to the 
execution of the plan which I proposed to myself— they 
will be able to decide whether the work should be en- 
couraged, abandoned, or transferred to abler hands. To 
" the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world" be 
all the glory of the undertaking and of its success. What- 
ever be the issue, I shall rejoice if attention is directed to 
the leading idea which I have endeavoured to illustrate- 
that " the testimony of Jesus** is the spirit of all revela- 
tion, and of all providence. 

SAMUEL ABRAHAM WALKER. 

Asimonir, Fcbruarj, 1852. 
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LECTURE I. 



ADAM. 

MAN AS HE WAS AND SHALL BE. 



*' And God said. Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness : and let them have dominion over the 
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the ea/rth, and over every 
creeping thing thai creepeth upon the earth" — Gen. 
i. 26. 

" And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life ; and man became a living souV* — Gen. ii. 7. 

Wb have a fearful interest in the history of Adam-* 
the first man who inhabited this earth after its crea- 
tion. That history includes the history of the whole 
human race^^of the earth which so many successive 
generations of men have trodden, from which they 
have sprung, and to which they have returned, and 
out of which they have all laboured to draw supplies 
of present enjoyment and future good — of sin and its 
curse — of Christianity, with all its prospective glories 
to God and blessings to man — of eternity, with its 
momentous provisions of happiness or woe. Adam's 
history is a key to human thought, feelings, affections, 
motives — to the varied features of earth and condi- 
tions of the human family in all ages — to the dealings 
of the All wise with His intelligent creatures— to the 
sroanings and travailings of all living things here 
below — and to the hopes, prospects, and expectations 
by which the tide of man's history has been kept 
in never ceasing ebb and flow from the creation, tic^ 
the present time. Numeious aivd cota^t^^Y^wq^ -ex^ 
the subjectB of enquiry and reflectVoxv exD^ox^i^i^^ya'^'^ 
apparently brief account wbich tXie B'vVAe w^vs^'^^ "^^ 
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U8 of the first man. Among them we may select the 
following : — 
I. — His Cbeation, which, we observe, was — 

1. A deliberative act, exercisine invention, skill, 
labour. The triune Jehovah said, '*Let us make 
man" — all other objects were produced with a word, 
*'Let it be" audit was; but man, the noblest and 
the last of creation*s works, and for whom all others 
were prepared, is artistically moulded into form and 
feature '* after the image of Him who created him," 
Col. iii. 10. A pause seems to occur in the process 
of creation, during which the Omnipotent is repre- 
sented as exercising speech and thought upon the 
greatest effort of creative power and wisdom yet to be 
made, and this, by design, to assist man in his calcu- 
lation of the dignity of his exalted nature. 

2. Out of the dust of the earth ; and hence his name 
Adam, that is, earthy — ^^ the first man is of the earth, 
earthy," 1 Cor. xv. 47. And this it would have 
been his wisdom to remember that he might ascribe 
his value, not to his materials, but to his workman- 
ship ; and hence all the glory of his being to his Al- 
mighty architect, fiut because he and his posterity 
have been induced to forget this, they return to dust, 
and a new Adam, *'the Lord from heaven," has been 
substituted for him, who, with his spiritual offspring, 
the subjects of a new creation, are rescued from the 
dust by the glory of the Father, and shall shine forth 
as the sun for ever in His glorious kingdom. 

3* In God's likeness. As a viceroy is assimilated 
in an inferior degree to the monarch whom he repre- 
sents, so Adam, earth's supreme ruler under God, 
was created after His image, in righteousness and true 
holiness, Eph. iv. 24 ; in knowledge. Col. iii. 10 ; in 
uprightness, Eccl. vii. 29 ; in every moral and intel- 
lectual quality, by which he might reflect the divine 
character, and prove a delight to Him who made, en- 
dowed, and blessed him for Himself, Prov. viii. 31. 
II. — His BECEiviNG THE BREATH OP LIFE. Observe : 
1. Man received his life immediately from God 
Himself, who breathed it into his nostrils. '* The 
Spirit of God made him, and the breath of the Al- 
mighty gave him life," Job xxxiii. 4. He was thus 
tou^ht how valuable that life was, being directly from. 
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Jehovah Himself — ^no such distinction being put on 
the beasts that perish. He was also reminded that, as 
he lived by the exercise of God*s power and love, so 
he should live for the promotion of all God's designs ; 
and as the Lord who gave could also take away — as 
He who made alive could kill, Deut. xxxii. 39 — ^he 
must ever labour for that close intimacy between the 
Giver and the receiver, on which his continued ex- 
istence depended, see Job xii. 10, Acts xyii. 28. 

2. Man became a living soul ; by which we are to 
understand that man was distinguished from the 
beasts, not only by the excellence, but by the dura- 
tion of the life imparted to him from the supreme 
fountain. In continued union with God, he would 
have lived for ever. The life which he received was 
eternal life, conditional on his abiding in his Creator, 
and thus enjoying the advantage of ceaseless com- 
munication with Him who is the vital principle of all 
creation. It was intended that man should live in 
God, and God in him ; and upon this his continuance 
in being depended. To prove the fact, the creature 
was permitted to sever the connection, and immedi- 
ately he withered and died. Jesus has come to repair 
the broken tie, and life, eternal life, is necessarily the 
result. Thus Jesus is now the life — the only life of 
man. Without Him, reader, as you are cut off from 
God and from life by the fall, you must remain a 
severed, a withered, and burning branch for ever. 

III. — His LOCATION IN Eden. As wc have in 
Adam a specimen of unfallen humanity, so the Spirit 
invites our attention to a sample of a world without 
sin and the curse, in the garden prepared for his re- 
ception. It was a place of delights, affording to the 
man every gratification of his newborn senses, and 
satisfying (lim of the love, wisdom, and power of his 
Creator. Moreover, the tree of life in the midst of 
the garden daily renewed his energies, freshened all 
his pleasurable feelings, and sustained the bloom of 
his youth. Above all, God was with him, and gave 
him constant tokens of His Fatherly affection, sup- 
plying his mind and heart with continually increasing 
subjects of admiration, gratitude, and joy. We are 
invited to contemplate — 

I. His occupation. To "dretwtVife ^uit^'^XL ^1'^^^'^ 
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and to keep it," verse 15. Idleness formed no part 
of the happiness iivhich a wise Creator had allotted to 
His intelligent creature. It was in the use of the 
faculties with which he was endowed that the pleasure 
to he derived from them was to consist. God Him- 
self finds His happiness in the exercise of His glorious 
attributes; and man was created after His likeness in 
thisiespect as in others. The occupations of Eden 
were such as ministered to the healthy development 
of his powers of mind and body, without weariness or 
pain, and they teach us that if a life of idleness be now 
considered, as it often is, man's supreme enjoyment, 
it is only because that, in this case, as in all others, 
man, in his fallen presumption, affects to be wiser than 
his Maker, and would invent for himself a heaven 
neither suited to his own nature nor to the mind of 
the Allwise. That exertion now produces lassitude 
and suffering is owing to the curse ; but that curse is 
BO less attached to indolence and inactivity, while an 
additional condemnation must rest upon the violation 
of the law of labour operative even in paradise. Our 
beloved Redeemer never rested from toil — ^He felt 
that He must ever '^ be about His Father's business,'" 
Luke ii. 49; and His meat was '^ to finish the work 
which He had given Him to do," John iv. 34, xvii. 4. 
2. His provision. Man's heavenly Father knew 
what he had need of; for he had created him subject 
to physical appetites, and for each of these He pro- 
vided an appropriate supply. The body is more than 
meat ; but meat is indispensable to the sustenance 
and health of the body. Accordingly, the Lord God 
caused to grow in Eden *' every tree that is pleasant 
to the eye and good for food," verse 9, and told Adam 
that he mi^ht freely partake of them, with one excep- 
tion, to which we shall by and bye refer. Thus it is 
manifest that God created man to seek and to find 
enjoyment. Although He had made him capable of 
suffering, it was not His will that he should suffer. 
His liability to feel want was intended only to impel him 
instinctively to seek gratification, and as the means of 
gratification were abundantly afforded, it is manifest 
that man's necessities were from the first intended as 
God's opportunities of exercising love and conferring 
favour. And so it should be now ; but man is not in 
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Eden, and God is not his acknowledged provider. He 
chose self-dependence, and was driven into a wilder- 
ness world to test his own resources. How can we 
complain, then, of appetites without gratification, or 
wants without suppler ? We wearied of the £den 
covenant, and demanded to be our own providers, with 
a fair field for the exercise of our skill ; and if our 
expectations have been disappointed, and our schemes 
have failed, who is to blame ? The piercing cry of 
hunger, or the pining wretchedness of physical desti- 
tution, would have been for ever unknown, had the 
Eden state of earth continued, that is, if man had not 
daringly ventured to experiment on himself and his 
world, but had been content to let God develope the 
resources of His infinite wisdom and benevolence ; 
but he has '* changed the ordinance, broken the cove- 
nant/' Isaiah xxiv. 5, and must not be surprised if, of 
the thorns which his sin and folly have caused to 
spring up, he cannot gather figs ; nor of the bramble 
bush he can gather grapes, Luke vi. 44, see Gen. iii. 
18. He must look for the reversal of his own de- 
cision — a restoration to the Eden state of mind and 
condition which he once enjoyed, acknowledging that 
his project has failed — that the wisdom of the serpent 
is foolishness — and that as he was created for God, so 
in Him alone he has dignity and delight. Blessed be 
Jehovah, the opportunity is provided ; a new Adam to 
bring us to God and to paradise, is appointed in the 
place of him who led us away. He is in the Father 
and in the midst of the throne, and all His spiritual 
children are there also in Him. He now offers to 
'* raise up the poor out of the dust, and to lift up the 
beggar from the dunghill, to set them among princes, 
and to make them inherit the throne of glory," 1 Sara, 
ii. 8. His reign will be an everlasting feasti Isaiah 
XXV. 6, Mat. xxii. 4, and the happy occupants of His 
kingdom shall *' hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more," Rev. vii. 16. It will be paradise restored 
with its tree of life, feeding, satisfying, healing, and 
eternally quickening the children of the new creation, 
Bev. xxii. 2, 

3. The exercise of his moral faculties. All orders 
and species of created things were mad^ \.o \vK\\a ^ 
certain points of contact, whereiu tVi^^ «i^\. ^^^ -^e^'^^ 
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found to correspond — thus, animals, vegetables, and 
minerals, are found linked together by some member 
of each family, partaking of a double nature, which 
places it either in the higher or lower scale of being ; 
but man was placed at the head of all, and he, by his 
complex nature, was brought into contact with God 
Himself, and again claimed kindred with the inferior 
animals. The mutual association which other creatures 
were compelled to preserve by immutable laws, man 
was taught to recognise and approve by the exer- 
cise of his reason, that noble faculty by which 
he is raised supereminently above all other ranks 
and orders of earthly creatures ; and, seeing the 
wisdom and expediency of the arrangement which had 
been made, to give to its promotion all the sup- 
port of his high position and superior intelligence. 
But his first step in this direction must be to recognise 
his own subordination to the great Creator of all— to 
be subject in all things to Him was the first law of his 
being, and his highest philosophy ; and to exercise him 
in that great attainment, his gracious Father set him a 
law, simple in its form, suitable to his condition, and of 
direct obligation, and one that appeared under his cir- 
cumstances easy of fulfilment. Obedience to this law 
required the developement of his moral faculties, which 
otherwise would have been without object and without 
exercise : so that as often as his eye rested on the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, bis soul was sacra- 
mentally fed with the word of God, information of 
himself, his relation, circumstances, prosperity, obli- 
gations, a sense of the value of life and its dependence 
on the breath of the Living One, a consciousness of 
his liability to die and be cut off from God, and a 
grateful acknowledgement of the Divine beneficence, 
in the exhaustless provision which had been made for 
his intellectual and physical enjoyment. To preserve 
these blessings he knew what he must do, and thus his 
mind was exercised with reflections on the character 
and authority of his God, his own position and its ad- 
vantages, and the duties which devolved on him as a 
subordinate and responsible creature. Man now was 
under the law with every motive to obedience, and 
could he have persevered therein, he would have been 
without sin, but he would also have been without 
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Christ. " But all things were created for and by the Son 
of Grod," Col. i. 16 ; and the exercise of man^s moral 
faculties did not preserve him in the hour of trial, 
because ** God would be glorified only through Christ 
Jesus," John xiii. 31, 1 Pet. iv. II. 

IV. — His ViCB-KOYALTY. Placed by his mental 
superiority at the head of all created things, man re. 
ceived a direct commission from his Maker to exercise 
** dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl 
of the air, and over every living thing that moveth 
upon the earth." Observe — 

1 . The person who was to rule : Adam, the first 
man, and as in immediate connection with this high 
appointment, he received the command — " Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and replenish the earth," there can be 
no doubt but that, had Adam continued sinless, and 
become the progenitor of a sinless posterity, he would 
have held sway over all his descendants, and been ac- 
knowledged as the representative of God in every age; 
and to this end his Creator would have richly endowed 
him with all the qualifications necessary for his exalted 
and responsible office. He would not only have 
'* crowned him with glory and honour," Psalm viii. 5, 
but also with wisdom, righteousness, might, &c. But it 
was not to be. One far more exalted and excellent, 
even the God- man, was to supersede him, and by His 
oneness with the Father bring humanity into still closer 
relation with deity, and to a state of still higher moral 
and physical perfection. All the redeemed shall ac- 
knowledge Flis righteous sceptre, and exult in His 
elevation to the supreme authority, because He is one 
with them, and they with Him ; and He, partaker of 
their fiesh and blood, shall never be ashamed to call 
them brethren, Heb, ii. 11, 14. 

2. The extent of his dominion. Eden just now 
and its occupants, as a sample of the vast territory to 
be afterwards submitted to his sway. '*Thou," says 
the Psalmist, *' madest him to have dominion over the 
works of thy hands ; thou hast put all things under 
his feet : all sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of 
the field ; the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the sea." 
Psalm viii. 6—8. Unfallen Adam, therefore, would 
have been the acknowledged ruler, uud^t ^^Vvon^^^*^ 
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the earth and its inhabitants ; but having forfeited the 
throne of the world, *' the second man, the Lord from 
heaven,*' 1 Cor. xv, 47, has succeeded to his exalted 
office — first, as the Son of God, and secondly, as the 
first-born of every creature, or of the whole (new) 
creation. Col. i. 15. To Him the Father addresses 
Himself when He says, *' Ask of me and I shall give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for thy possession," Ps. ii. 8 ; 
and we cannot doubt that it is in His character of se- 
cond Adam, or our new progenitor, that He has re- 
ceived this grant, forfeited by the disaffection of the 
first to the Majesty of heaven. 

Satan was well aware of this investiture when he 
offered our Lord " the kingdoms of the world and 
the glory of them," on condition of His "falling 
down and worshipping him," Mat. iv. 8, 9 ; and from 
the nature of the temptation — the peculiar time of 
Satan's assault — when Christ was just entering on His 
work — and, moreover, the pretensions of Him to whom 
the offer of universal dominion was so presumptuously 
made, we cannot doubt that the object of the tempter 
was to deal with the second Adam as he had already 
done with the first, that is, to degrade Him from the 
sovereignty to which He was entitled, and to transfer 
it to himself, so that, instead of the earth being man's 
inheritance, it might become and remain " the habi- 
tation of devils and the hold of every foul spirit," Rev. 
xviii. 2. But blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
our Prince withstood the foul fiend ; and though 
knowing that He must pass through sufferings, shame, 
and death, on His way to the crown, He did not hesi- 
tate to reject, with indignation, the insidious proposal 
of immediate dominion, at the expense of our con- 
tinued severance from life and God. But this could 
not be : Satan might induce a mere earthly head to 
betray his trust and disinherit his posterity ; but he 
could not sever the tie that existed firom all eternity 
between the Lord our Righteousness and the objects 
of His love and sympathy to the remotest period of 
time, see John x. 28, 29, Romans viit. 38, 39. 
V, — His Marriage, which includes — 
1. The cause of it in the mind of his Creator. •* It 
is not good that man should be alone;" and this both 

10 
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from the dispositions with which he was endowed, 
and from the position which he occupied. God cre- 
ated man a companionable creature, prepared to con- 
tribute to, and to enjoy, the pleasures of social inter- 
course. In this view, therefore, it was not good for 
him to continue a solitary being without any creature 
of his own kind to interchange sentiments and reci- 
procate love. He was endowed with the powers of 
speech, evidently for the purpose of communicating 
thought ; but of what use would that endowment be, 
if he continued to associate only with creatures with- 
out reason, which could not know the things of a man, 
not having man's spirit, 1 Cor. ii. 11, and being, more- 
over, unable to reply ? A capacity to love his species 
was implanted in his breast; but when he looked 
around for one like himself to be its object, his eye 
rested on vacancy, and his heart was desolate. Thus 
God wisely and graciously made man necessary to 
man, and condemned the fatal blunder of those who 
seek a voluntary exile from their fellow men in wilds 
and solitudes, that they may rear the most acceptable 
altar to a God of love. 

Adam's position likewise demanded human fellow- 
ship. He was a patriarch and a sovereign — both 
characters implying relationship to beings like himself. 
The blessing of fruitfulness had been pronounced upon 
him, and to withhold this blessing from him was not 
good, and was not intended. Earth was made for man, 
and must be occupied by its legitimate proprietors — 
beings created in God's image, and capable, not only 
of comprehending Him in His works of wisdom and 
benevolence, but also of exciting in each other feel- 
ings of holy gratitude and joy at the contemplation of 
the exhaustless beauties and wonders that a teeming 
world presented to their view. The great Creator of 
all demanded that millions of eyes should behold His 
handiwork — millions of hearts should throb with 
grateful emotion — and millions of tongues should sing 
His praise. We may believe, moreover, that the 
planting of Eden was only a temporary arrangement, 
to provide, as it were, a nursery for the human family ; 
but man was to " replenish the eartli, and to subdue 
it." He was to outgrow his cradle, and **&\}t^^'i^ 
abroad to the west and to the eaal, \.o \X\^ xic>\>Jci «cw^ 

vs. 
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to the south/' see Genesis xxviii. 14. It was not 
good, therefore, in the sight of the All-seeing, that this 
temporary arrangement should continue a moment 
heyond its prescribed limit : the garden fence must 
soon disappear — the favoured spot of man's birth and 
training must resign its exclusive pretensions — and 
the whole earth be acknowledged as man*s paradise 
and *' the garden of the Lord," 

These results have not yet been achieved ; men 
has multiplied in the earth, but the earth has not been 
absorbed into Eden ; the praises of Jehovah have not 
kept pace with the multiplication of eyes, of hearts, 
and of tongues — men do not improve their social ad- 
vantages to the edification of each other, and the glory 
of their common Creator ; and feelings and words of 
hatred and ill.will are much more general among the 
children of Adam than those of affection and kindness. 
It would almost appear that it was better for man to 
have remained alone than to multiply his species with 
such prospects for the world and for God in view. 
But the All wise is not defeated — His objects will be 
accomplished, but in His own way. He knew that the 
first man would fail, but He had in reserve a second 
man ready to take his place and carry out the original 
plan. He has appeared in the world which He is to 
restore to its Creator and His acknowledged children ; 
and, having taken the first and most important steps 
towards that end, and set the machinery in motion 
whereby it is to be accomplished, He has returned to 
His Father to await the dawn of the new creation over 
which He is especially to preside ; and as it was not 
good for the first Adam to be alone, neither is it good, 
according to the Divine decree, that the second 
should enjoy a solitary state of exaltation and glory. 
From all eternity it was predestined that he should be 
*' the first-born among many brethren," Rom. viii. 29, 
and to effect this, He tells us Himself it was necessary 
for Him to submit to crucifixion and death. ** Except," 
He says, ''a corn of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it abideth alone ; but if it die, it bringeth forth 
much fruit/' John xii. 24, by which, from the simple 
emblem of a grain of com, which, unless cast into the 
ground, will not germinate. He illustrates the necessity 
of His own death, burial, and resurrection, that He 
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** might bring many sons unto glory," Heb. ii. 10, and, 
of course, by ihe same process ; He being the first- 
fruits of them that slept, and not only enhancing but 
characterizing the general harvest. 

The same reasons that rendered society necessary 
to 'the first Adam, will be found to operate in a 
higher degree towards the demand for a new race 
of men in the likeness of the second- It was because 
of the love which the Son of God bore to our race that 
He submitted to tabernacle in ^* sinful flesh,*' that 
'* for sin he might condemn sin in the flesh,*' Horn, 
viii. 3, and purchase unto Himself a peculiar people, 
conformed to His likeness, enjoying and reciprocating 
His love. There was in His bosom a fountain of Di- 
vine afifection, struggling to pour itself forth into the 
hearts of the sons of men, and often, since the fall, did 
the Beneficent Friend of humanity long to woo the 
long-lost exiles back to holiness and love — " often 
would He have gathered them together as a hen ga- 
thers her chickens under her wings, but they would 
not," Matt, xxiii. 37. He was, however, to ** see His 
seed." "The pleasure of the Lord was to prosper in 
His hand, Isa. liii. 10, and those whom the Father had 
given Him, were to be with Him where He was, en- 
joying the happy exercise of those heavenly attributes 
with which He was endowed in peculiar relation to 
them. 

For Him a new heaven and a new earth shall be 
called forth from the grave of the present sinblighted 
world. Jehovah will, in His own good time, make 
the " wilderness like Eden, and the desert like the 
garden of the Lord," Isaiah 11. 3; and then the new 
Adam shall step forth to take possession of His in- 
heritance, but not alone. His name is Immanuel, 
God with us, which indicates that where He is, there 
also a people prepared for Him shall be, see Bev. 
xxi. 3, to behold His glory, John xvii. 24, and to re- 
flect His image, 1 John iii. 2. " A great multitude, 
which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, shall stand before His 
throne," Bev. vii. 9, and sing in everlasting chorus 
the glories of His kingdom, and the wonders of His 
love. *' His dominion shall be an everlasting d<^m\- 
nion, which shall not pass away, B^iid ^\a Vvci^^a^^ 
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that which shall not be destroyed," Daniel vii. 14, 
and His new-born people shall for ever ** dwell in a 
peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in 
quiet resting places," Isaiah xxxii. 18. 0, my friends, 
who would not exchange such a sin-poUuted world as 
this, where " man is born to sorrow as the sparks fly 
upward," Job v. 7, for God's holy city, where ** there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither any more pain ; for the former things (includ- 
ing sin and the curse) are passed away ?" Rev. xxi. 4. 

2. Its accomplishment. God having pronounced it 
not good for man to be alone, immediately adds: '* I will 
make an help meet for him." In the margin of your 
Bibles you will see that the word translated '* meet," is 
rendered ** as before him," and this has been variously 
explained. The original word signifies *' indicating, de. 
daring, making known," and adverbially, '* before, in 
the presence of," from which we may collect, that the 
being now to be created, was to be a companion — one 
like the man — reflecting, as it were, his image — ^the 
delight of his eyes — and one ready to love, serve, and 
attend at his call. Such was the M'ife intended for the 
first man ; and, from hence, all wives may collect 
what God expects them to do — chiefly to submit them- 
selves to their own husbands, as unto the Lord," Eph. 
ii. 22 ; " for," adds Paul to Timothy, ** Adam was 
first formed, then Eve," 1 Tim. ii. 13. 

The " help meet for man " was thus formed : — 
" The Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept ; and He took one of his 
ribs and closed up the flesh instead thereof; and the 
rib which the Lord God had taken from man made 
He a woman, and brought her unto the man. And 
Adam said, this is now bone of my bones, and flesh of 
my flesh. She shall be called woman, because she 
was taken out of man. Therefore shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, 
and they shall be one flesh." Gen. ii. 21 — 24. We 
learn from these particulars, that — 

(1.) God is the author of marriage. He has de- 
clared a state of celibacy, under ordinary circum- 
stances, inferior to the married state ; but as He se- 
lected for Adam his future companion, no union can 
he expected to secure happiness to the parties forming 

u 
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it, if it is not formed **iii the Lord," 1 Cor. vii. 39, 
that is, with His sanction and blessing, sought and 
obtained. 

(2.) Woman was taken out of man, and, therefore, 
the wife should in every thing identify herself with her 
husband, believing that they can have no separate 
interests. She was created for him, not he for her. 
She must, therefore, consider it her primary earthly 
object to promote his happiness. 

(3.) Woman was taken from man's side, probably 
to represent that her place is always next his heart — 
the closest to him of all beings — in sickness and in 
health — in sorrow and in joy — in poverty and in 
wealth. She was *^ not made out of his head to top 
him — not out of his feet to be trampled upon by him ; 
but out of his side to be equal with him — under his 
arm to be protected, and near his heart to be 
beloved.*'* 

(4.) God brought the woman to the man, and gave 
her to him in marriage. A faithful wife is 6od*8 
gift, and should be prized accordingly. She is one 
of those gifts for which we must give account. Mar- 
riage is the end of woman's creation ; and that system 
of religion which would induce her to despise or vio- 
late the law of her being is not of God. Conventual 
mortification is a sacrificing to devils, and not to God. 

(5.) Adam devoutly and intelligently recognised 
the matrimonial tie — ** This is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh," and draws this inference : 
''Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall 
be one flesh," which our Lord confirms, adding : 
** Wherefore, they are no more twain, but one flesh," 
Mat. xix. 6 — a powerful argument in favour of that 
entire concurrence in judgement, in plans, and under- 
takings, which married persons should cultivate with 
all assiduity — the wife remembering, that as she de- 
rives her being from man, and was made like him 
and for him, it is more becoming, in the sight of God 
and man, that she should conform her opinions and 
purposes to his, than that she should exact from him 
conformity in those things to her — the neglect or 
rejection of this rule will be found the source of moat 
of the dissentions that embitter mamed M^ — ^^A >&^fe 

* Matthew Henry, ^ 
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husband proving, by unreserved confidence and atted'. 
tion to the interests and feelings of his wife, that she 
holds the first place in his heart and in his house. 

(6.) Adam gave his name to his wife. '' She shall 
be called Isha (marginal reading), because she was 
taken out of Ish (man), A good name being one of a 
man's highest earthly endowments, see Prov. xxii. 1, 
the husband is thus represented as putting his honour 
in his wife's keepings and she should ever consider it 
a most sacred deposit. This consideration should be 
well weighed by men before deciding on a partner for 
life. A name handed down unsullied through many 
generations has not unfrequently been branded with 
shame through the misconduct of some worthless 
woman, on whom, in an evil hour, it has been con- 
ferred. On the other hand, it has often fallen to the 
lot of a godly wife and mother to render a family name 
illustrious, either in her own person or that of her 
sons. The difference in termination marking the sex, 
may suggest to wives the expediency of always re- 
membering that they are the weaker vessels, and must 
never intrude into the male department, or attempt 
to usurp authority over the man, 1 Tim. ii. 12. 

The determination of Jehovah to provide a partner 
for the first Adam, and the manner in which it was 
carried out, would suggest the Gospel scheme, even if 
the analogy had not been plainly asserted in the New 
Testament The apostle Paul refers to marriage and 
its obligations as " a great mystery," and adds, ** But 
I speak concerning Christ and His church," Eph. v. 
32. We are, therefore, led to believe that the marriage 
of Adam and Eve was intended as an allegorical re- 
presentation of the eternal union between the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His redeemed people, and while we 
trace the lines of parallelism between the two cases, 
we discover a testimony to the foreknowledge of God, 
and to the authenticity of the book of Genesis, which 
all the ingenuity of the infidel cannot shake, and 
which is calculated to render the believer invulner- 
able in the presence of the bitterest enemies of his 
Bible and his God. 

To present the points of coincidence between Adam's 
union with Eve and *' the marriage of the Lamb/' 
Rpv. xix. 7, as clearly as we can, let us consider-*- 
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1. The deep sleep into which, by Divine arrange- 
ment, Adam was cast, the object of which, we cannot 
suppose, was lo enable the Omnipotent to operate 
upon Adam without discovery or pain, for Adam was 
afterwards quite aware of the process by which a com- 
panion was obtained lor him, and as pain is the effect 
of sin, we should not look for any in the present case, 
when sin had not come into the world. Adam's deep 
sleep was typical of the death of Jesus, which was the 
birth of His spouse, the Church. He died that we 
might live ; and 0, what a deep sleep was that to Him 
who thus ** tasted death for every man,'* Heb. ii. 9, 
** who being delivered by the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God, was crucified and slain," Acts 
ii. 23, '*for the sins of the whole world,'* 1 John ii. 2. 
As the corn of wheat, by dying, brings forth much 
fruit, John xii. 24, so our Adam, by his sleep of 
death, brought forth his Church, composed of the 
millions of believers who shall be gathered unto Him 
until the end of all things ; and we know that if He 
bad not died and risen we should have remained in 
our sins, and in separation from God for ever. 

2. God opened Adam's side and took therefrom 
the material out of which Eve was formed. An im- 
portant incident that occurred as Jesus hung upon the 
cross, at once calls this fact to our remembrance, and 
teaches lis that it was symbolical of a most precious 
truth connected with our hopes in Him. It is writ- 
ten that the Roman soldiers who guarded the cross of 
Jesus and of the two malefactors crucified with Him, 
were ordered to break the legs of the three sufferers, 
as was the custom, to ensure their death ; but that, on 
coming to Jesus, and being satisfied that He was 
really dead, they brake not his legs (of whom it was 
said, ** a bone of Him shall not be broken," John 
xix. 36.) ; but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced 
His side, and forthwith came there out blood and 
water," John xix. 34. This the inspired narrator con- 
siders to be a fact of the iitmost importance ; for he 
assures us that it is recorded by an eye-witness, and is 
offered to us as a special object of faith ; and surely 
it is significant of the process by which the sacrifice 
of Christ is applied to those for whom it wa% csfet^^. 
The shedding of His blood was iVie i^o^taewX. o^ ovxx 
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penalty due to the righteousness of God, and, accepted 
by faith, is the justification of the sinner, Bom. v. 1 ; 
and as water is the emblem constantly employed in 
Scripture to signify the influences of the Holy Spirit, 
more especially by our Lord himself, see for example 
John vii. 38, 39, and it is through Him that the Spirit 
is given to God's children, there can be no difficulty in 
discovering the meaning of the water that issued with 
the blood from the wounded side of the Saviour, nor of 
its being associated, though not mingled, with the blood. 
As the latter represents the justification of the believer, 
so the former symbolizes his sanctification ; and these 
two, justification and sanctification, must ever be as- 
sociated, though never confounded, see 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
It is upon these two precious endowments, both emanat- 
ing from the heart of Jesus, that the recovery of sinners 
to God is founded, and out of these the Church or 
spouse of Christ is formed, which is thus represented 
as taken out of the side of our second Adam while He 
slept the sleep of death, by which it is written. He 
gave Himself for the Church, ** that He might sanctify 
and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 
that He might present it to Himself a glorious Church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish," Eph. v. 
26, 27, see 2 Cor. xi. 2. 

3. When Adam awoke from his deep sleep, he 
found himself completely healed, the breach in his 
side was closed up, and his future happiness secured 
without any trace being left of the process by which 
the work was accomplished : and thus the resurrection 
of Jesus was the top stone of the glorious edifice of 
Divine love and human regeneration, which He had 
undertaken to construct. Before He had submitted 
to pay our penalty. He " saw of the travail of His soul 
and was satisfied," Isa. liii. 11 ; and **for the joy that 
was set before Him," in our recovery, ** He endured 
the cross, despising the shame," Heb. xii 2. How, 
then, must He have felt when, snapping asunder the 
cords of death, He arose triumphantly from the tomb 
with a full consciousness that the redemption work 
was done— the redemption sorrow past I The price 
was paid — the purchase effected — atvd \)ae Adtv^^ vjow, 
never to be ^separated from thatVieatl viVucVi ^^.n^Xv^t 
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birth. No pang shall again visit that heart — no wound 
shall be made in that loving bosom — every breach is 
for ever healed — ** old things are passed away, and 
behold all things are become new," 2 Cor. v. 17. 

4. Jehovah, having formed the woman, brought 
her to Adam as his future wife — the companion of his 
paradise; and thus is the Church, composed of all 
true believers, *' presented as a chaste virgin to 
Christ," 2 Cor. xi. 2. " Thine," says Jesus to His 
Father, " they were, and thou gavest them me," John 
xvii. 6. ; and to this the Psalmist refers when he de- 
clares, '* The King's daughter is all glorious within : 
her clothing is of wrought gold. She shall be brought 
unto the King in raiment of needlework," Ps. xlv. 1 3, 
14. Our Lord himself assures us that *'no man can 
come to Him except the Father, which hath sent Him, 
draw him," John vi. 44, and thus the Church is 
formed by the Father in Christ ; and, when completed 
by the accession of all the newly created children of 
God, is presented to the Son as the ever-living com- 
panion of His glory. Observe, we must be brought 
unto Christ as those who derive their life from Him, 
and seek their eternal happiness in His society. 

5. Adam accepted his wife at God's hands, and pro- 
nounced her perfect identity with himself. He also 
declared that her name should ever be significant of 
her origin, and her oneness with him. We rejoice 
here to remember our Lord's assurance, **A11 that 
the Father giveth me shall come to me, and him that 
Cometh to me I will in no wise cast out," John vi. 37, 
He knows them that are His, and when He comes 
again He will receive them unto Himself, John xiv. 3. 
They are declared to be members of His body, of His 
flesh, and of His bones," Eph. v. 30; and they are told 
that when He comes again He will change their vile bo- 
dies, that they may be like unto his glorious body, Phil, 
iii. 21. Thus will the bride be one with the bridegroom 
from whom she receives her being, Col. iii. 4 — to whose 
image she is, by eternal counsel, conformed. Bom. viii. 
29, and for whom she has been created. Col. i. 16, and 
upon her He confers His " new name," the aig^ivwi^^^'aS. 
of an eternal betrothment, see Rev. \\. \7 .', \\\. V3L* 

6. Adam, in asserting the obligatioti oi Vke T!a».xTv^%^ 
covenant^'^ Tberefoie shall a man \eaNe \i\& ^^^^^ 
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and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife"-* most 
touchingly expresses the character and the extent of 
the love which Jesus entertained for perishing sinners 
when He left His Father's hosom, and the glory of 
His heavenly estate, to woo His lost ones back to holi- 
ness and peace. Who can doubt that He might have 
continued to enjoy uninterrupted felicity in the hea- 
venly mansions though man had perished under the 
sentence of a violated law ? But that was not his 
choice. His infinite benevolence yearned for exer- 
cise, and where could it find more fitting objects than 
in this sin-blighted world ? The human race was 
doomed — no effort of their own could save them — 
and sacrifices and offerings of beasts God would not 
accept. Then said the only begotten — '* Lo, I come," 
Psalm xl. 7. I am content to leave my Father, and 
to incur even a sense of his abandonment of me, see 
Mat. xxvii. 26, that I may be joined to my beloved 
ones in their sorrow and their humiliation now, so that 
I may associate them with me in my glory hereafter. 
The necessity of expatriation from the paternal house 
was laid upon the Divine husband, but he did not 
shrink from it in her favour to whom he said, ** How 
fair is thy love, my sister, my spouse ! How much 
better is thy love than wine ! and the smell of thine 
ointments than all spices,'' Cant. iv. 10. 

7. Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she 
was the mother of all living. Eve, or Chavah (mar- 
ginal reading), means life ; and this name was given 
to the woman, because by her human life was to be 
sustained in the earth. It also may have had a pro. 
phetical reference to the Seed of the woman, who is 
our eternal life. Thus, the Church of Christ, His 
spouse, is the mother of the living members of God's 
family, and we must not allege or imply that His 
Church can admit, as members, those who are yet dead 
in trespasses and sins. Churches of human construc- 
tion must associate together the dead and the living, 
because discerning of spirits is not vouchsafed to those 
who construct them ; and, therefore, members must be 
admitted to fellowship merely on their profession. 
But in the heavenly Jerusalem, ** who is the mother 
ofua all, " Gal iv. 26, this cannot be •, foY bee ** foun- 
dation standetb sure, having thia %ea\\ xV^e ^-^^^^ 

so 
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knoweth them that are His, and let every one that 
nanieth the name of Christ depart from iniquity/' 2 
Tim. ii. 19. Into her, therefore, ** there shall in no 
wise enter anything that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination or maketh a lie, but they which 
are written in the Lamb's book of life," Rev. xxi. 27. 
In other words, none but those who have been made 
alive unto God by the quickening influences of His 
Holy Spirit. It is in this sense that the Church or 
spouse of Christ is the mother of all living — she her- 
self having derived her life from the God-man, and 
having children born to her in His likeness, who, be- 
cause He lives, shall also live for ever in Him, John 
xiv. 19. 

And now, my friends, can we doubt that our great 
Creator loves those whom He has made in His own 
image ? The fact is proved — first, by the state of dig- 
nity and happiness in which He originally placed them, 
superior to that of all other created things, and endowed 
them with faculties capable of understanding and enjoy- 
ing everything around them. Might not Jehovah ask, 
" what more could *I have done for my intelligent 
creatures than that which I have done for them?" 
But, secondly, and above all, by designing and fore- 
shadowing, even in Eden, that glorious plan of re- 
demption in Christ Jesus, which we are all invited to 
partake of to our eternal recovery from sin and con- 
demnation. 

Some people, who would be wise above what is 
written, seek to know whether God intended that man's 
Eden state should continue. To this and similar en- 
quiries, we may confidently reply, that He ** worketh 
all things after the counsel of His own will," Eph, i. 
11, ** and who may say unto Him, what doest thou ?" 
Eccl. viii. 4 ; the judge of all the earth will do right, 
Gen. xviii. 25. Two great objects ever occupy the 
mind of the Eternal in His purposes towards us — His 
own glory, that is, the manifestation of His divine char- 
acter, and our ultimate good. We may believe, there- 
fore, that our future blessedness in Christ Jesus will 
more advance the honour of our God, and the real \\i- 
terests of His creatures, than the contmuaiie^ olowx ^\%X. 
parents in a state of iDnocence, and YrViatftNex a^N^^- 
tageato theniselveB or their posterity tVial toA^VvX.^^^^'t^- 
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Vastly subordinate, however, to any satisfaction to 
the enquirer upon this subject is the due consideration 
of our actual position now. My friends, you and I 
are exiles from Eden, as Adam and Eve were when 
they had sinned. As, therefore, we share in their 
punishment, it must be because we share in their 
transgression ; for a God of justice and love would 
not visit the sins of the fathers upon the children, 
unless the children were implicated in their father*s 
guilt, see Ezekiel xviii. 14 — 17, 20; but which of us 
can say that we have not often done what God has 
forbidden ? This was Adam's sin, and for this he lost 
paradise. If one act of disobedience expelled him, 
surely we cannot be surprised if many such acts should 
exclude us. If, for one sin, he was cast out into a wil- 
derness world to suffer and die, God, who is the same 
God, could not admit us to Eden and life, unless we 
were pardoned and renewed. But that is the double 
work which our beloved Redeemer has undertaken 
for us, and hence He has become our second Adam ; 
and if we groan under the consequences of the first 
Adam's transgression, we may rejoice in the complete 
recovery from his sin and his condemnation, provided 
for us in the second. 

The choice set before us is this : continuance in 
union with Adam, who sinned and died, which is our 
natural state^ or acceptance of the offered union with 
Adam who was God's beloved Son, in whom He was 
well pleased, and " who was delivered for our of- 
fences, and was raised again for our justification," 
Horn. iv. 25. The happiness which the first man 
enjoyed, when yet without sin, would no doubt have 
been ours had we been born in his unfallen image. 
To the far superior happiness which the second Man 
shall eternally enjoy we are freely invited, as born 
again through His word, 1 Pet, i. 23, in His likeness, 
and into his redeemed family. There is, there can 
be, no alternative between the curse under which man 
and this world now lie, and the redemption of both 
by the sacrifice of the Son of God. 
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MAN AS HE WAS AND AS HE IS. 



*^ And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall not 
surely die ; for €hd doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then yowr eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be 
as gods, knowing good and evil. A nd when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was 
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with her, and he did eat,** 
— Gen. iii. 4 — 7. 

'' And Adam and his wife hid themselves from the pre- 
sence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden** 
— Gen. iii. 8. 

We cannot doubt that Adam was perfectly happy in 
paradise ; but it was not the beauty of the place — the 
undying freshness of the trees or flowers — ^the abun- 
dance or deliciousness of the fruits — the unclouded 
sunshine — ^the fragrant scented breezes — the cool 
music-making rivulets — the shady groves — the warb- 
ling birds — or the peaceful habits of the numerous 
living creatures around him, that made him so : it was 
his own healthy state of mind and body. God had 
made him perfect, and he rejoiced in the perfection 
of his being. Let us consider his state : — 

1. — lNTBLLEcruALLY« Hls mind was certainly not 
over-wrought, nor painfully exercised. It had a large 
capacity for acquiring knowledge, and that was flowing 
in gently, gradually, pleasurably. The heavens, him- 
self, his garden, and its variously formed and endowed 
living creatures, were his books. These, we may sup- 
pose, he studied with delight, and, assisted by light 
from above, made therein, every day, n^^ d\a^QN«t\^% 
of Ahnighty skill, power, and goodnea^. IJiVkfeYkaxA oV 
a beloved UreAtor was every waete Uace^, «cl^ es^x'^- 
where adored, 
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2. — Spikitually. As creation's lord, he held con- 
stant intercourse with creation's Author — and thus his 
spiritual faculties were exercised and enlarged. In 
this respect he soared immeasurably above the most 
sagacious of the brutes around him : their inter, 
course was with him — his with God. Hence he de- 
rived spiritual enjoyment from such feelings as vene- 
ration, gratitude, love, confidence, adoration — from 
familiar converse with the great Being whom he knew 
to be his Maker, Benefactor, Preserver, Lawgiver, 
Teacher. In this he stood alone and unapproachable 
in dignity and blessedness. 

3. — Socially. He saw in the companion whom 
God had given him a counterpart of himself, made of 
one blood, Acts xvii. 26, and in one likeness; he, 
therefore, naturally loved her as himself. Loving 
himself only in and through God, he found the same 
reasons for loving her ; and as the happiness of God 
consists in the exercise of His divine attributes, so 
Adam's happiness was enhanced by every new oppor- 
tunity for calling into use the endowments of His God- 
like nature. It was his highest enjoyment, there 
fore, next to intercourse with his Creator, to promote 
the happiness of his companion. In him there could 
be no selfishness, since there could be no gain in con- 
fining his attention to himself. He loved God and he 
loved all God's creatures ; but of the latter, that one 
he loved most of all in whom he saw most of his Cre- 
ator's image, and upon whose well-being he could 
exercise most of those feelings which his Creator had 
implanted, and which His beneficence called into daily 
activity. 

4. — Magisterially. In the exercise of his supe- 
riority over the other creatures he acted as the dele- 
gate of the great Lord of all. The greatest of created 
beings, he was endowed with a godlike capacity for 
ruling, and he ruled for God, not for himself. No 
doubt he rejoiced in his pre-eminence, but not for the 
mere consciousness of power, but because it brought 
him into immediate relation to God, and gave him the 
ability, as he had the desire, to keep everything in a 
state of subordination to Him. Delighting in all 
things that God had made, and feeWng \i\a o^wviKd^Yv- 
r t/t^ with the meanest of the crealutea awb^ecXe^ x.o\i\^ 
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control, he loved the station which made him the me- 
dium of enjoyment to every living thing. It was his 
part to study the nature, habits, and uses of the crea- 
tures around him, and he did it with a view, not to 
mere mental gratification, but to the most intelligent 
and beneficial exercise of the dominion with which he 
was entrusted. He could not abuse his power, for he 
had at once the mind of God and the tenderest sym- 
pathies of humanity — the one made him wise, and the 
other pitiful: both made him faithful to his high 
calling. 

May we not enquire what sort of a world this would 
have been had all Adam^s posterity been born in his 
unfallen likeness. How clear, capacious, vigorous, 
and exalted man's intellect, with full ability for com- 
prehending, without much effort, all things within its 
reach, even *' the deep things of God," 1 Cor. ii. 10, 
delighting itself in the study of Jehovah's works, be- 
cause they were His, and tracing with filial interest 
the lessons of Divine wisdom inscribed on the various 
providences by which a gracious Father directed the 
lives of His beloved children. How intimate, affec- 
tionate, and confiding the intercourse between God 
and man — God rejoicing in the work of His hands, 
and man in the consciousness of existence proceeding 
from the very Fountain of immortality, and assured 
of a Divine superintendence that never slumbered or 
slept. How warm, tender, sincere, the love of man 
to man, each seeing his beloved Creator reflected in 
the face of his brother, and exulting in the permission 
to draw near to it there with the fondest emotions 
of a human heart. How gentle and submissive the 
irrational creatures to their acknowledged lord. How 
solicitous man for their comfort and piotection — no 
destructive arts invented against them, and pursued 
with pleasurable excitement — no abuse of their saga- 
city or their strength with heartless economy of time 
or money — no instigating of them against each other 
in deadly combat for public entertainment. Through- 
out the whole social system what spiritual refinement^ 
harmony, piety, peace — no self-idolatt"^ — \vi x^^Kvqtcl 
against the decrees of the All wise — ^uo \woT^\\\aX^ ^Sa^- 
tion — no abuse of God's gifts — ^uo d\^covvV^w\.,^"c^^^^ 
passloa, mmulta, whispenngs, bacW-ViUvi^^, ^^^^ 
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^atred, strife — no painful inequalities of conditions — 
DO hardness of heart against God or man — no sick- 
ness, pain, decay, death. Alas, it might have beea 
so, but it is not — it is not, but, blessed be God, it 
shall be. The time is coming, and our compassionate 
Bedeemer is preparing for it, when, as He says, 
"They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea," Isa. xi. 9. 

God has framed us and our history as an epistle of 
eternal truth, to be read of all intelligent creatures. 
In us and our affairs He exemplifies His own glorious 
attributes. Some of them found exercise in our Eden 
state ; others of them could only be drawn forth by 
sinners needing compassion and forgiveness. For the 
development of the latter, the fall was allowed. Let 
us see what God did for man at his first creation : — 

1 . He made him upright, Eccl. vii. 29, holy, just» 
and good, with every disposition to make God the 
centre of his thoughts, affections, purposes. 

2. He endowed him with a mental apparatus for 
calculating between what was conducive to his welfare^ 
and what was adverse — for comparing things that dif. 
fered among themselves, and coming to a decision re- 
garding them. 

3. He crowded around him evidences of divine 
benevolence, so that he could arrive at no other con- 
clusion than this^that his Creator loved him, and 
desired his comfort and happiness. 

4. He gave him a law, thereby graciously reminding 
him at once of the Divine Sovereignty, and of the holi- 
ness and perfection of his own nature, which it waa 
his privilege and duty to guard with scrupulous care 
from all disturbing influences. 

5. He left him to himself, and it would appear as if,, 
under such circumstances. He might safely do so.^ 
He was disposed to good, able to detect any threatened 
mischief, encouraged to cling to his bountiful Provider 
and Benefactor with such accumulated evidences of 
His loving kindness around him, and having Hi» 
righteous law, inscribed, as it were, upon every tree of 

the garden, and the consequences of its violation ever 
before bis eyes. Bound this great i!acl, tVi^t CSio^\^^ 
i,dam to bimaelf, every subsequent featuxe Va xs^xsl^ 
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history must range itself — it is the centre point of 
the whole scheme of man's fall and recovery — it ac- 
counts for all that has occurred in the one case, and 
prepares for all that is to occur in the other. We 
have to contemplate the experiment of a creature 
formed in the highest style of moral and intellectual 
excellence, and richly endowed with faculties and 
motives for choosing and adhering to good, exposed 
without divine support to influences subversive of his 
allegiance to his Almighty Benefactor, and detri- 
mental to himself, and to determine from the result 
whether there can be a case in which a self-sustaining 
power is, or shall be, so granted to a creature that the 
protection of the Creator becomes no longer necessary, 
and may be dispensed with for all future time. It 
would appear that the history of Adam was intended 
to put a decided negative on such a case, and to teach 
that whatever Jehovah might do, He roill not give 
existence to any being, from the minutest insect to the 
highest archangel, over which He does not exercise 
constant and unlimited control, and whose continuance 
in being and well-being, does not momentarily depend 
on His presence and support. This is likewise the 
centre fact of the new cieation, the first begotten of 
which is Immanuel, *' God with us.*' Deity and hu- 
manity associated in indissoluble connection for ever. 

Man's mind, in its unfallen state, may be compared 
to an unsullied mirror placed ever in such a position 
as to reflect God's image, and delighting to reflect 
only that. The artifice of the great tempter was to 
fling the shadow of his own hellish nature across the 
mirror, so as to interpose between it and the divine 
object commonly reflected there, and thus gradually 
to substitute his own likeness in the heart of his vic- 
tim, for that of his Father and Friend. The first 
thing to be done was to cast the image of Jehovah 
into the shade, that is, in other words, to darken 
His holy character to the eyes of His adoring crea- 
tures. This was done by persuading the woman, who, 
being the weaker of the devoted pair, was cunningly 
marked for the serpent's first attempt— 

1. That God was tyrannical awd ^oviX^ x^s^X. ^^ 
obejed. "Yea, hath God said, Xe ^\v^\ ^^^. ^^v.^ 
every tree of the garden V ** Can *\\. \>^ uxxft ^^s^sax >^5 
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who professes to love and provide for you has capri- 
ciously laid a restriction on your reasonable appi- 
tites, and laid delicious fruits within your reach 
only to mock and distress you ?" The reply to this, if 
any reply was given, should have been : ** The garden 
is God's, and we are His. he created all for Him- 
self, and has full right to deal with us as He pleases. 
He cannot err in wisdom or in justice however we 
may in judging of His acts. The law which He has 
set us is holy, just, and good, and it must be far more 
to our advantage to obey His commandment than 
to partake of any fruit, however pleasant to the eye 
or grateful to the palate.*' Eve did not thus reply. 
Her defence of God was addressed rather to the 
magnitude of the charge insinuated against Him by 
Satan than to its character. She declared that the 
restriction extended only to one tree — not to several, 
as he seemed to think. '* We may eat of the fruit 
of the trees of the garden ; but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 
ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye 
die." The prohibition regarding that one tree was 
yet to be accounted for. The principle involved was 
the same, whether in the case of one or many. Why 
did God place a tree in the midst of the garden — the 
tree, moreover, of the knowledge of good and evil — 
and forbid them to make use of it on pain of death ? 
He must have done this capriciously or wisely. The 
woman did not say the latter — the serpent suggested 
the former. 

It is a consequence of man's bondage to the devil 
ever since to believe that all God's restrictions on self- 
indulgence ought to be resisted. The question is put. 
Why should these restrictions be imposed ? and there 
is no acquaintance with God sufficient to respond, 
God is love, truth, wisdom : moreover. He is Lord of 
all. He. cannot err in his decisions, and He will not 
be disobeyed. O ye violaters of God's laws of 
health, of morals, of stewardship, what credulity must 
be yours to believe that you can supersede these laws, 
and have your versions of them inserted in the statute 
book oF heaven ! Far better for you to consult your 
own experience and that of otViers, and \\. m\\ vci^owxi 
J'ou that whether as regards hea\t\i, \^eaee, c\i^i«l,^X.^t^ 
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or fortune, none ever hardened themselves against 
His laws and prospered, Job ix. 4, 

2. That God was untrue and should not be be- 
lieved. The woman had quoted the law and its pe- 
nalty as a reason why she and her husband did not 
partake of the tree in the midst of the garden. Satan 
admitted the law, but denied the consequence of its 
violation — ** Ye shall not surely die,*' or, ** Dying, ye 
shall not die ;" that is, it shall not happen to you as 
God has threatened, and therefore He has deceived 
you by uttering such a threat. Heretofore the truth 
of God had never been doubted — His word had been 
received with implicit faith, because it was felt that He 
loved His creatures, and had neither a motive nor a 
will to impose on their credulity. Dark indeed must 
have been the shadow that passed over the woman's 
heart as she first admitted the possibility of falsehood 
in Him whose name is holy, and when she believed it 
she fell from Him, Henceforth intimate union be- 
tween God and man was impossible. The dark flood 
of unbelief rushed in between them, and severed them 
wide asunder, and the separation continues because 
man still believes the daring lie that God cannot be 
trusted. the length, the breadth, the depth of this 
roaring torrent that rushes madly on, tearing away 
every obstacle that truth, experience, reflection, con- 
sciousness, would oppose to its destructive progress ! 
God has spoken in His word. He remonstrates by His 
works, His providences. His provisions of love, mercy, 
wisdom. He urges his claims by the appeals of con- 
science, by visitations of wrath, by the voice of na- 
ture — above all, He points to the cross. He says, 
**This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased," Mat. iii 17, yet I am satisfied to wound, 
bruise, and put Him to shame, Isa. liii. 10. that guilty 
man may be saved frona the ruin which he has pro- 
voked.*' Yet who believes- God's report of His love 
to man? Isa. liii. 1. Satan's contradiction still tri- 
umphs. '' Man dies and wastes away," Job xiv. 10, 
but each survivor leans on the satanic falsehood, 
*' Thou shalt not surely die.'* ''The triuinv^vci^ tiS. ^^ 
wicked is short," Jobxx.5, yet 'wVckedtve^'^^wsLxA^- 
Aa wave succeeds wave, and is broken to -^x^c^^ ow ^^ 
beacb, so one generation of God.de^^\n^ xxxexi ^tv^^' 
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Up after another, and having swollen and foamed 
its little hour of puny defiance against its Creator, 
reaches the edge of the grave, ana sinks down with 
helpless impotence into the dust from which it has 
been taken. 

*' How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity ? 
and scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate 
knowledge?" Prov. i. 22. Has not Satan's falsehood 
been exposed times without number? Has not the 
belief of it been the pregnant source of human wretch- 
edness from the moment it was uttered until now? 
Then why not cast it from you with abhorrence ? Why 
not substitute for it the truth of God ? To believe is 
'wisely and graciously appointed as the remedy for a 
world's woe, as distrust .of God has been its teeming 
cause. Jesus is God's word and God's truth. He 
has therefore become our salvation — He rolls away the 
dark tide of falsehood that interposes between us and 
our Maker — He rescues God's character from the 
base aspersions of Satan — He proves to us that the 
Father truly loves us, and thereby puts the lie of our 
enemy to shame — He relieves us from every law — 
every limit in the case of God's piovisions of love, 
and is Himself the meat and drink of our spiritual na- • 
ture, of which we may partake without money, with- 
out price, without restriction. 

3. That God was insincere in his representations, 
and had forfeited the confidence of His creatures — 
'* lor God doth know " that the effect of your eating 
the forbidden fruit will not be such as He has stated, 
that is. He knows one thing Himself, and has, for His 
own purposes, caused you to believe another. Is it 
not sometimes asserted, and more frequently believed, 
that the wiath denounced against sin will not be exe- 
cuted ? In other words, that God will, from motives 
of policy perhaps, have men to believe that there are 
dangers to be encountered in the commission of sin, 
while He is aware that no such dangers exist ; and 
who is it that reveals to those who assert this the mind 
of God upon the subject? Is it thus written in the 
Scriptures of truth ? or is it communicated to them 
bjr a voice from heaven ? No, tbere k lio oMVViOTxly 
I for this reckless profanity but one, thai *\a Vhe ^^^exWoxi 
^of the serpent. God's word says-. " 1Vi«i ^owWVi^X 
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sioneth it shall die/' Ezek. xviii. 4 ; but he says God 
speaks this only for a purpose — He knows to the con. 
trary. We cannot wonder that Satan ultimately suc- 
ceeded, when we do not find Eve fieeins precipitately 
from so daring a calumniator of her divine Parent. 
When the apostle Peter insinuated a doubt of his 
Master's avowed intention to die for a lost world, and 
hinted the possibility of His evading the sentence to 
which He had voluntarily consented, the meek and 
lowly Jesus denounced the attempt in the severest 
terms as satanic and God-denying, Mat. xvi. 23, 
which it was, because it implied that God might be 
induced to act dishonestly to the hopes and expecta- 
tions which He had Himself awakened. And ought 
not Eve at once to have detected an adversary in the 
creature who accused Jehovah of trifling with the fears 
of His children ? In both these cases God has proved 
Himself to be true — the sinner dies, and Jesus died ; 
but, alas! the two lies of Satan are still believed. 
Many trangressors persuade themselves of ultimate 
impunity at the expense of God's justice and truth ; 
and many professing christians nullify the death of 
Jesus at the expense of His righteousness and love. Shall 
not the Holy One vindicate His own character in the 
everlasting destiny of those who ** have made a cove- 
nant with death, and with hell are at agreement " — who 
** have made lies their refuge, and under falsehood 
have hid themselves ?^' Is. xxviii. 15. 

4. That God was promoting His own object at the 
expense of His intelligent creatures. ^' God doth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing 
good and evil." The imputation against God was 
that^ jealous of His creatures' intellectual powers, and 
foreseeing that with the free use of their advantages 
they would soon be able to assert their independence 
of His control, and equality with him in dignity and 
influence, He had tyrannically imposed this restriction 
upon them, not, as He had asserted, to test their obe- 
dience, but to preserve His own authority over them. 
Ambition of intellectual pre-eminence \% \i^\. va. \\a^s&^ 
sinful, but on the contrary seeuia Xo \ivj^\ieeiTL '^vas^'^ 
implanted within us by our Cveatot lo ^ecvrt^ ^^ ^^' 
tivatioa of those faculties by wVuc\i loaxi %^«3» ^^^ 
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the beasts that perish, and is enabled to hold converse 
with God in His works. It is only when denying the 
law of subordination to the supreme mind that mtel- 
lectual aspirations range themselves on the side of 
God's enemy and man's, and then they may assume 
an attitude of independence, and even of defiance of 
God and His revealed will. This is exemplified in 
the wisdom of heathen philosophy, which pronounced 
the preaching of the cross to be foolishness, because 
it proposed something for belief, not for scientific in. 
vestigation or intellectual strife. 

In accommodating Satan's proposal to ourselves, we 
may say that in this wilderness world there have been 
two trees planted by the same Divine hand, to which 
the yearnings of our spiritual natures may be directed 
for eternal life and its maintenance with very dif- 
ferent effects; — one is the law delivered to us on 
Sinai — the other is Jesus offered for us on Calvary. 
To the children of God the former is forbidden as 
a spiritual provision, for it "worketh wrath,*' Eom. 
iv. 15, and is *' found to be unto death," Rom. 
vii. 10, and is further analogous to the "tree in 
the midst of the garden," inasmuch as by it is the 
knowledge of sin, Rom. iii. 20, and of God's holi- 
ness, Rom. vii. 12, Ps. cxix. 104. They who adopt 
God's wisdom cease from the law as a source of life, 
and feed on Jesus the true vine, through whom they 
shall live for ever ; but they whom Satan instructs 
insist on still resorting to the law as a ground of con- 
fidence. The motive is obvious : to be saved by 
grace alone, is, as God intends it to be, humiliating to 
the natural man. He sees not why he should be de- 
pendent on one who came to obey the law for him, 
when he can as he believes obey it for himself. In his 
ignorance and presumption he claims full ability to 
render himself acceptable to God ; and in arrogated 
equality with the Eternal, is ready to enter into a cove- 
nant with Him^of merit and reward, duty and demand. 
Of course he claims to judge of God's character and pre- 
tensions, and of his own qualifications and deficiencies. 
Moreover, instigated by him whom he serves, he does 
not hesitate to express disapproval of whatever divine 
^aactmeat does not harmonize witVi Vua V\ftN<ia o^ 
iveuJjr things, nor to decide to wbat exUtxt i^^AaX- 
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Two facts of common observation indicate that this 
policy of the tempter has been persevered in from the 
fall to the present moment. The first is the assump- 
tion of man, in every age, of a right to deal with him- 
self and his world as he pleases, irrespective of God's 
claims upon both ; and the second is the tendency of 
learning to inspire self-idolatry and insubordination to 
God. In both cases the object of Satan is obtained, 
for whenever God is robbed of His rights, it is that 
they may be transferred to the evil one in exchange 
for some promised advantage long expected, but 
never bestowed ; and a mind and heart not subservient 
to Him who made them is sure to be occupied by the 
great enemy for his own malignant purposes. O the 
folly of believing that the great Disposer of all things 
will renounce at man or Satan's bidding His title to 
the homage of his creatures, or that He is unmindful 
of the debt so long due and accumulating because He 
does not at once enforce payment! This earth is 
His — He has disposed of it as it hath pleased Him, 
and in spite of all Satan's ingenuity and man's co-ope- 
ration to defeat His claims, let but ** the times and 
the seasons which He hath put in His own power" 
Acts i. 7 arrive, and Jehovah Jesus will come to 
demand it with a voice that cannot be resisted. Of 
what avail will man's puny boasting then be ? What 
plea will human learning or intellectual subtlety then 
frame for the impious denial of God*s supremacy over 
both mind and matter, so long and so loudly re- 
peated? Where will be the wise then? where the 
scribe ? where the disputer of this world ? Will not 
God make foolish the wisdom of this world ? 1 Cor. 
i. 20. Many will have eaten of forbidden fruit assert- 
ing their independence of God — their right to dis- 
pose of themselves and their property — the supremacy 
of reason and the triumph of learning ; but for all 
these things God will bring them into judgment, Eccl. 
xi. 9. All the idolatries of satanic instigation and 
human assumption shall be brought to a degraded 
end, and " the Lord alone shall be exalted in that 
day," Isa. ii. 11. 

. i^ve remained long enough \n the com^auy of Satan 

to contract '* the lust of the ftesVi, t\\e \\x«\. o^ V>[i^ «i«^%> 

and the pride of life," I John u \6,au^ vi^i Vq»ni 
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that when lust hath conceived it bringeth forth sin,** 
James i. 15. The birth of each hellish progeny may 
be distinctly traced in the inspired announcement of 
Satan's triumph and man*s fall — ** And when the wo- 
man saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 
was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof and did 
eat, and gave also to her husband with her, and he 
did eat." What a tremendous change of mind and 
heart was hers ! Heretofore God's intelligent crea- 
tures had believed Him, and every thought and feel- 
ing was in captivity to that belief. All the trees of 
the garden were good for food except this prohibited 
one. While all others were attractive to every sense, 
this alone repelled them, and while obedience to 
God's law crowned their path with peace and blessed- 
n€ss, it would have appeared to them the most extra- 
vagant folly, as well as gross ingratitude, to violate, 
even in thought, the simple injunction upon which 
their happiness depended. Now all was changed, 
and why ? They no longer confided in their Divine 
Parent. The enemy had too successfully sown the tares 
ot unbelief in their hearts, and their feelings and con- 
duct have become a standing testimony to all ages 
that unbelief is the parent of sin, and that if sin and 
Satan are ever to be triumphed over, it must be by 
faith, that is, simply by a return to that filial confi- 
dence which Satan was obliged to overturn before he 
could erect his throne in man's heart. Let us mark 
the birth of each of the three God-denying intruders 
which henceforth were to act as Satan's chosen instru- 
ments for the government of a lost world « 

1. The lust of the flesh. "When the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food." This she had not 
seen before, but the contrary, because then she saw 
with the eyes of her Maker, now with the eyes of her 
destroyer. ** The light of the body is the eye : if 
therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be 
full of light; but if thine eye be evil, thy whole body 
shall be full of darkness," Mat. vi. 22, 23. It ia \iol 
improbable that our Lord had the teaxivA ^^^tia ^S. 
man's temptation before Him wVieu He uXXet^^ >^e.%^ 
words. Up to this, Eve's eye had been «ix\^e,— 
God's view and her vie«? were one •, iot \»>a^^ ^^^ 
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willed, she desired. Nature and duty harmonized. 
God had said that the tree was not good for food, and 
she had no relish for it accordingly. Now she saw 
differently — duty, indeed, still represented the fruit as 
unwholesome, but nature had come to a different con- 
clusion. It was because the eye had become evil that 
it was no more single — it played a double part — it now 
saw two objects, duty and gratification, where before 
it saw but one ; for then duty and gratification coin, 
cided, and could not be distinguished the one from 
the other. The light of godliness was fast going out, 
and the darkness of selfishness was taking full posses- 
sion of the human soul. One of the agents of mischief 
had thus accomplished its task — the lust of the flesh 
triumphed over the suggestions of the spirit 

2. The lust of the eye. "And that it was pleasant 
to the eyes." How valuable is our Lord's injunction, 
^' Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgement," John vii. 24. Those who study 
the science of optics tell us that reason and experience 
must be employed to regulate the exercise of sight, 
which of itself has a tendency to convey false impres- 
sions of objects. May not the great Creator have 
designed this to suggest a constant appeal to those 
moral faculties which He has implanted within us 
whenever we are likely to be led astray by the mere 
appearance of things ? Heretofore a sense of their 
obligation to the Author of their being had been 
readily responded to whenever the forbidden tree had 
intruded its pleasantness upon their sight; and, no 
doubt, it was a fair object occupying a conspicuous 
position "in the midst of the garden;" but now that 
sentiment had been artfully weakened by the adver- 
sary, and little or nothing remained to check the 
feelings suggested by the beauty of the tree. It was 
pleasant to the eye because God's command was for- 
gotten or despised, but when the sin had been com- 
mitted, the tree ceased to be pleasant, not because its 
appearance had changed, but because sight was asso- 
ciated with convictions of evil that mingled with every 
ray of light between the object and the eye. God 
aad His claima ought to have been iVixx^ «i^aoevated be- 
/bre the offence, and if so, Sataxi's \a\>oux \\«A\i^«^ 
j'n vaia. It ia thus that the love o£ God *\t\ ^\xx\%\. «i^\a 
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upon the believer : now objects of solicitation to sin 
present the same actual appearance to the eye before 
and after conversion to God ; but, in the latter case, 
they are no longer "pleasant,** because they are 
viewed with eyes trained to refer all representations of 
things to the one infallible standard — Christ, as re- 
vealed in His word, and engraven upon the heart. 

3. The pride of life. '*And a tree to be de- 
sired to make one wise." All the advantages which 
intellectual superiority could confer upon man over 
the other creatures he enjoyed in his present con- 
dition. With that condition he had now learned 
to be dissatisfied, and this was the parent of pre- 
sumption. ** Ye shall be as gods,** was the promise of 
the tempter, and when it was believed, carnal ambition 
took possession of the human heart. As long as Adam 
contrasted his estate with that of the creatures below 
him, he must have admired the beneficence of the 
Creator to him peculiarly, and been deeply sensible 
of his obligations for the high and distinguishing lot 
to which he had been called; but now the serpent 
had succeeded in furnishing his mind with materials 
for another contrast — that between himself and God — 
and persuading him that his position in the scale of 
being, instead of being exaltecf, as he supposed it by 
comparing himself with the brutes, was actually mean 
and degrading, viewed, as it ought to be, from the 
throne of deity, his proper elevation, and where he 
would be, but for the jealousy of its present occupant, 
who, dreading the rivalry of His creatures, had con- 
trived to keep them low by keeping them ignorant. 

That man could have been induced to look upon 
himself as entitled to claim equality with his Creator, 
may well appear too extravagant for belief. But does 
our experience of human pride and arrogance assist 
us in rejecting the statement ? Are the histories of 
such men as Alexander, Kingof Macedon, the Eoman 
Emperors Augustus, Caligula, &c., Herod Agrippa, 
Acts xii. 21, 22, to go for nothing ? What shall we 
say of the popes of Home, who have omitted no terms 
which blasphemy and impiety could sugg^aX. Xo e'SL^xvi^'^ 
their assumption of co-ordinate rankmlYi \)t\^ \xva.xva 
God, which assumption has been cotvaftti\.<i^ \^ ^^1 
millioDs of rational beings calling tbemseVvea Oat:\sXS»x» 
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for several hundred years ? But why refer to these 
prominent cases — only prominent because the pre- 
tensions therein put forth have found actual expression 
in words? Every unregenerate man and woman re- 
pudiates the supremacy of Jehovah. *' Who is Lord 
over us ?" is the language of all they say and do. 
They claim to be gods to themselves, and, when op- 
portunity offers, to be gods also to others. It is this 
** pride of life ** that refuses to bend to the demands 
of the gospel — it will not ** learn of Jesus, who was 
meek and lowly in heart," Mat. xi. 29. It will not 
confess transgression and sue for pardon — it will not 
be indebted to mercy for life, or accept reconciliation 
*' without money and without price,*' Is. Iv. 1 ; but 
while it *' loves the uppermost rooms at feasts, and the 
chief seats in the synagogues, and sreetiogsin the mar- 
kets, and to be called of men Habbi, Rabbi,*' it '^ tithes 
its mint, anise, and cummin," Mat. xxiii. 6, 7, 23, 
and demands, in return, as its right, a place at the 
marriage feast with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of God. Thus, it proves itself to be an 
agent of the father of lies ; for the world which God 
has denounced, it loves, admires, and worships ; and 
the system of salvation which He has devised for the 
recovery of a ruined race, it contemptuously sets 
aside, and substitutes for it another which transfers 
all the glories of the heavenly kingdom and its ante- 
cedents from the Creator to the creature. 

From the fact of Satan's complete success, we may 
learn the new character of his dupe and of that dupe's 
posterity. Corrupted, disorganized, debased, we won- 
der not that he fled from the holy God whom he had 
betrayed and dishonoured, nor that Eden was now unfit 
to be his home. He could no longer love God, nei- 
ther could he delight himself in Him, and the more 
any place or object reflected His purity and love, the 
more distasteful must it have been to his distorted 
mind and envenomed heart. No, man should be 
created over again before he would be fit for Eden's 
purity and Eden's peace. But when that work comes 
to be accomplished, it must be on the principle, as 
was now fully proved, of relieving man from all self- 
support, by bringing humamly itilo \mta^d\«L\.^ uo\mec- 
tioa with beity, and thus making Cjod, aii^ xio\. isi»xi^ 
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the sustainer as well as the author of human perfec- 
tion, and of consequent union with its eternal source. 

The second Adam, man's new creation head, has 
proved Himself to be such an one as became both 
God and us, for He submitted to precisely the same 
trial of His fitness for eternal headship as the first 
Adam had done, but with very difi^erent results. The 
three satanic agencies, ** the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life," were also brought 
to bear upon Him ; but, under circumstances of pe- 
culiar discouragement and disadvantage, as compared 
with those of our first head, who, when assailed by 
Satan, was in paradise, surrounded by every object 
most attractive to the senses, the tokens of a gracious 
Father's love. He had the unrestricted use of every 
fruit-bearing tree, but one. He had nothing to regret 
in the past, to desire for the present, or to fear in the 
future. He knew that he was the special object of 
Almighty favor, and that he had nothing to fear from 
any adversary, or expect from any other friend ; for 
wherever his eye rested, it met the subjects of his do- 
minion, and the sources of his joy. Jesus, on the 
other hand, was driven into a wilderness, where His 
only companions were the wild beasts. He had been 
fasting forty days and forty nights and was hungry. 
He had entered on a task which He knew would be 
most painful, humiliating, and cheerless. He was 
then most probably, as he was afterwards on the cross, 
sufifering under a sense of the withdrawal of His Fa- 
ther's countenance. He knew the power and subtlety 
of the adversary whom He had to encounter, flushed 
with the triumphs of four thousand years ; and, more- 
over, the battle was to be fought on ground which 
that enemy had long made his own, and which bore, 
in its wild and sterile aspect, immistakeable evidences 
of his desolating sway. To Him, under such cir- 
cumstances, the long.tried and long-victorious weapons 
of Satan must have been peculiarly formidable. 

1. The lust of the flesh. "If thou be the Son of 
God, command that these stones be made bread,'' 
Mat. iv. 3, that is, consult the interests of the ^«^Vi 
rather than the teachings of the sp\t\X.. '^ervwiWi^ 
your conMence in the Father, who na^ %o Xqxv^^^'^- 
aoned you to hunger, and provide €ot -jout^^^^ ^^ 1^"^ 
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can do if you are His Son. We trace here the same 
Satanic attempt as before to damage the character of 
God, and to provoke an act of assumed independence. 
The reply of Jesus was the weapon, or rather the 
shield, which the first Adam should have employed — 
** Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." This was 
** the shield of faith, whereby the fiery dart of the 
wicked was quenched," Eph. vi. 16, and which will' 
prove all-sufficient in every similar case. 

2. The lust of the eye. **The devil showed Him 
all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them, 
and saith unto Him, all these things will I give thee 
if thou wilt fall down and worship me." The choice 
here appeared to lie between God's gift and Satan's 
gift. The eye alone should prefer the latter, for it 
saw immediate possession of kingdoms and glories on 
the one hand, and only immediate humiliation and 
suffering on the other; but the spiritual faculty of 
faiih in the promises of God came in to correct the 
pye*s testimony, and Jesus remembered that what 
Satan offered was His already, but that He must suf- 
fer these afiHictions from which the evil one artfully 
proposed to exempt Him, and so "enter into His 
glory," Luke xxiv. 26. The force of the temptation 
lay in the immediate offer to the Son of God of that 
which was already His by Divine gift, Ps. ii. 8 ; Dan- 
vii. 13, 14, without the necessity, of which the temp- 
ter seems to have been aware, of previous humiliation, 
" unto death, even the death of the cross, "Phil. ii. 8, 
and he thought that, by presenting the prize of victory 
before the eyes of the great champion of the human 
race, He would be induced to decline the conflict to 
which He had devoted Himself, on condition of being 
at once allowed to reap its reward, and enter forthwith 
on the possession of a vassal empire, by performing a 
single act of homage to the great usurper. Blessed 
be God, the kingdoms 'of the world, however " pleasant 
to the eye," could not bribe our precious Eedeemer 
into an act of dishonor to God and unfaithfulness te 
us. The sword of the Spirit was again unsheathed, 
and Jesus and His people came off N'\e\.ox\o>3A, 
3. The pride of life. The tem^l^x xiovi \.\\^^ Vwk 
Mst derjr dart. He. set Jesus on a ^va\i^c\^ ol SSaa 
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temple, and said to Him, ** If thou be the Son of 
God, cast thyself down ; for it is written, He shall 
give His angels charge concerning thee ; and in their 
hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou 
dash thy foot against a stone.'* This time the devil 
quotes Scripture for his purpose ; but he quotes it 
like himself, falsely and deceitfully, (compare Ps. xci. 
11, 12). Christ's ways are lowliness and meekness; 
Jbut Satan would have Him to exhibit Himself and His 
immunities as the Son of God to the vulgar gaze 
proudly and ostentatiously. He would suggest that 
by some manifest interposition of Divine protection in 
His behalf. He would at once silence all objections to 
His humble birth and mean appearance, and compel 
men to acknowledge Him as the Son of the Father 
who '* should come into the world." Christ naturally 
yearned for man's confidence and love — to be recog- 
nised in His true character as an All-sufficient Friend 
and Saviour ; but He would bide His Father's time, 
and submit to any measure of scorn and suspicion 
rather than tempt God by the use of an unbidden ex. 
^ pedient. He knew Himself what He was, and His 
^ Father knew — this sufficed Him for the present. The 
hour was coming when the men by whom he was de- 
spised and rejected would be constrained to say, 
'' Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord," 
Mat. xxiii. 39. 

The arch-enemy having shot his last arrow without 
effect, retired from the field at length vanquished by 
man, whom he had for thousands of years enslaved 
and afflicted. A new Adam had revived the combat 
in which the old Adam fell, and a new posterity was 
to be won by the victory of the former, as the old one 
had been lost by the latter's defeat. My friends, the 
history of the old posterity, in which we are included, 
is written in tears and blood — and it could not be 
otherwise. Man was made for God and consequent 
happiness ; but being, by Divine appointment, left to 
himself, he chose the service of Satan, a liar and mur- 
derer, and, consequently, has become the victim of 
delusion and destruction. His eyes were, vcv^^^^^ 
opened, and he truly learned to know good wid e.N^\ 
but instead of becoming equal y7\1\v ^od, \ve «v>:'s^ 
almost to a level with the beasts tViat 'i^cri^. ''«'^^- 
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cause that when they knew God, they glorified Him 
not as God, but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools, and changed 
the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God 
also gave them up to uncleanness through the lust of 
their own hearts,*' Rom. i. 21, 24. What wonder that * 
fallen man fled to hide himself from his Maker, or that 
his very presence cursed the ground on which he 
trod. Gen. iii. 8, 17. The same dread of encount- 
ering the Majesty of heaven still remains — still thorns 
and briars start up unbidden to mock man's labour, 
and remind him of a long-lost Eden — and still he 
must earn his bread by the sweat of his brow. All this 
indicates that the curse is not yet repealed ; for the 
earth is still occupied by the old Adam and his race. 

A new Adam has come, and the children of the old 
one have fought against Him in Satan's behalf, whose 
dominion they still preferred. But in spite of all 
obstacles, '* He shall see His seed. He shall prolong 
His days— the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in 
His hands," Is. liii. 10. Out of the ruins of the old 
world and the old race, He is forming a new earth and 
a new human family. The gospel message is inviting 
all that will to come and participate in this glorious 
enterprise. The First-born has already escaped from 
the grave, and lives for evermore. Rev. i. 18. His 
children shall also be rescued from the dust to which 
the old sentence consigns them. They shall be raised 
incorruptible, glorious, spiritual, I Cor. xv. 42 — 44, 
like their risen Head, verse 49. But who are they? 
Only such as now deny themselves, take up their cross, 
and follow Jesus, Mat. xvi. 24. 
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CAIN. 

THE RELIGION OF THE NATURAL MAN. 



"And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an ojfering unto the 
Lord. And Abel, he aUo brought of the firstlings of 
his flock and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had 
respect unto Abel and to his offering : but unto Cain 
and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was 
very wroth, and his countenance fell." — Gen. iv. 3 — 6. 

We are told that at the contemplation of God's new- 
born creation, ** the morning stars sang together, and 
all the sons of God shouted for joy," Job xxxviii. 7. 
The cause of this exultation evidently was the produc 
tion of a new monument of Almighty wisdom, power, 
and love — an additional reflection of the Divine attri- 
butes, and another instrument of praise to be added 
to the grand orchestra of revolving worlds, that with 
ceaseless harmony proclaimed the glory of their Om- 
nipotent Creator, But, alas ! with what checked and 
solemnized feelings must the grand chorus have heard 
the first hoarse note of discord which man's fall flung 
amongst their heavenly harmonies! and how must 
they have stood appalled when sin sung its first dirge 
of human suffering and death ! Had the human race 
then perished, and earth returned to chaos, the song 
of the starry worshippers would have flowed on as 
sweetly as before ; but the birth of fallen Adam's first- 
born indicated that the jarring note was to be pro- 
longed, and must be made to harmonize for many ages 
to come with every hymn of praise addressed to Him 
who appeared thus to be defeated and defied. 

From the sentence pronounced upon Vvycq&^M^ ^^ ^ 
will put enmity between thee and tVie vjom«bXi^ «cv^\i^- 
tween thy seed and her seed ; it sYiaYL bivu^^ >i)a:^ \k»».^ 
aadthou ahalt bruise his heel," Gren. m. \^, ^t>.\.^^ 



seems to have discovered the germs of that gospel 
scheme hy which the Omnipotent designed to turn 
man's fall to the account of His own holiness, wisdom, 
love, and omnipotence. To defeat that object, the 
religious character of Cain was formed — not on the 
principle of rejecting God altogether ; but, while ad- 
mitting His existence, to deny His most essential at- 
tributes ; while confessing dependence on His bounty, 
to disregard the claims of His justice and holiness ; 
and while doing homage to His providence, super- 
ciliously to decline the offices of His mercy and -gi ace. 
In fact, Cain's religion was specially constructed to 
omit all reference to man's fall from his original 
estate, and the debasement of his nature, and, conse- 
quently, to all necessity for restoration and renew- 
ment. Such a religion the enemy well knew would 
be an insult to God, whom it would represent as in- 
different to sin and uptrue to Himself, and the most 
fatal obstruction to that system of recovery provided 
for the sinner. But such is the religion of the Phari- 
see, the Eomanist, and the legsdist of every creed, 
from that day down to the present. And O, how many 
are there content to stake their everlasting hopes on a 
religion which, denying man's loss, makes no provi- 
sion for his recovery, and silencing God's sentence of 
condemnation, proposes no plan of pardoning love ! 

But let us examine more closely the religious cha- 
racter of fallen Adam's first-bora, begotten in his own 
likeness. Let us observe — 

I. — He had a Religion. '* In process of time (or, 

as the margin has it, *' at the end of days," supposed 

to indicate the Sabbath, or last day of the week) 

it came to pass that Cain brought of the fruit of 

the ground an offering unto the Lord»" that is, he 

brought a thank-offering in acknowledgement of 

God's providential bestowments, good in itself, but 

defective when standing alone, as the history of his 

brother Abel's offering testifies — ** And Abel, he also 

brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat 

thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel, and 

to his offering." Abel's too was a thank-offering, bui 

g/mM more. "By faith," says ^t. Pa\s\, " Mi^al offered 

unto God a more excellent sacxV^e iVvavi ^«:\tiC' ^<s>c^, 

xl 4, literallv, a more comprelaenawfe a^wv^ce^ost qki^ 
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mcluding not only the expression of gratitode for 
bounties conferred, but also (and this was its chief 
valu«) of contrition for sin, and faith in the pronaised. 
Redeemer — the firstling of his flock representing " the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
-world," John i. 29, and the shedding of its blood, at 
once the confession ef human guilt, the justice of 
God's sentence, and the fleeing of the penitent sinner 
to the blood of the everlasting covenant for pardon 
and purity. Cain's offering had nothing of this in it, 
and therefore God, who, since the fall, can accept man 
and his services only in and through Jesus Christ, had 
not respect unto it. Now, mark — 

1. Cain acknowledged a supreme Being. 

2. Cain confessed that Being as his Lord, Beneiac- 
tor, Preserver, Provider. 

3. Cain offered to Him prayer and praise. 

4. Cain observed seasons of holy worship. 

5. Cain led, as far as we know, a moral life. Yet, 

6. To Cain and to his offering God had not respect. 
He did not obtain that which he sought— acceptance 
with God. Wherefore? Because he sought it not 
by faith in a promised Redeemer, but, as it were, bv 
the works of the law," Rom. ix. 31. Can you believe, 
such of you, my readers, as aim at nothing higher 
than a religion of lip-service, of forms and habits, that 
you are the children of Abel and not of Cain ? To you, 
in your present state, God cannot have respect — your 
profession and services must go for nothing. 

IL — He was a Bigot. Being the author of his own 
religious system, he idolized himself in it, and was 
prepared to judge of every one by their conformity to 
him, and to deal with them accordingly. As his sys- 
tem bore vividly his own impression, and hence was 
the object of his love, all other systems not similarly 
characterized must incur his aversion, and those who 
patronized them his wrath — especially everything so en- 
tirely contradictory as God's revelation in Christ, which 
threatened to dash his idol in pieces, and level his 
laws of human sufficiency in the dust. The self- woe - 
shipper cannot afford to be toletatvt, ^ot \i^ ^^'^^^'va 
help from no power superior to ViiinaeVi, a\id., \>ci^Te?Uix^«» 
jDust be the avenger of his own v^ron^a. 'YVk'a ^^^'^^V' 
fiaa feels assured of ultimate victory^ X.Vvto\x^ ^^^^ ^ 
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■whom the cause belongs—" Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, saith the Lord,** Rom. xii. 19, and, therefore, in 
faith, and in duty, be leaves all oppugners of the truth 
to Him. Wherever, therefore, there is persecution 
there is self-idolatry, and a consequent departure from 
the faith. Cain's bigotry budded into hatred to his 
brother, blossomed into thoughts of vengeance, and 
brought forth the fruit of death. Of course Satan, 
who was the primary author of Cain*s religion, was 
likewise the author of the strife which it engendered, 
and the trophies which it won. And so it is now. 
Sectional intolerance is from beneath — it is " earthly, 
sensual, devilish,** James iii. 15. The natural heart 
loves it too well, and man employs it too dexterously, 
to render its origin doubtful. A heavenly gift would 
be much less acceptable, and less accommodating to 
the selfish instincts of mankind. To love a rival is 
much more difficult than to hate — to endure him than 
to persecute and destroy ; but one is of God, and the 
other of Satan. Reader, test your denominational 
feelings by this rule. 

III. — He was a hater op God. The religious 
bigot hates God without knowing it He loves his 
own god — the monster of his own foul imagination ; 
but the God of the Bible is his aversion. Hence num- 
bers are to be found who profess to admire and even 
to love "the God of nature,** — the "God of provi- 
dence,**— the " great Creator,**— the "Almighty," — 
the "great Disposer of all things," — the "Author of 
their being;" but all these titles are applied to a crea- 
tion of their own fancy, as grotesque and monstrous as 
Bramah or Budh — not to Him whose image and whose 
glory are seen in the face of Jesus Christ. Cain pre- 
sented his offerings to a God of bounty, not to a God 
of holiness, such as was Abel's God, and whom, be- 
cause He required repentance and faith, he could not 
endure. Many are ready to thank God for an abundant 
harvest— the prosperity or health of a family— a good 
dinner — a comfortable home — a state of bodily health, 
&c., who feel and profess no gratitude to Him for the 
sacrifice of His beloved Son. But we really know no- 
tbing of the great Provider of o\xt e«t^^ V^l^mngs 
out ofJesua Christ, and He wYio Va %^^ii oxiV^ "mV5[i«^ 
bestowmenU is not the God o£ ieve\b.\:voxi^>aia.\. wxVa».* 
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ginary deity, who is loved and honored because his 
worshippers have fashioned him after the suggestion 
of their own corrupt hearts. No wonder, therefore, 
that they turn away indignantly from the Scripture por- 
traiture of a Deity who is **of purer eyes than to be- 
hold evil, and who cannot look on iniquity," Hab. i. 13. 

Cain and Abel both stood before God ; but as the 
sun draws forth very different exhalations from the 
running stream and firom the stagnant marsh, so very 
opposite feelings were evoked from the regenerate 
and the unregenerate hearts thus brought into contact 
with the bright shining of the Sun of Righteousness. 
When the truth, as it is in Jesus, was presented to the 
corrupt mind of Cain, all the God-hating instincts of 
his natural heart were aroused, and he hated Abel 
because he saw God reflected in him. This is the 
secret of all the world's hatred to God's people. We 
do not find that the professors of different forms of 
paganism hated each other for their religious differ- 
ences ; but Pagans, Jews, Turks, Infidels, and nominal 
professors of Christianity have hated and persecuted 
the followers of Jesus. Again, we find that the nearer 
any zealots of error have approached to truth, the 
more fierce and unrelenting has been their intolerance 
of Christ and His people. The Jews were even more 
ferocious than the Pagans, and nominal Christians 
more ruthless still than the Jews, as the history of 
Romish massacres, and the barbarities of the Inquisi. 
tion sufficiently attest. This is easily accounted for, 
on the principle that the nearer we are brought to 
truth without having the grace to embrace it, the 
more practised our eye is to discern that in it which is 
hostile to the master we serve, and to the cause with 
which we are identified. Our hatred of it, therefore, 
is intense in proportion as our view of it is keen. 
Reader, your Christianity is a religion either of love or 
hatred. It has no medium : you either love God in 
Jesus Christ, or you hate Him because Jesus is there. 
You cannot love Him for anything but Christ — in 
other words, you cannot love Him unless you believe 
and feel that He first loved you, I John iv. 19 \ Wt 
that is to believe in your own sin and \ti ^\% %^n^\1\wv. 

IV, — He was a Hypocbite. TVie N^oxd.'Wj^^^'txXft^ 
in the language jfrom which \t i» detwe^, vaa^cv^ ^ 
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stage-player, an actor of parts which he sustams for a 
particular occasion. Now, we kaow that the natural 
mind is enmity against God, Eomans viii. 7, and if it 
professes anything else, it deceives itself or others. 
It is manifest, then, from what we know of Cain, that 
when he stood before God's altar, he was wearing 
Jehovah's livery in the devil's service. He was act- 
ing the part of a worshipper of God, while he was 
worshipping Him neither in Spirit nor in truth, John 
iv. 24. Observe, Cain was the progeny of the serpent, 
and yet we find him associated in religious services 
with God's child. What could he be doing there? 
Certainly not what his position would seem to indi- 
cate ; but an All-seeing God probes his foul spirit for 
our edification, and brings forth some of its dark ima- 
ginings. Cain finds no acceptance for his services. 
He to whom they are offered has no respect to them 
or to him who offers them. How was it possible ? 
God is a God of truth, and He searches the very 
secrets of the heart. He knew Cain and his real 
sentiments, although to human eye he appears to bow 
himself before the Majesty of heaven. His haughty 
spirit spurned the offer of mercy through a Redeemer 
to come, and yet he stands before God's altar and 
professes to make a free-will offering. Must he not 
be acting a part ? His object of worship is self, not 
God. Experience has taught him, that however in- 
dustrious and skilful his husbandry, he cannot secure 
the *' kindly fruits of the earth " without the rain to 
moisten the ground, and the sun to ripen the plant, and 
that a seasonable supply of them is beyond his com- 
mand. They, like "every good and perfect gift," must 
*' comedown from above," and he will make a show of 
acknowledging God's bounty for the past, simply be- 
cause he cannot dispense with His services for the 
future. He is anxious to propitiate God's favour, not be- 
cause he values His fatherly regard, or dreads any with- 
drawal of his fatherly countenance ; but because there 
are certain penalties attached to a neglect of the means 
by which that favour is to be secured. , His religious 
services, therefore, are utterly hypocritical. By them 
he professes to love, honour, and value God — to ap- 
preciate His goodness — and lo V>e tVv«LtiVA\]\ lot "^^\^ 
bounty : id them he offers \\\msd? a\v^ ^XV >d:\% ^^i^^^ 
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upon the altar of filial affection— a willing sacrifice 
to the love and gratitude which they imply : but it is 
plain he cares not for God. God is not in all his 
thoughts. He would dispense with Him if he could : 
there is no beauty in the Eternal to render Him de- 
sirable to such a soul as his. Eeader, Cain was acting 
a part — was dealing hypocritically with God when he 
offered Him religious services, merely because he 
dreaded His wrath, or expected some earthly advan- 
tage from His favour. Wherein does your worship 
of God differ from that of Cain ? Do you know why 
you worship Him ? Is it to honor Him or serve your- 
self ? Is it in the spirit of gratitude, like Abel, for the 
provision which He has made for you in Christ, or is 
it in the spirit of superstitious solicitude for your own 
individual interests in time or eternity ? In this latter 
case, you must see that God is not the object of your 
worship, but yourself; and you venture. into His pre- 
sence with a lie in your right hand. How can we feel 
surprised that hearts are hardened by attendance on 
religious exercises, when the spirit of false hood mingles 
with every sentiment of devotion uttered by the lips ? 

V. — He WAS AN Infidel. At first view, this ap- 
pears inconsistent with the fact of his periodical wor- 
ship ; but a little consideration will assist us to the 
conclusion that Cain was a determined unbeliever. 
Adam, in his unfallen state, knew God and magnified 
His glorious attributes, by submitting implicitly to 
His will. Adam sinned because He was persuaded 
that his former impressions of God were erroneous, 
and that in the false representations of Satan, he now 
truly beheld that Being whom he had admired, loved, 
and honored, and whom, of course, he could admire, 
love, and honor no more. Abel, by faith, discerned, 
and by his offering acknowledged the truth of God, 
and the lie of the great adversary ; but Cain was 
under the fallen delusion of his parents, and believed 
not God. He necessarily rejected God*s own portrai- 
ture of Himself ; but conformed his understanding to 
that representation which the evil one had offered. 
But this was to deny God, and so all \iiib^l\ftN^x^ \^ 
Christ must necessarily deny Rita •, ioT '*'* tio \sv^^^ 
knoweth the Father but the Son, atvd\\e \.o ^Vo\as.o- 
ever the Son will reveal Him," Mat. x\. ^ . 
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God*s revelation of Himself, pablisbed to the first 
Adam in Eden, is republished through the second 
Adam in the Scriptnres. As the rejection of the first 
publication produced sin and death, so the acceptance 
of the second produces holiness and life. ** This," 
said the great Teacher, in His sublime prayer to His 
heavenly Father, **i8 life eternal, that thej might 
know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent,*' John xvii. 3. But who are they that 
know God and Jesus Christ ? Clearly believers in 
Jesus Christ — those whom the Spirit of God has ena- 
bled to see, to know, and to love the Saviour. They, 
and they alone, have seen the Father, 2 Cor. iv. 6, 
and they alone believe in Him. All others are prac- 
tical inBdels, denying the Lord that bought them. 
Not to believe in Jesus is not to believe in God at 
all, for they only who have seen Jesus have seen the 
Father, John xiv. 9. What, therefore, is called 
Deium is really Atheism, for it says there is no such 
God as that of which the Scriptures speak; and if 
there be not, then there is no God at all, for He 
has said in those Scriptures, ** There is no .God else 
beside mo; a just God and a Saviour: there is none 
beside me,*' Isa. xlv. 21. Let those who are trusting 
in a God of mercy, as they say, for pardon and accep- 
tance hereafter, beware that they are not trusting to 
Cain's portraiture of the Deity as a being indifferent 
to sin, and careless of what is due to Himself, rather 
than to AbeVs, which informs us that He is "just, 
yet the justifler of them who believe in Jesus," Kom. 
111. 26. 

VI. — Hk was a child of Satan. He might be 
called Satan's first-born — the type and pattern of that 
whole godless race, '* the children of the wicked one," 
whose origin our Lord explains, Mat. xiii. 38, and 
to whom He addresses Himself when He says, ** Ye 
serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape 
the damnation of hell ?" Mat. xxiii. 33. There can be 
no doubt that Cain and Abel are set before us as the 
representatives of the two very distinct classes of men 
who should occupy this fallen world together until the 
time of the restitution of all things,'* Acts iii. 21, when 
^t/> BOparation shall finally take p\ace,\flL^\..-xS\v^. 

9 are the impenitent and \xiieoti\ettj^^ ^V^^ 
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though offered reconciliation and conversion to God 
through the blood of the cross, prefer a state of sin 
and separation, and the believing followers of the 
Lamb, who, having been foreknown of God, were 
predestinated to be conformed to the image of His 
Son ; who are consequently called, and, obeying the 
call, are "justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God/* 1 Cor. vi. 11, and 
shall be glorified at the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
Col. iii. 4 ; see Bom. viii. 29, 30. Each party can see 
their own image clearly reflected in these two proto- 
types, and likewise discern in their case the feeling of 
*' that God with whom we have to do'* regarding 
them — one was a believer in a Saviour God, the other 
was an unbeliever. God had respect to the one and 
not to the other — and so it is now. 

But more than this: Abel served God acceptably, and 
was hated and persecuted. He suffered martyrdom for 
the cause of Christ. Cain invented a theology for him- 
self, and being, of course, intolerant of that religion 
which had God for its author, rose up against his brother, 
and slew him,'as the expression of his hatred to the God 
of revelation, and his disgust at those services which ac- 
knowledged and glorified Him. It was to a descendant 
of Cain that the apostle addressed the language, **0 full 
of all subtlety and all mischief, thou child of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord ?" Acts 
xiii. 10. The children of Satan are entrusted with 
the maintenance of his cause ; they are furnished by 
him with dispositions inclining them to the work, and 
of these the chief are deceit and wickedness, see Jer. 
XV ii. 9. Through the agency of the first, they are 
urged to corrupt the word and to pervert the religion 
of God, so as to bring in " damnable heresies," 2 Pet. 
ii. 1^ and through the second, to corrupt themselves as 
brute beasts to oe taken and destroyed, and to follow 
the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who exercised 
his skill in corrupting others, 2 Pet. ii. 15. 

The earth has ever been filled with the progeny of 
Cain. There is no mistaking the family likeness. W<^ 
trace its most prominent developemetit m \X\^ VCvaXckX^ 
of popery J which ia man's, or rather ^ataii'a,NeT«vck\^^'^ 
cbmtianity. It presents itself to out N\eNv a% %\.^xv^'^^'^% 
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■ "TJ- 4iiii'i litaur: but what is it doing there? Is it 
[•MIC iiiiniuic to the "Lamb of God ivhieh taketh 
i'vav titi tin 'Jt Lhe world r" John i. 29. Assuredly 
11 1 r, Z: riKogniaea Ch'iat, indeed, in name, as Cain 
*— -iir.**'! God: but it virtually ignores the great 
iikcr.ice. lud pce^icats its olferings tcTthe Father irre- 
*f*caTe of the finished work of the Son, and of the 
br-nefin which we have received thereby. Cain in 
hss dpiritual pride, questioned the necessity of an 
atonement to come — the Romanist, under the same 
inflnoncp, disputes tho efficacy of the one already 
made, and often, indeed, speaks as if it found do place 
in his system. Cain spumed at revelation, and in- 
vented a religion for himself. The Romanist avowedly 
repudiates the Scriptures as a rule of faith, and has 
trained his system independently of its teaching. Cain 
o.>ulJ not endure a form of worship in which Jesus 
and Him crucified was the sole object of contempla- 
tion ; and si>it is with the poor blind voUry of Rome. 
Uo has, consequently, crowded his ritual with objects 
' tAilh and veneration more congenial to the carnal 
: tiA^mations of sinful men ; and if the Son of God is 
idJiuti^ at alU it is in such company, and in such a 
cMiACt^r 4nJ costume, as renders it manifest that He 
\ :>.v .Df ruihc'r ia consistency with the use of His name 
^. in w noceasArilv conducing to the efficacy of the 
.rx Hv"* \r\ which He is made to appear. " Cain was 
*V M r kicked one, snd slew his brother ; and where- 
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Son, in whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him?** Mat. 
xvii. 5. Can it be a crime in His sight worthy of 
death to build for eternity on no other foundation 
than that which He has laid in Zion — ** a stooe, a 
tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure founda- 
tion : he that belicveth shall not make haste ?*' Is. 
xxviii. 16. Impossible. The Cains of earth may wreak 
their impious vengeance on the faithful professors of 
a Christ-honouring creed ; but the Father loves them 
because they love and honor the Son, John xiv. 21, 
and their blood cries to Him for vengeance, and that 
cry will not be forgotten in the judgement of the great 
day, see Luke xviii. 7, 8. 

God plainly indicated His opinion of Cain's reli- 
gion, and Cain spurned the Divine decision. He ''was 
wroth, and his countenance fell." This sufficiently 
proved that his teaching was not from above, and his 
mode of asserting his own cause disclosed the true 
source of his religious impressions. Anger, subtlety, 
jealousy, vindictiveness, murder, are totally inconsis- 
tent with that training of minds and hearts which is to 
fit the reconciled children of God for a re-entrance to 
paradise ; and we trannot possibly err in asserting that 
no religion can be of God, or can promote His object 
in the recovery of lost sinners into which these pas- 
sions can be admitted as instruments, under any cir- 
cumstances, for serving its purposes. To condemn, 
expose, and resist such a God-dishonoring scheme 
is our bouuden duty and service. To be faithful in 
denouncing it, even imto death, is required of those 
who would secure a crown of life. God has, in the 
case of Cain, loudly uttered His protest against self- 
justification before Him, and we cannot be blameless 
unless we give currency to His decision on the sub- 
ject. We must not hate the sinner, for God does not 
hate him ; we must not injure him even in thought, 
but we must hate his false views and godless prac- 
tices, and, with all the tenderness of brotherhood, 
strive to win him to Christ, labouring for him in our 
prayers and exhortations that he may be saved. 
Above all, reader, let you and I make the telvgiss^ <a?l 
the cross lovely, even in the eyea oi \U «AN«t^«t\fc%^ 
bf exhibiting its benign influence on o\xt lywxi V^wXa 
aad lives^ slb the votaries of a perverted C»\xna>C\«oB 
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have made their profession odious by its fruits of fraud, 
profligacy, and blood. Satan's worshippers would be 
intolerable even to each other, if they were not often 
countenanced in the worst features of their character 
by the infirm and inconsistent among the children of 
God. It is painful to reflect how often the most aban. 
doned of men have laid conscience to rest by mut- 
tering over it the names of some ministers or profes- 
sors of religion whom they have encountered in scenes 
where God was forgotten. 0, let us remember that 
David's sin and its punishment were greatly aggra- 
vated by this, that he '* had given great occasion to 
the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme," 2 Sam. xii. 14. 

VI. — He was a Rebel. A heavenly King and 
kingdom were alicady provided in the counsels of the 
most High as the triumph of his love for the sons of 
men, and of his truth and righteousness in the earth. 
The King was the Son of His love, the everlasting 
Word by whom the heavens and the earth were 
framed and all the host of them, and by whom all 
things were upheld, who was therefore created heir 
of all things, Col. i. 16—18, Heb. i. 2, 3. To Him 
Satan specially opposed himself as a rival power, 
claiming the earth for his inheritance by right of con- 
quest. It is obvious that man's interest lies on the 
side of the heavenly claimant — the Prince of life, 
peace, and righteousness, and that nothing could be 
more disastrous for him than that Christ's infernal 
competitor should possess the throne. 

From the first the two candidates for earthly domi- 
nion have stood before the posterity of fallen Adam. 
Jesus says, ** I am your King — all things are given 
into my hand, and you shall see me, in spite of every 
opposition, sit on the throne of my glory ; a little time 
and the puny struggles of the adveisary shall cease ; 
blessed are all they meanwhile who put their trust in 
me." To this Satan cannot respond but, as usual 
with him, by a daring lie. ** All the kingdoms of the 
world, their power and their glory," he says, " are 
delivered unto me, and to whomsoever I will I give 
them," Luke iv. 5, 6. *' That Satan is a liar and the 
father of it, " John viii. 44, man m*vg,\\t be supposed 
to be too well aware to stake agaSn \i\^ ^N^\\ka,'C\\v^ 
welfare upon bo audacious a slatemeut. aa \3tjaX., wA. 

^4 



THB RELIGION OF THB NATURAL MAN. 

that all the victims of his past treachery should range 
themselves on the side of their omnipotent Champion 
and King, would appear their soundest policy, as well 
as most stringent obligation. But Cain, the eldest 
born of the arch-rebePs first victims, did not do so. 
With an intellect enabling him to discern between 
good and evil — between the past and the present — he 
so hated God that he rushed at once into the ranks 
of his betrayer and murderer, and daringly proclaimed 
that he would not have Jehovah Jesus to reign over 
him. He needed him not, and with the earth in its 
present condition he was contented. "Let us eat 
and drink, for to -morrow we die," Isa. xxii. 13, was 
his motto. Give him only abundance of earthly sub- 
stance, and, if necessary, he will thank God for it; but 
he wants no spiritual change for himself or his world, 
and he repudiates the reign of the Branch of Jesse, 
because he is the King of Righteousness, and shall 
executejudgement and justice in the earth," Jer. xxiii. 
5, 6. ^* That which is born of the flesh is flesh," John 
iii. 6, and so Cain is a rebel against God because His 
kingdom is not of this present constitution of things, 
so congenial to his taste, and because Satan, God*s 
rival, promises him the continued indulgence of his 
carnal appetites, and the success of his ambitious aspira- 
tions and struggles against God. 

And truly, my readers, there must be few of God's 
intelligent creatures who are not children of rebellious 
Cain ; for few are there who do not feel disposed to 
put up with Satan's temporary sovereignty rather than 
wait for the kingdom of God, Luke xxiii. 50. Do 
we not seem to have got so inured to the godless policy 
of this world, as to be indifferent to the fulfilment of 
the precious promises of coming glory ? Nevertheless, 
"we may be assured of this, that the predicted kingdom 
is coming nigher and nigher to us every day, and the 
return of the King must be at hand. But, look abroad 
over the surface of society, and say where are the signs 
of His coming in the preparedness of the bride ? Is 
it hostility, or is it unbelief, that averts the eye of many 
professing Christians from the teeming «v^Ti^ oi v^- 
proaching daj f Six thousand years a^o, ^^ ^vw 
the day ofOhriat and rejoiced. He tviTue^ «k Vix^^v^^^ 
e/e back to Eden holiness and g\oty — \i^ \ooVa^ 
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around him on a desolate world— and spite of Satan*s 
promises of advancing civilization and prosperity, 
shrunk from the contemplation, for God was not 
there. The future, the future alooe arrested and 
cheered the heart of the believing exile. For Cain, 
the past had no regret, and the future no joy. He 
mourned not for God's society, and longed not for 
restoration to Him. In the present alone he lived, 
and, like a true child of darkness, was content to find 
within the shadow of the curse his home and his en- 
joyment. Reader, you and I am still within the same 
shadow. Do we, like Ahel, look with sorrowful hearts 
back on Eden's light, and with exultant hopes forward 
to the dawning of the Sun of Righteousness? Are 
we, like him, in full assurance of resurrection life, 
offering ourselves and our substance to the God of our 
Salvation, as living sacrifices, holy, acceptable to 
Him, which is our reasonable service? Rom. xii. 1. 
If this be not our attitude and our occupation, then 
must we have, like Cain, settled down in base con- 
tentment with a convict state — fugitives and vagabonds 
from the parental home, hopeless and careless of re- 
storation for ever, and then must we suffer to be 
classed with the rebel apostate hosts, who, hopeless 
of leigning with Christ, have set themselves with 
malicious earnestness against His coming glory. We 
should often ponder His startling announcement : **He 
that is not with me is against me," Mat. xii. 30. 

VII. — Hb was an Usurper. Vengeance is God's 
prerogative, Ps. xciv. 1, Rom. xii. 19. Already had 
He attached a penalty to the transgression of His law : 
that penalty was death. If Abel had sinned in his 
religious creed or services, his offence was against 
God, not Cain ; and Cain, in killing Abel — 

1. Usurped God's throne of judgement. 

2. Presumed to adjudicate in God's controversy. 

3. Dared to supersede God in His executive capacity. 

4. Audaciously wielded God's sword of justice 
against the guiltless. 

5. Effaced God*s image. 

6. Dispoiled God's creation of one of its noblest 
moDumenta of wisdom and love« 

t 7. Desecrated God's eartli by t\ie aVie^^vck^ xJcv^t^wv 
of innocent blood, 
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8. Defied God's power. 

9. Deprived God of the services of His chosen 
and approved minister : and then — 

VIII. — He was a Murderer. *' It came to pass, 
when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against 
Abel his brother, and slew him." Behold him as he 
stands above the bloody grave which his envy and 
impiety have tenanted, and exults with fiendish satis- 
faction in the exercise of the power which he had 
traitorously usurped, and compare him with ** the 
meek and lowly Jesus," occupying a similar position 
at the grave of His departed friend Lazarus. How 
startling is the contrast ! The breast of one is a boiU 
ing caldron of struggling passions, set on fire of hell 
— in the bosom of the other, pure and holy peace 
nestles undisturbed. Hatred of man and defiance of 
God settle in a dark scowl upon the brow of the fra- 
tricide ; while the upturned and kindling eye of the 
Prince of Life indicates the heavenly satisfaction with 
which He contemplates the occasion which presents 
itself for at once proclaiming "glory to God," and 
*' good will to man." Hate steels the heart and nerves 
the murderous arm of Cain — love summons Omni- 
potence to the grave of Lazarus, and constrains it to 
a successful conflict with death. The assassin con- 
templates with exultation the deed which he has per- 
petrated, and calculates his gains — the Redeemer 
weeps as He sees before and around Him the memo- 
rials of sin and the curse, and collects, as it were, into 
one grave the myriads of the human race who believed 
Satan's lie and died. Cain killed, but cannot make 
alive again — Jesus is ** the resurrection and the life : 
he that believethin Him shall never die," John xi, 25. 
In the act of the first murderer, death proclaims the 
commencement of his doleful reign — ^in the resurrec- 
tion of Lazarus, we, who, ** through fear of death, are 
all our lifetime subject to bondage," Heb, ii. 15, be- 
hold *' life and immortalitv brought to light," 2 Tim. 
i. 10, and in the language of God's freemen are per- 
mitted to exclaim, " death ! where is thy sting ? 
O grave! where is thy victory?" 1 Cor. xv, 15, 
Thanks be unto God for His un8peals.a\Ae ^\l\.\ 

Caia's aia Bada him out, as it B\iTe\^ N^iV^ ev^\^ wv^ 
who commits it. The voice of an a\\-»ee\u^ Qko^v. \% 
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heard above the roar of angry passions that heave and 
swell like a mighty ocean in tne breast of the mur- 
derer. It asks, "Where is Abel thy brother ?'* — an 
enquiry calculated, one should think, to startle him 
into reflection and remorse ; but no, he is of his *' fa- 
ther the devil, and the deeds of his father he will do." 
That father was not only *' a murderer from the be- 
ginning;" but *' he abode not in the truth," John viii. 
44 ; and his first-born must, in all points, attest his 
sonship, and that of all his hell-born race, so that the 
truth and righteousness of God may be confirmed to 
all generations. Accordingly* the homicide sullenly 
replies, ** I know not," and trembles not to insult 
God by adding, ** Am I my brother's keeper?" 
From which we observe — 

IX. — Cain was a Liar. He Hed to God directly 
and indirectly. Directly, inasmuch as though he 
knew the spot on which his brother's mangled and 
lifeless body lay, he audaciously denied the fact ; and 
indirectly, in repudiating the obligation which God 
had imposed upon him in relation to one so closely 
allied. God had made him and his brother of one 
blood, and, in doing so, had laid upon them mutual 
responsibilities. To deny these responsibilities was to 
lie to God ; for it was inferentially to deny the fact of 
relationship. If, therefore, every one who hates his 
brother is a murderer, 1 John iii. 15, every one who 
practically asserts that he is not his brother's keeper, 
protector, helper, teacher, benefactor, is a liar. He 
virtually denies that he occupies a position in which 
God has placed him ; and, in the same way, it can 
easily be shewn that every voluntary baptized member 
of the visible church of Christ, who in his life and 
conversation denies the Son of God, is carrying this 
brand of satanic parentage upon his brow. As a god- 
less christian is a contradiction in terms, so a careless 
christian — that is one whose life is continually asking, 
"am I my Saviour's advocate, fellow-worker, fol- 
lower, reflector, worshipper, glorifier?" — implying the 
denial of any obligation to fill these offices, must be a 
living lie, for he perpetually asserts an impossibility — 
namely, that there may be chratiamty without Christ. 
O fes, my readers, if we are chmWwia, n«^ «t^ ova 
dear eldest Brother's keepera— ^eeipeta o^\\\%\t>\V5a.,^ 
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his honor, of his cause, of his word, of his people, of 
his commandments, of his promises, of his place in 
our own hearts and homes, and, as far as we can, in 
those of others. They who deny this, and yet call 
themselves hy His name, systematically *' crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an 
open shame," Heb. vi. 6. 

All this, and more if possible, Cain might have 
been, and yet even for him the door of repentance 
would not have been closed, had he opened his ear 
to the voice of a long-suffering God, who graciously 
remonstrated with him as to the crime which he had 
committed. '' The blood that speaketh better things 
than that of Abel," Heb. xii. 24, could have washed 
him white as snow, but even when made sensible 
that his crime had attracted the attention of his 
Creator and judge-* after he had heard the stern in- 
quiry, "What hast thou done?" his heart still re- 
mained callous to all visitations of sorrow, shame, or 
remorse, and it was not until the sentence of Almighty 
wrath sounded in his ears that he seems to have been 
somewhat affected with a sense of his situation. Then 
his pain was, not that he had sinned against God, nor 
even that he had acted with such cruelty and trea- 
chery to his brother, but that his punishment was so 
severe. Self, and self only, was the subject of his 
anguish. "My punishment," he exclaimed, "is 
greater than I can bear." Not the crime, but the 
penalty, engaged his attention — not the outrage per- 
petrated against God and his fellow-man, but the con- 
sequences to himself, looked formidable in his eye. 

And is not such, reader, the character of much 
that passes under the name of repentance? — of such, 
for example, as is reserved for a dying bed, and only 
felt and expressed because death is at hand ? Men, 
under such circumstances, rarely repent for sin, strictly 
they do not repent at all, for the act of the mind signi- 
fied by the word repentance is of a retrospective charac- 
ter — it relates to the past and not to the future ; but 
what is commonly called death-bed repentance has 
regard, not to the sin which is past, but to 1\\^ torcv^^- 
quences of sin which are yet to come. It \^ ^«vvx^^ 
therefore f to call it sorrow for sin, 'wVnVe \t \^ o^^ '''; ^ 
fear/ill lookiDg for of judgement and fier^ \w^\%^^^^^^ 
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•which shall devour the adversaries of God," Heb. x. 
27. The law of God says to every sinner, ** What 
hast thou done?" the self-deluding sinner asks, 
*' What must I suffer ?" but the man after God's own 
heart exclaims, "Against Thee, Thee only, have 1 
sinned, and done this evil in thy sight. Create in me 
a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within 
me,'* Psalm li. 4, 10. True repentance regards far 
more the dishonor done to God by sin, than any con- 
sequences affecting the sinner. In the family of Cain 
sin is dreaded only for its punishment ; but the sons 
of God, who discern its true character in the history 
of the cross and the sepulchre, hate and abhor it for 
its gross ingratitude and wrong to the best, kindest, 
and most tender of fathers and friends. They look 
up to the cross with admiration of His holiness and 
His love, and down to themselves with loathing of 
their vileness and treachery to Him. 

X. — He was a Hardened and Impenitrnt Sin- 
ner TO THE Last. Up to the period of his great 
crime and God's remonstrance with him, he had pre- 
served some outward show of religion, but as the same 
sun which softens wax hardens clay, so the gracious 
appeal which had been made to his conscience from 
above, and which, in the case of David and others, 
wrought so effectually to repentance and reformation, 
seems to have effected, in the heart of Cain, only 
more intense hatred of God, and a more reckless dis- 
regard of His word and ordinances. We read that 
he " went out from the presence of the Lord," by 
which, probably, we are to understand that he now- 
renounced every semblance of submission to the 
Divine will — separating himself from all the religious 
services in which the other members of his family 
statedly engaged, and declaring himself openly to be, 
what he had hitherto been ashamed to appear, a des- 
piser and hater of God. Mark that, reader, *' Cain 
went out from the presence of the Lord." That pre- 
sence had always been distasteful to him, but as long 
r^ H h^^^^ delude his fellow-men and hope to delude 
^od, he was content to endure the forms of religious 
i^^i^li^i}' ^^* now that the dark tide of ungodliness 
Mmii^iT^^ '^eart has overflowed axvd d^^c^^x.^^ vV^ 
'^''J dearth, disjruise is vain, atid Vv^ m\x%\. ^\xXx^x 
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flee in earnest to the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
or boldly declare war against God. He chooses the 
latter, and takes his final leave of religion. 

Alas ! how often have I seen, at the hour of family 
worship, or during an occasional pastoral visit, the 
head or some member of the household ** go out from 
the presence of the Lord." As long as the voice of 
mirth, of political discussion, of business, or even of 
unkind reflection upon others was heard, the family 
circle remained entire; but the introduction of the 
Bible, of prayer, or of religious conversation, was the 
signal for a move on the part of some of the male mem- 
bers especially. How is this? — God is disrelished more 
than any other subject of thought or enquiry ; and 
yet it is probable that those who thus exhibit such un- 
equivocal evidences of dislike to Him and His truth, 
will be found occupying their usual place in His house 
of worship on the following Lord's-day. Surely there 
is something here that deserves enquiry. God cannot 
be loved on Sunday, and hated on Monday. He 
must be either hated or loved on both days. But He 
cannot be loved by those to whom His word and ser- 
vices give pain, and sometimes displeasure ; therefore, 
whatever be the motive that induces Sabbath attend- 
ance by such parties, it is not love to Him, O ! my 
reader, if you be one who cannot endure a week-day ser- 
vice, beware of self-delusion on this most intensely cri- 
tical of all subjects. You must be going in the way of 
Cain, Jude 2, and the imminent danger is that your 
hearts are undergoing a hardening process that will fit 
you for any purpose in which the enemy of souls may 
employ you. To Abel, we may be assured the presence 
of the Lord was always delightful, and to AbeVs posterity 
it will be equally so. But Abel was a martyr to the 
truth as it is m Jesus. Like Paul, he counted all things 
but loss for the excellency of the ** knowledge of Christ 
Jesus his Lord," Phil. iii. 8 ; and, consequently, a 
fallen world was no place for him. Those who are like 
him feel it to be so now. The Cains are at present the 
more numerous, and the dominant party; but would 
you, reader, accept their advantages, and share the c.>\\^<& 
which the/ inherit and the markm lYvevt T\^\.\va.\AQ>x 
in their forebeadsy which mu3t renAex iVieixi ^vi^vCv?^"^ 
and vagabonds from God's preseixce fox eNei'^« 
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Cain pronounced his own doom when he complained 
of the stigma which God put upon him ; ** I siiall be 
a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth ; *' but God had 
passed this sentence upon him already and he now only 
echoed His words, v. 12. However successfully Satan 
had deceived him before his crime was committed, he 
deceives him no longer, — he and God are now agreed 
as to its effects. How impressive is this fact ! There 
are two occasions on which the evil one abandons his 
task : 1. When he finds himself hopelessly defeated, 
as in the case of Jesus in the wildernes. Mat. iv. 11, 
and also when God*s children resist him steadfast in 
the faith, James iv. 7, 1 Peter v. 9 ; and 2. When he 
has effected his object, and having got his victims 
completely into his power, has no further motive for 
deluding them. This latter was the case with Adam and 
Eve, and it was the case now with Cain — it is the case 
likewise with all his dupes to the present hour. God's 
truth is made to appear falsehood until the soul of the 
sinner is steeped in wrath and ruin, and then con- 
science is loosed from its restraint that it may pro- 
nounce judgement and provoke despair ! Reader, 
there will be few self-deceivers at the bar of judgement 
— there will be none at all in hell ; God will then, 
at least, be justified, for all shall know that '^ it is well 
with the righteous," and equally " ill with the wicked," 
Is. iii. 10, 11, but this is what He, by His ministers, is 
declaring continually now, see Ezek. xxxiii. 7, &c., 
and what he has proclaimed in language the most 
thrilling and sign ficantfrom every wound and in every 
groan of the sinless, yet suffering Jesus ; but who be- 
lieves the report ? all shall do so by and bye — all en- 
dowed with the spirit of heavenly wisdom do so now, 
and they are saved by faith. 
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THB SOCIAL OHABAOTBB OP THE NATURAL MAN. 



** And the Lord said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy hro^ 
ther f And he said, 1 know not : am 1 my brother^* 
keeper .?** — Gen. iv. 9. 

As the future majestic oak of the forest — trunk, 
branches, leaves, and fruit — is contained in the acorn 
that drops unheeded from the parent tree, so a world 
of disorganized intelligences, born to self-created 
trouble, disorder, and decay, was seminally included 
in the first-born of the guilty pair who forfeited God's 
likeness, and produced a living image of their fallen 
selves to test the reality and the extent of the debase- 
ment to which they had sunk. 

We might, at the outset, expect that to godless 
hearts, no possible boon, even from the hands of God 
Himself, could afford satisfaction, and that from them 
could emanate no grateful response. We, therefore, 
should not be surprised to learn that Cain disappointed 
the hopes of his parents, and that, bavins brought 
nothing into the world acceptable to God, ne gained 
nothing that would improve his condition in that re- 
spect itom. the exercise of parental feeling. Although 
Eve said, '^ I have gotten a man from the Lord," 
we have reason to fear that she did not love him in 
the Lord, neither did she or her husband train him for 
the honor and service of his Creator. 

In treating the social character of Cain, we must 
advert successively to the history of his birth, his 
training, his manhood, and the piogre^^ n«\v\Ocv \v& 
made toward that fearfpl abyss of cnme audi ^e&^u^^ 
of God, in which he wob ultimately enguUed. 
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I. — As regards his Birth, we notici 

1. God*8 gracious bestowment of a son upon the 
guilty pair to reunite and comfort them in their exile 
state — to employ and gratify those parental feelings 
which He Himself had implanted — and to test their 
faithfulness to Him in the exercise of a solemn trust 
committed to their keeping. 

2. Eve*s language was that of satisfaction. It is 
capable of being so rendered as to imply that she 
thought Cain was the promised Seed of the woman, 
who was to bruise the serpent's head. At all events, 
she does not appear to have apprehended in her off- 
spring the fatal effects of that spiritual poison which 
had been infused into her own nature, and which she 
had transmitted to him. 

3. His parents called him Cain, that is, a '' posses- 
sion,'* as indicating the property which they had in him. 
This would appear to signify that they regarded God's 
bestowment exclusively in reference to their own 
feelings and objects, not to God and His demands 
upon their parental faithfulness. The effect of this 
naturally would be that their selfish and weak affec- 
tions, not the duty which they owed to God, would 
regulate the culture which they bestowed on their 
child. Their wishes, not SiSf would be the standard 
of his moral rectitude, and to be to them all that their 
fond partiality suggested, would be their only demand. 

4. The infirmity of judgement which Cain's parents 
betrayed in his case, would appear to be further de- 
veloped in their treatment of his younger brother 
Abel. As far as we may decide by the name given to 
him, which signifies " vanity," they set him much below 
their first-born, esteeming him less worthy of their 
regard, and of less importance to their happiness. 
This blind partiality for an infant who could establish 
no claim to it, proved how unfitted they were for the 
responsibilities which rested upon them, and how 
almost inevitable were the consequences which ap- 
peared in the future destinies of their children. 

What a large measure of heavenly wisdom, it may 

here be observed, is required by those who are called 

to exercise parentid duties. To their offspring they 

stand in the place of God, wYio«» xe^g^ewsD^alwea to 

their children they are, and fox N»\iom \5ttft^ «t^ «bi- 
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ployed to train a holy seed. But to suppose that 
parents will deal honestly with God in this matter, 
is, of course, to decide that they are themselves 
converted ''from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God,*' Acts xxvi. 18. Jesus 
has said^ ''Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not, for of such is the king- 
dom of God," Mark z. 13, and those who hear His 
voice will obey His command, but they are Christians, 
and their earnest desire is that their little ones should 
be consecrated to His service, and be found in 
Him at His coming and His kingdom. Far inferior 
to the indulgence of a mere parental fondness to gra. 
tify the yearnings of their own natural hearts, is their 
devotion to Him who, by the sacrifice of Himself, 
made them children of God and heirs of everlasting 
life. They remember the law of their own fallen na- 
ture, " hateful and hating," Tit. iii. 3, and tremble to 
think that they have necessarily imposed that law 
upon their offspring, for " that which is born of the 
flesh is flesh," John iii. 6 ; that is, is carnal, and " the 
carnal mind is enmity against God," Rom. viii. 1, 
They remember the sins of their own youth, and the 
fearful struggles which they had with self and Satan on 
the occasion of the new birth to which they were ad- 
mitted by the Word and Spirit of God, " through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus," Rom. iii. 24, and 
ihey feel in themselves too keenly still, the power and 
malevolence of the old man struggling for lost ascen- 
dancy, not to see the necessity for a daily and hourly 
exercise of every Christian protection and privilege, 
that they '^ may escape the corruption that is in the 
world through lust," 2 Pet. i. 4. How then can they 
regard the tenderest objects of their affection but with 
the most solemn feelings of parental responsibility ? 
To them they have been committed as a precious 
charge, to be trained for the Lord, and O how exten- 
sively will the convictions connected with the fulfil- 
ment of their task enter into the thoughts and retro- 
spects of a dying bed, and of the day of the Lord ! 
That task, they know, not only involves knowledge to 
be communicated, and hopes and ex^eG\AX!vck\v& ^orc 
eternity to be awakened, but Satau-vDavVw\\ft^ ^^»- 
positioaa to be restrained, eartb\y \ou^va%* ^<^ ^^ 
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checked, self-control to be established^ and spiri- 
tuality of mind and heart to be impressed. Jesus 
must be made a permanent and manifestly favourite 
member of the household — His word the law of the 
domestic economy, and the Holy Spirit's influence 
the atmosphere of the family home. Where a sincere, 
earnest, wise, and prayerful exertion to secure these 
blessings is made, God will confer them, and parental 
labour will yield its increase. 

II. — If we are right in conjecturing that Cain's pa- 
rents lavished on him all the endearments of a weak 
and partial regard, we can have no difficulty in ap- 
prehending THE SYSTEM OF TRAINING adopted in his 
case. Judging from numberless subsequent instances 
of a similar kind, we should suspect that-^ 

1. His parents let him know very early his position 
as their idolized favourite, and in justice to himself 
and their partiality he endowed himself liberally with 
those qualities of mind and person which entitled him 
to all the favors he enjoyed. Any suspicion of moral 
or spiritual deformity was thus obviated, and he grew 
up with a heart more and more averse to the humi- 
liating acknowledgement of human depravity and de- 
pendence on Divine mercy, symbolized in the offer- 
ing of his brother Abel. The idolatry of self must 
necessarily be the lesson taught and acquired by the 
idolatry of parental favouritism. The object of it is 
not likely to discover or admit its injustice or its short- 
sightedness, and will not find it difficult to justify it on 
the most extravagant grounds that vanity can suggest ; 
but the process of reasoning necessary to sustain the 
consistency of excessive partiality towards us, is not the 
best adapted for preparing us to receive the truth as 
it is in Jesus, the object of which is to commend God's 
love to us by a full and faithful exposure of the cor- 
ruptions of our nature, and thnir fearful consequences 
as regards God and ourselves, and to induce entire 
devotion to God based upon a well justified abhor- 
rence of ourselves. 

2. Their fondness prevented them discovering in 
him those lineaments of fallen humanity inherited 
from themselves, and which they should have lamented 
and labored industriously to efface. On the con- 

frarf, it is not unlikely that Ibeae viete Oct^xv^^^ \ax^ 
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greater prominence and activity by a blind and in- 
discriminating love. The tendency of weak parents 
themselves to believe and to persuade others that their 
children, because they are theirs, are exempted from 
the vices and infirmities common to human beings at 
every age, marks an imbecility of mind, and credulity 
of judgement, such as proves them utterly incapacitated 
for the duties to which they are called. Little respect 
must be had for God, and little for the spiritual in- 
terests of their offspring, when virtues and vices in 
them are cherished with indiscriminate regard, and 
the parental ambition is satisfied, if love is permitted 
full exercise, and can feel itself returned with anything 
like equivalent partiality. Thousands of children aie 
ruinea by the fear on the part of parents to be de- 
prived of their love, should they thwart their wishes, 
or correct their misdeeds; but this short-sighted 
policy proves fatal to those who employ it, for the self- 
gratification thus indulged, outgrows both love and 
respect for those who have yielded to its demands, 
and soon claims those attentions as a right, which it is 
intended should be felt and appreciated as a favor. 

3. Supposing the view that is generally collected 
from the name given to the second son to be correct, 
namely, that he was regarded as less necessary to the 
happiness of his parents than his brother, we may 
figure to ourselves a state of things in the household 
of Adam which was highly prejudicial to the moral 
culture of the two sons, especially the eldest. The 
parental partiality in favour of Cain was perhaps not 
more obvious than the indifference felt for Abel, and 
great as must have been the pain inflicted on the mind 
of the neglected brother, it was far less than the in- 
jury done to the heart of the more favored. For this 
injury his parents were accountable. To them he 
owed the opportunity for exercising his malevolent 
propensities. Their unjust treatment incited him to 
make his helpless and innocent brother the object of 
his disdain and perhaps of his ill-treatment, and while 
be gratified his tyranny and his spleen by such unna- 
tural conduct, he was, under the pupillage of Satan, 
cultivating into full development those mdignant pas- 
sions that ultimately made him a mvxideiet ^.ti^ ^ \^- 
probate ' O the intense wrong mflicl^Si ow >i)afe ^^"«Jcl- 
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flower sprinkled mead, the roaring cataract^ the swel" 
ling river, and the tinkling rill, — all these mute yet 
eloquent witnesses for God lay within his view, and 
drew his spirit forth in emotions of wonder, love, and - 
praise. Then the feathered tribes, with their cease- 
less song reminded him that the High and Holy One 
had created all living things for happiness ; and his 
bleating sheep, attended by their frolicsome lambs, 
spoke of the wisdom and tenderness of Him who had im- 
planted in His creatures feelings of attachment to each 
other, from whence pleasures ever new were to flow, 
even amidst the desplation and barrenness of a sin- 
bligted world. These sheep, doubtless, knew his 
voice and they followed him, and from their helplessness 
and confidence in him, he learned to love them, and 
to consult with anxious care for their comfort and 
security. 

In such a school no evil habits could be acquired, 
no deadly passions nurtured into strength and activity, 
but even there the fallen heart of Abel could not learn to 
love God as God required to be loved. He could not 
perceive any of His endearing attributes with sufficient 
vividness even amidst the beauties of surrounding na- 
ture. He wanted still to feel that God loved him — 
loved him in spite of his degenerate condition — Gloved 
him, not as He loved the senseless and inanimate crea- 
tures around him, but with an everlasting love. He 
yet needed some proof of such distinguishing affec- 
tion, and it was supplied to him when he was com- 
manded to take one of his innocent lambs that frisked, 
unconscious of danger, at his feet, and slay it as a pro- 
pitiatory offering to a God of mercy and of justice. 
He could feel the loss of that lamb — he could shudder 
at the deed of blood which he was ordered to perform 
--"he could weep as the cries of his little helpless fa- 
vourite startled the morning echoes or broke the still- 
ness of the night, and he would not unreasonably ask 
why such a sacrifice was demanded? The reply would 
be that God so loved a world that hated Him, that 
he was prepared to give His only begotten Son to be 
laid on the altar of His justice as a dying victim of 
the sin which had incurred H\a tigjiteous sentence, 
and that until He appeared to i^xxt ^^a^ %\xi Vj ^^ 
sacrifice of Himself, cerlam oi lYi^braX.^ cx^^Vlxoxi ^«t^ 
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to be employed to shew forth, by their immolation at 
appointed seasons, the character and certainty of the 
great work in which He was to bear so painful and 
humiliating a part. Among these, lambs were to be 
conspicuous, and hence the heavenly Victim was to 
be called "The Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world,*' John i. 29. 

The struggles which Abel had with his own feelings, 
while putting the harmless objects of his pastoral re- 
gard to death, were calculated to remind him of the 
self-denying affection of Him who " spared not His 
own Son," when our necessities demanded His sur- 
render; and the startling effect of death upon the vic- 
tim could not fail to point out to him the heinousness 
of sin, which incurred so severe a penalty. By the 
constant exercise of such convictions, the character of 
Abel was formed — Christ became the chief subject of 
his meditations, and a desire to grow up to Him and 
to attain to His glorious resurrection kingdom left him 
independent of those earthly repinings and aspirations 
which agitated the mind of his brother. With leisure 
for contemplation — with a sense of the presence and 
companionship of God his Saviour — and with the 
chastened feelings which the neglect of his parents, 
and perhaps the unkindness of his brother had nur- 
turedy Abel's superiority over Cain in spiritual know- 
ledge and godly practice is not to be wondered at ; 
and thus, reader, you and I are taught that on our dis- 
memberment from the first Adam and union with the 
second, our meetness for the inheritance depends, 
and no position of circumstances, however painful or 
mortifying to us now, should be accounted as evil, 
which estranges us from the world and its admirers, 
and compels our selection of a retreat where nothing 
can intrude between our spirits and Him who made 
them for Himself. 

III. — Our attention is next called to Cain's man- 
hood, and we shall not, perhaps, find it difficult to con- 
clude — 

1, That he grew up to despise those parents who 
had lavished on him such sinful and ill-judged parti- 
ality. This we collect from what the Holy Spirit ages 
after indicates of him when speaVvci^ Xi'^ ^^ ^^^ '^'^ 
the apostle Jade, lie says tli&t cetlaivcv ^^\>cl^i^ ^\\a\s^ 
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he calls " filthy dreamers," who " defiled the flesh, de- 
spised dominion, and spake evil of dignities," had 
** gone in the way of Cam,*' Jude 8, II. They were 
his children and bore his image. Nor could this ef- 
fect of his parents* conduct be doubtful. The law of 
subordination is the first which God will have im- 
pressed upon the minds of children, and hence ther 
first commandment of the second table is addressed 
to them, and says, '' Thou shalt honor thy father 
and mother.*' A violation of this law was, under the 
Jewish economy, made punishable with death, Ex. 
xxi. 17, and it is, as St. Paul tells us, '^ the first com- 
mandment with promise," Eph. vi. 2. By disobedi- 
ence man fell, and the tendency to resist authority 
has been ever since a main principle of his being. 
This a wise Father wishes to be encountered at the 
outset, and has entrusted the task to parents, to whom 
He has given all authority to enforce submission from 
their children, A faithful discharge of the duty pro- 
mises the best results to all parties, while its neglect 
threatens the most disastrous consequences. In the 
former case, minds and hearts are trained for God by 
habits of obedience and deference to the will of others. 
Parents themselves reap a harvest of filial reverence 
and affection, and a large amount of after vexation 
and annoyance is spared to them who have learned 
to subject their own wishes to those of others to whom 
they may stand in a subordinate relation. In the 
latter case, all this is reversed. The seeds of resist- 
ance to the Divine will are thickly sown. The hearts 
of parents are wrung with welUmerited ingratitude, 
scorn, and neglect, and the victims themselves of pa- 
rental unfaithfulness, either run a subsequent career 
of lawlessness and crime, or acquire the lesson un« 
learned in youth only after a fierce but vain struggle 
with self-created difficulties, arising from the idea that 
the world is as fully prepared to suomit to their whims 
and caprices, and to acknowledge their vain preten- 
sions, as the members of the family household over 
whom they were permitted to tyrannize. 

2. Cain, we may suppose, for some time contented 
himself with despising his brother, whom he was 
taught to consider as altogelViet inieiioilQ Hxsiself; 
jbut when Abel began to display gt«Lce% ol Oaax^Owst 
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Tirhich could not long remain unnoticed even by the 
eye of Cain, contempt was turned into hatred, and we 
shall, perhaps, not go far from the truth, if we assert 
that hatred to Abel became the ruUng passion of 
Cain's manhood. This was one of the bitter fruits of 
parental misconduct, and it was only through the 
grace of God given unto Abel that a thirst for retalia- 
tion and revenge in his heart was not another. 

3. It cannot be doubted that pride was a ruling 
principle in the breast of Cain. From what Jehovah 
said to him in the way of conciliation, we gather that 
he was jealous of his position as the first-born. 
'^ Unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule 
over him." Supremacy was avowedly Cain's portion 
— to him, with all its prerogatives, it inalienably be- 
longed, but as in the case of Haman, one of his dis- 
tinguished descendants, ** all this availed him nothing, 
80 long as he saw" Abel endowed with qualities which 
he was conscious he did not possess, and daily ac- 
quiring respect and admiration, of which, with all his 
pretensions, he was deprived, see Esther v. 13. The 
curse of a fallen state was upon him ; dissatisfaction 
and disgust mingled themselves with his full cup, for 
the blessing that only ** maketh rich, and hath no sor- 
row added with it," Prov. x. 22, was not there. He 
was the first of that unhappy class who ** trust in the 
abundance of their riches, and strengthen themselves 
therefore in their wickedness," Ps. lii. 7, but who are 
a conviction to themselves that they have made a 
false calculation, yet are they ready to cast the blame 
on any one but themselves. In the case before us, 
Abel was the root of bitterness : he seemed to have 
what has been called by the ignorant and superstitious 
an "evil eye," which fell with sinister and damaging 
effect upon the rising prospects of his earthly.minded 
brother. 

We observe here, as in various other parts of the 
sacred record, an avoidance, on the part of the Most 
High, of interference with vested rights, even in 
favor of His own beloved people. Cain is manifestly 
of Satan's brood, while Abel is a child of God, yet 
there was no intention to disturb the law b^ nrVsw^Vv 
the former cJaimed social precedence. \\. vio\S\.^\wi'^ 
beenAbeVa duty, had he lived, to ac\yDLO\i\fe^^^ ^ioLv^^ 
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and no misconduct on the part of Cain would have 
justified him in wresting it out of his hand. The 
latter might, indeed, as Esau afterwards did, dispossess 
himself of it, but as long as he was willing to retain it, 
God would sanction no interference with his rights. 
A levelling spirit is not from above. In the wisdom 
of the Supreme, as long as the earth endures, ^* some 
are and must be greater than the rest,*' and we have 
reason to believe that, in that kingdom of righteous- 
ness which is coming, perfect equality of social rank 
will not obtain. Mark, it will be a kingdom^ not a 
republic, and while there will still be principalities and 
powers subordinate to the supreme Kuler, they will go- 
vern with graduated ranks and influences. Some will 
have authority over ten cities, some over five, and 
some over one, Luke xix. 17, 19, and the saints of 
God, who are preparing for the new state of things 
over which their beloved Kedeemer shall preside, are 
now reminded that they must be subject to the powers 
that be, *' not only for wrath, but also for conscience 

" sake," Bom. xiii. 5. 

4. From what has been surmised, we must conclude 
that the corruptions of Cain's nature, fostered by sin- 
ful indulgence on the part of his parents, and un- 
checked by Divine grace, had expanded into fell luxu- 
riance when the season of manhood was attained, and 
by that time Satan had succeeded in making him 
a despiser of the authors of his being, a hater of his 
brethren, a rebel to his God, and the destroyer of his 
own soul, or, in the strong language of the apostle in 
describing those of whom Cain was the undoubted 
progenitor, " a hater of God, despiteful, proud, a 
boaster and inventor of evil things, disobedient; to 
parents, without understanding, a covenant breaker, 
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful," 
Bom. i. 30, 31, and such were some of you," my 
christian readers, " but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God," 1 Cor. vi. 
11. And such, alas! are still some who may read 
these pages — who have not yet joined the party of 
Abel, the followers of the Lamb. O, my friends, 
however amiable and lovely you taa^ a^^ear in the 

ejea ofjoixv friends or relatives, and, \wi\\k^ VJa.^ \Hjax« 
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derer Cain, if you do not love Christ with a perfect 
love because you have found Him to be far more 
lovely than yourselves, or than all the world beside, 
you must still belong to the family which Cain repre- 
sents. He rejected Christ, and Satan claimed him : 
we see the consequences — they may not be so mani- 
fest in you — it may not be the evil one's purpose that 
they should be ; but if you are not serving the Lord 
Jesus with your whole heart, you are serving Satan. 

IV. — Lastly, I propose to trace Cain's downward 
progress to the gulf of wrath and ruin. 

1. It is probable that Cain was at first ashamed of 
the feelings which his brother's virtues had awakened 
in his breast, and that he began life under the cha- 
racter of a dissembler. To avow dislike would serve 
neither Satan's purpose nor his own. Such murderous 
dispositions, too, as Cain at last discovered, must have 
had a growth anddevelopement. It is not likely that the 
feeling of hatred which was content with nothing but 
the destruction of its object, had come to maturity at 
once, and if not, there was, probably, a period when 
it rankled in the breast of the future murderer almost 
unknown to himself, at least unwilling to expose its 
hideous features to the detestation of others. In God's 
eye it was already murder, 1 John iii. 15 ; but there 
was a time when Cain did not know that, and there 
are thousands now who would stand aghast to be told 
they were murderers, who at God's unerring bar are 
already convicted of the crime, because they hate their 
brethren. 

2. Abel was pious, and Cain must imitate his piety ; 
but even at God's altar he was worshipping himself, 
not God. For the hypocrisy of this attempt he cared 
not, as long as he could impose upon his parents, his 
brother, or any human beings whom the earth then 
contained. But— 

3. God owned Abel and his offering, by some 
sensible token, and rejected Cain. From that mo- 
ment his bosom, the abode hitherto of a cool and 
calculating hostility, became like a newly convulsed 
volcano, filled with elements: of deadly mischief that 
would no longer be restrained. Daxk ^xv^ ^vc^\\\ 
vapours of inborn passion gathered aTO\md\v\^\stci.^> 

and it needed but the breath oi lVveLiOi:d,\\V^^ ^«Xx^«ni. 
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of brimstone, to kindle the fiendish thoughts and 
purposes thickly accumulating within his heaving 
Dreast, into full activity. . 

4. God spoke ; but he spoke approvingly of Abel — 
not Cain. He remonstrated with the self-confessed 
hypocrite : " Why art thou wroth ?" Your brother 
has done you no wrong ; and you cannot be surprised 
that I am not imposed on by religious services which 
set me and my purposes at nought. ** Why is thy 
countenance fallen ?" What dark designs of treachery 
are you meditating against my faithful servant ? What 
hard thoughts are you indulging of my righteous 
judgements ? '^ If thou doest weU, shalt thou not be 
accepted ?" even as Abel, who has approached me in 
the character and spirit which I have prescribed, and 
which alone can obtain acceptance for any member of 
Adam's apostate race: ''And if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door." There is a place of repentante 
and restoration even for you — a sm offering is pro- 
vided and proclaimed, through whose sufferings and 
merits your sins, though deeply dyed as scarlet, may 
be made white as snow. Can you justly blame me 
because I do not reject Abel, who propitiates my 
favor by the symbolized sacrifice of my beloved Son, 
and accept you, who commit sin without fear, and ap- 
proach me without repentance ?" The effect of this 
gracious expostulation was to deepen hatred and ripen 
crime. The words of truth fell with stimulating effect 
on the ear of the fratricide, and God, by His merciful 
expostulation, still further hardened the heart of Cain. 

5. If Cain had hitherto kept his envy of Abel con- 
fined to his own bosom, it was because he was himself 
ashamed of so degrading a passion. Perhaps he said, 
'* I do hate him, but I am incapable of aoing him 
hurt:'* just as Hazael said to Elisha, " But what I is 
thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing ?" 
2 Kings viii. 13. Self-respect, however, is but a weak 
barrier against the ever-swelling tide of human de- 
pravity and Satanic temptation. It will stand as long 
as the evil one finds it his interest to permit it, or to 
f Tt K^ it for his purposes, and no longer. Cain now 
Ay iV^ ^^® secret was known, and he scorned to cast 

bi^ on the compassion o£ Hiai y»Vvo ^'' ^^Tc\i«d. 
«™ out and knew him." Ps.cxxxvx.l. kamW^^^A^oJi 
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Judas Iscariot, to whom our Lord gave a sop when He 
had dipped it, and into whom Satan immediatelj 
entered, John xiii. 26, 27, so Cain now cast off all 
reserve and surrendered himself to the full mastery of 
the vile passions which he had so long cherished. 
Defiance of God is added to the motives by which he 
is precipitated into crime. 

6. Malice is generally mean and cowardly, as well 
as wicked. It dreads to encounter the eye of its 
victim, and seeks to compass its end by subterfuge 
and concealment. Thus Cain dreaded to assail his 
innocent brother by open violence. We have reason 
to believe that he inveigled him into some lonely spot 
under pretence of holding converse with him on a sub* 
ject interesting to both. Some have ventured to re- 
present the being and attributes of Jehovah as the 
topic discussed — one dear to the heart of Abel ; and 
there, while either pretending to resent some reproof 
from the lips of his faithful brother, or treacherously 
taking advantage of an unguarded moment, he effected 
his murderous purpose. The great destroyer tri- 
umphs — ^his first-born, by deceit and murder, remains 
undisputed master of the world which he had pro- 
mised him as the reward of his homage. The prin- 
ciple is now fairly asserted, that in a fallen world 
God*8 children will ever be considered as intruders, 
and treated accordingly. Should they be disposed to 
forget it, the prince of this world and his subject will 
often remind them that their condition is that of 
^' strangers and pilgrims " within his territory, and 
their toleration there is not to be looked for. 

7. Let us close our hasty sketch of this wretched 
man's downward course, by adding that he descended 
to the infamy of attempting to escape the conse- 
quences of his crime by a direct falsehood. When 
the Lord asked him, ** Where is Abel thy brother?" 
he replied, '* I know not.** It is written, " The fool 
hath said in his heart, there is no God. They are 
corrupt, they have done abominable works,'* Ps. xiv. 1, 
from whence we may conclude that fools, infidels, 
and workers of iniquity, are names that may be indis- 
criminately applied to all the adversaries of God^ aa 
there is nothing more idiotic tbau lu&deYvX.^ ^ «.w^ xi^- 
(hing^ more God-denying than sin. Hovi ^Xisvw^ '^^^ 
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it for Cain to ignore the omniscience of God by im- 
pjing the possibility of imposing upon Him with a 
lie, and how manifestly did he leave every attribute of 
His divine character, and therefore His very existence 
out of account, when he calculated on murdering His 
servant with impunity. Is this all the wisdom which 
the God-defying rebel can exhibit ? Does his only 
refuge from the wrath of the Holy One consist in an 
insane attempt to conceal his crime ? Will lying and 
insolence impose on the AlUseeing ? O what an ex- 
ample of moral and intellectual degradation does the 
trembling murderer and cowling liar now present! Is 
this the inheritor of a world-wide domain — the aspirant 
to the first place among god-like beings^the repre- 
sentative of Jehovah in administering judgment and 
justice in the earth ? God be thanked for the history 
of this monster specimen of humanity : it presents to 
us our fallen likeness as in a mirror — it glorifies God*s 
forbearing grace— it proves to us the necessity and 
the mercy of the mission of Jesus — it exposes the true 
character of sin, and it indicates the nature of the 
work which is to be performed in us before we can 
re-enter those mansions from whence we have been so 
worthily expelled. 

The history of Cain and Abel is the concurrent his- 
tory of the two races which have continued to divide 
the earth between them from their day to the present 
hour, and shall do until the King shall sit on the 
throne of His glory, and ** separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the 
goats," Mat. xxv. 32. We can well believe that no two 
characters could be more dissimilar than were those of 
the two brethren : selfishness, covetousness, pride, 
impiety, deceit, maliciousness, turbulence, carnality, 
were the prominent features of the one: godliness, 
faithfulness, meekness, brotherly. kindness, content- 
ment, submissiveness, spiritual-mindedness, confiding- 
ness, distinguished the other, and so it is now. The 
character of the one was formed by the love of present 
things — of the other, by the love of things which are 
yet to come. One, therefore, idolized self, the pre- 
siding genius of the ruin which sin had made ; the 
other adored " the Holy One of God" as the promised 
restorer of all things to God and lo \ioVvxL^u%. '^^sa 
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regulated their tempers, aspirations, and pursuits. 
Cain was ever the victim of vexation, of disappoint- 
ment, of weariness, and disgust, because he sought to 
extract happiness out of the curse, and would look for 
it to no other source. Abel found peace in believine 
the promises of a covenant-keeping God. He could 
afford to be patient, submissive, and kind, for he 
knew that neither time, tyranny, nor imposture, 
neither moth, nor rust, nor thieves, Mat. vi. 20, could 
rob him of his inheritance, and that although he 
should suffer the loss of all things here, he could 
really lose nothing who had won Christ. These two 
portraitures still exist in their clear and unmistakeable 
variations of outline — ^their leading distinction being, 
as it was originally, love of self and love of Christ. 
The Cains of the world still appear to have the pre- 
eminence, and to triumph over the Abels of their day 
and neighbourhood, but still '* the Lord God omni- 
potent reigneth," and although His beloved ones have 
ever been a little, and apparently a helpless flock, and 
the posterity of Cain numerous, powerful, and ra- 
venous for the blood of the saints, He has never left 
Himself without witness, or His people without a 
standing miracle of heavenly interposition in the affairs 
of earth. He has said it, and His word shall stand,—- 
" The triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy 
of the hypocrite but for a moment, Job xx. 5. 

Cain enacted and published two laws for his own 
guidance and that of his posterity— one regarded 
God, and the other his fellow man. Of the first, in^ 
volving the rejection of aKedeemer and the distortion 
of the Divine character, I have already spoken. The 
second is embodied in the insolent enquiry by which 
he responded to the demand of his outraged Creator, 
" Am I my brother's keeper?" which implied that he 
repudiated every law of brotherhood — every obligation 

f rowing out of the bond of a common humanity, 
'hat his motto was, ** every man for himself" — a 
motto but too faithfully adopted by his descendants, 
and, alas ! but too frequently borrowed even by many 
of whom we cannot help believing that they are chil- 
dren of God. To bring this more clearly before those 
who will understand it, let me name «^ ^evi Q.S. ^^ 
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many ways by which professing christians now prac« 
tically enquire, *' Am I my brother*s keeper ?" 

1. By tiie most palpable indifference to the claims 
of the perishing heathen. The state of our missions 
and missionary societies too painfully attests that we 
are quite content, each with our own spiritual advan- 
tages, and that we consider the necessities of others, 
in this respect, as a matter in which we have no con- 
cern. O the labours, the arts, the contrivances, of 
committees and secretaries of religious societies to 
scrape together the annual income by which christian 
efforts are to be sustained ! The thousands of beg- 
ging letters — the numerous and costly deputations — 
the reams of printed circulars— the repeated pulpit 
appeals that must be resorted to as the mdispensable 
machinery of an institution for dispensing that bread 
of life to famishing millions abroad, of which we pos- 
sess an abundance, often to satiety at home. Does 
not every one remonstrate in the language of Cain, 
who requires their christian liberality to be stimulated 
by such means ? 

2. By the lamentable exclusiveness that isolates from 
each other believers in the one Lord, and children of 
the one Father. The church of God is one, and can- 
not be divided. Men, from caprice or for convenience, 
have formed a variety of religious communities ; but 
their outward distinctions cannot efface the linea- 
ments of a common fraternity in those who are God*s 
adopted ones, by whatever name or peculiarity they 
pass among men. They are brethren, and are bound 
to each other much more closely than to the mere ad- 
herents of the same sect or party to which they inci- 
dentally belong, see 1 Cor. xii. 13, &c., and yet are 
they taught to speak the language of the first murderer. 
Well is it if they do not also learn to feel like him to- 
wards one another because they belong to different 
earthly communities, and have chosen a form of wor- 
ship arranged after a different model. We should re- 
member that God will not adopt our plan of portioning 
out His Church. He has one of His own, and we 
must ultimately accommodate ourselves to His. It 
will be well for us to begin now, ^' endeavouring to 

keep the unity of the Spirit in. l\iebotid c^^ ^^ace^** sea 
£ph, iv. 1—6. 
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3. By the pride, indifference, and selfishness which 
have dnven away the spirit of brotherhood from among 
the members, even of the same christian communion. 
Here, if anywhere, the professing followers of a loving 
Redeemer should feel bound to identify themselves 
with each other; and this for mutual recognition, as- 
sistance, edification, and comfort. But, is it not a 
fact, that many worship together for years under the 
same roof, yea, and partake of the memorials of a love 
— as indifferent to sects and symbols as it is ardent 
and untiring— at the same table, who have never ex- 
changed one kindly word, or made a single enquiry 
of each others physical or spiritual health or pros- 
perity? And what better reason could be alleged 
among us for such a strange illustration of brotherly 
love than that given by Cain ? O, who can wonder 
that vital religion does not thrive in such ungenial 
soil ? God, whose name is love, is not our God ; and 
Jesus, who humbled Himself to the cross for us, is 
kept out of our assemblies by the partition walls, which 
our pride, coldness, and exclusiveness, have reared. 

4. By the ordinary treatment of servants. Many 
and loud are the complaints made of this useful and, 
in many respects, valuable class, but they might often 
respona to the class of employers in the language of 
the afflicted Israelites in Egypt, and say, '' Behold, 
thy servants are beaten, but the fault is in thine own 
people," Exod. v. 16. Superhuman burthens are laid 
upon them, and superhuman virtues are expected of 
them, but what masters or mistresses trouble them- 
selves to enquire after the source from whence their 
strength or moral qualifications are to be derived? 
Who teaches them to pray, or opens statedly to them 
the living fountain of all spiritued and moral improve- 
ment ? Believe it, my friends, you cannot reap where 
you have not sown, nor gather where you have not 
strawed. Your servants ought to be considered and 
treated as brethren beloved — God has made you, 
while they are members of your household, keepers 
of their souls, and 3^ou cannot decline the task without 
identifying yourself with him who first set its duties 
at nought. 

5. By the neglect of opportunities iox ^L^?i^^^i«^!^- 
fullf, as the servanta of our comihgluOTdL) W(3ck -^ci^^^ca 
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with whom we come into occasional contact— relatives, 
friends, acquaintances, partners in business, associates 
in our daily occupation, guests tarrying for a night in 
our house, or sharing a family meal. Had we some se- 
cular purpose to serve in impressing the minds of such 
parties with our views, and gaining them to our purpose, 
we should watch anxiously for the favourable moment 
of address, and suffer no trifling obstruction to inter- 
fere; but we are neither wise nor sedulous to win 
souls to Christ. O, my friends, is there not a fearfully 
applicable view that may be taken of the Divine de- 
claration, "At the hand of every man's brother will 
I require the life of man?" Gen. ix. 5. 

6. And lastly. By contented ignorance of, and indif- 
ference to, the physical sorrows and privations of our 
fellow men — " If thou forbear to deliver them that are 
drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be 
slain ; If thou say, Behold, we knew it not ; doth not 
he that pondereth the heart consider it ? and he that 
keepeth thy soul, doth he not know it ? and shall not 
he render to every man according to his works?*' 
Prov. xxiv. 11, 12. One of our sinAil inconsistencies 
is the attempt to perform our duties to our fellow-men 
by deputy. Poor-law inspectors, mendicity societies, 
and other benevolent intruments have, we conceive, 
relieved us of the task of enquiring after our brethren 
in the retreats to which poverty, sickness, and sorrow 
have consigned them ; but God has made each of us 
our brother's keeper, and we can devolve neither 
the duties nor the responsibilities of the office upon 
another. Individual obligations necessarily imply indi- , 
vidual judgments to be pronounced hereafter, and in- 
dividual sentences to be executed — none of the repre- 
sentatives of the selfish or indolent holders of talents 
committed to their individual keeping for employment 
** Can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to 
God a ransom for him," Ps. xlix. 7, 
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.„ *o»aiade tk J- «^«.rv that "God had made 

L"'''^*r bi^fhtv hav? sought out many in- 

i6on, ., ^» out they "*X^h means, that the great 

foi- A«d S • "''J- ^^' '^^ the first in the way of 
'«oo«ne«8 ^i**'«l,°>a° »* ^„g and enjoying what 
?Jy *od'c.^!gf "« °^ J tiS course of time'l.e had 
^ ^O' hi^ °**5 ''"* *^l^foU8 and crooked paths 
' ^*d J^i?»«elf many d«^;^, and consequently 

'^"ce atid^K?**'*^ ^'^^ It is »° reference to ttiis 
!** the 1,,^ "^easedness. rS-reek language means 

«^gof tj^^^i *'sin- in thefj[^e word 4rror " in 
^'^ inipjj **^ark or way, ^^^ata some ascertained 
The Sci^^ a wandering *^- idea: for example, 
? ^^''J tfai^^t^^^res sustain ^'^I^zqct from the Lord," 

'il^-^^gj??'^. " ^^?r way-." I";,!"-. 17- 



|e Of ^^epartfrom "» » ii. I'*' '"'"®' ™ '"^ 
ne erj-i ***y ways," Jo^ 2* the Father of mer- 
***® C3^^§ »nd miserable* ^ c?*"'- 1, S.iscease- 
it**'*^*^ .°^all comfort, f ^»je, and see and 
*^? oTd Stand ye in *^^ the good way, and 
'r""* ^2,iP«hs, where »« J aoto your souls," 

G^^-*«ri,^ Of Adam ^1% b^ -^^^^ ^'^^- 
P*th» would ^^^ ^ 
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Bsken ; all would have rushed down the broad way of 
destruction, or, as Isaiah says, '' Except the Lord of 
Hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we should 
have been as Sodom, we should have been like unto 
Gomorrah," l6. i. 9 ; but He has never left Himself 
without a witness of His saving grace. He has had a 
family existing from the first — represented in the be- 
ginning by Abel — always comparatively small, and, 
for the most part, afflicted, despised, bruised, but 
never extinguished. Of this blessed family Enoch was 
a distinguished member. Let us try and discover 
something of his history. 

Enoch, the seventh from Adam in the line of faith- 
ful Seth, was the son of Jared, and was born in the 
year of the world, six hundred and twenty-two, when 
men had greatly multiplied in the earth. If we may 
judge of his father by the name he bears in the sacred 
history (and names there are often significant of cha- 
racter or office), meaning *' he that rules or com- 
mands," he was a man ''who^ ruled his own house 
well ; having his children in subjection with all 
gravity," 1 Tim. iii. 4. And of Enoch himself, whose 
name signifies '^ dedicated and disciplined," we can 
have no hesitation in concluding that— 

1. He was dedicated by his pious and judicious fa- 
ther from his birth to the service of God. 

2. God graciously accepted the parental offering in 
this case, as He subsequently did, under similar cir- 
cumstances, in that of Samuel, and thus expressed His 
approval of this conduct on the part of those whom 
He has charged with the training of children '* in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord," Eph. vi. 4. 

3. Young Enoch, when he came to years of dis- 
cernment, and learned what his father had done, fully 
adopted his godly act, and surrendered himself to the 
Lord, determining to '* glorify Him in his body and 
spirit, which were His," 1 Cor. vi. 20. 

4. His education, we may be assured, accorded with 
the will and character of the holy Being to whose ser- 
vice he was devoted. Thus " faith worked by love," 
and love brought forth its appropriate fruits, which 
*' perish" not *' in the using." 

Here I desire to address myself to youu^ persons 
especially. Listen to me, my yoxxti^ itveii^^, Xwx 
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observe two leading facts in the history of this good 
Bian. The first is that ** he walked with God," and 
the seeond is that ** God took him/' Upon these two 
I beg to offer you a few practical observations. May 
the God and Father of us all give you grace to lay 
them to heart. I shall first sa; something about what 
we are told of his manner of life. He walked with 
God. Observe— 

1. If we look back, as far as our memory wil 
carry us, to our earliest years, or if we notice the dis- 
positions of the youngest children of our acquaintance, 
we shall be convinced that the object for which we 
have from our birth most earnestly contended is the 
liberty to gratify our own inclinations without respect 
to the will or convenience of others ; in fact, to do 
just as we liked, without let or hindrance ; and we 
may add, from experience of our own feelings, and 
observation of those of others, that the things wherein 
we most desired to please ourselves were those against 
which we had been warned or commanded by others 
older and wi^er than ourselves. Selfwilledness, there- 
fore, seems the natural disposition of us all from our birth . 

2. There would be no possible harm in consulting 
our own will on every occasion if we had all remained as 
perfect in mind and body, and as like God as Adam 
and Eve were before they fell into sin, for then we 
could have no will but what God implanted, and our 
greatest delight, and, therefore, our strongest in- 
clination would be to please Him, and His Spirit 
would shew us continually how that was to be 
done ; but since the fall, the Scriptures inform us, and 
we must know of ourselves, that, instead of having the 
likeness of God, we are all shapen in iniquity, and 
born in sin, Ps. li. 5 ; our hearts are carnal, that is 
fleshly, instead of being spiritual, and therefore, by na- 
ture, we hate God, Rom. viii. 7. "Foolishness,'* 
which is only another name for wickedness, see Psalm 
xiv. I, we are told '* is bound up in the heart of a 
child,'* Prov. xxii. 15. ** As soon as we are born," 
God says, ** we go astray," Ps. Iviii. 3. What worse 

guides, therefore, could we have than our own tastes or 
esires, seeing that these are against God and K.\& 
holy law, and can only lead us into a\n a.wd \Xi<a ^o\i.- 
demaatioa that awaits the guilty? 
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3. God has wisely and kindly given us parents 1^ 
correct and restrain us when disposed to wander into> 
the ways of evil, and to guide us into the paths of 
righteousness and safety. The love of their children 
is implanted in their breasts, and this love impels them; 
to make every effort for their present and future good, 
and to controul in them ihose evil propensities which, 
if not checked, will hurry them into mischief and ruin.^ 
God has strictly enjoined obedience to parents, be- 
cause they are supposed to know what is good for us 
better than we can know it ourselves, and when they 
love God, and are faithful foUoweis of Jesus Christ, 
they will lead their children to Him, and pray Him 
to make them His children, and take them under His 
care in this life, and into His kingdom in the life to 
come. This we suppose pious Jared did, and in this 
way Enoch came to walk with God, which means that 
he was God's child, and chose to serve God rather 
than to please himself. From strictly obeying his 
parents Enoch learned to obey God, for in that case « 
his first lesson was one of self-denial, and without this. 
we cannot be the disciples of Christ, or the children 
of God, Mat. xvi. 24. Submission to parental autho- 
rity is, therefore, in itself, a most wholesome discipline^ 

, besides being well pleasing to the Lord, see Eph. vi. 
1—3, Col. iii. 20. 

4. Jesus Christ is our great Example in all that is 
good and lovely and profitable to ourselves. Children 
cannot do better than imitate Him, for as a child He 
walked closely with God, his Father, and He dwells 
in glory with that Father now. Though He was God 
as well as man He became subject to earthly parents, 
and gave them reverence, Luke ii. 51. When He 
grew up He declared His intention to fulfil all the 
duties imposed upon man, even those from whiqh, be^ 
cause He had no sin, he might have been excused. 
Mat. iii. 15. On no occasion did He consult His own 
pleasure, Rom, xv. 3, nor seek to do His own will, John 
V. 30, vi. 38, but it was His meat to do His Father's, 
John iv. 34. We cannot wonder, therefore, that Hia 
Father was well pleased with Him, and took more than 
one occasion of declaring it. Mat. iii. 17, xvii. 5. 
Thus, my dear young frieuda, ^ow see how neces-. 

sary it is for us to lay the H.o\^ ^^mCs ^e^w^vj^^xx <afik 
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Enoch's manner of life 'to heart — in the first place, be. 
oause it has been written for our instruction, and in 
the next, because, '' we all like sheep by nature go 
astray, we turn every one to his own way,** Is. liii. 6, 
and our heavenly Father has graciously sent us a good 
Shepherd to bring us back, and to direct our steps 
** into the way of peace.'* Those who find and pur- 
sue that way walk with God. He is their companion, 
protector, and guide ; and, therefore, unless we are 
walking with Him, we are yet in our sins, and in the 
broad way that leads multitudes to destruction. Mat. 
vii. 13. 

Let me now engage your attention to the second 
great fact recorded in Enoch's brief biography — 
namely, that God took him. Observe — 

1. God's having taken Enoch reminds us of the 
fact that there are more young than aged persons taken 
away by death every year, because few, comparatively 
speaking, live to be old. God will take many of you 
away before those bright prospects are realized which 
now beckon you onward in the race of life — *' Prepare 
to meet your God," Amos iv. 12. 

2. Some of you will live to be old ; but death will 
£nd you at last in a state of preparedness greatly in- 
fluenced by the discipline of your childhood and 
youth. *^ Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and 
let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes ; but know thou that for all these things 
trod will bring thee into judgement," Eccl. xi. 9. Re- 
member — 

(1.) Enoch was early dedicated to God — so have 
jou been in your baptism. 

(2.) Enoch had abundant opportunity of pleasing 
himself — more, probably, than any of you have. 

(3.) Enoch was born in sin, and was, therefore, sub- 
ject to evil inclinations like you. 

. (4.) Enoch had parents, we have reason to believe, . 
who were faithful to God, and lived to thank Him for 
them. I hope yours are faithful too. Could you see 
into futurity, the stricter they are with you, the bet- 
ter you would love and value them. 
- (5.) Children like to accompany ^V^eivt ^^x^\s\&. 
£aQct chose God in Christ Jeans as \i\s ^^xeiiX. ^^^ 
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ever, and walked with Him — ^listened to His conversa- 
tion — asked Him questions — held confidingly by Hi» 
band^kept up with Him, and set his heart on going* 
with Him whither He went, and abiding with Him for 
ever. So, long before his earthly journey would have 
naturally ended, God took him according to His own 
desire. You cannot expect to be taken just now as 
Enoch was, for " God translated him that he should 
not see death," Heb. xi. 5 ; but if you follow Enoch's 
example, you shall be taken from the grave, to which 
we must all go, by Jesus Christ at His return to this 
world, and shall be received into His glorious king- 
dom, there to meet with Enoch, and Abel, and Noah, 
Abraham, Moses, David, and all the elect people of 
God who were once born into this wicked world just 
as you have been, but who preferred Christ as a friend 
and companion, and His work of redemption, His 
word and His precious promises, as objects of interesl 
and pursuit, to all the pleasures, riches, and honours 
which Satan could oflfer them. They, therefore, see- 
ing what this world was, and desiring something far 
better, kept close by God while they lived, and de- 
parted in the full hope of a glorious resurrection 
through the Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. When 
Jesus comes, they *' shall be caught up in the clouds 
to meet their Lord in the air, and so shall they ever 
be with the Lord," 1 Thess. iv. 17. 

Let us now review Enoch's manhood. During this 
season, too, he walked with God, which includes — 

L That with, we may suppose, an average share of 

intelligence, cultivated and matured by observation, 

reflexion, and parental instruction — with a heart full 

of the lively emotions of youth — with a body sound, 

vigorous, and active, and with a term of life before 

him such as placed old age and death at an immense 

distance, he was called upon to choose a path to walk 

in through this world — one that promised the largest 

amount of enjoyment — the fewest obstructions to ease 

and comfort — and the brightest prospects to the young 

aspirant after friendship, opulence, renown. With 

every solicitation to carnal indulgence, and to join the 

ranks of the godless and the gay, he chose the path 

that led to God^the path in wYivcYi Yi^ co\xld ever 

enjoy Hia presence and protection, wA N«\i«t^ \ift 
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twAd cultivate acquaintance with Him, and listen to 
His voice. 

2. He left the world hehind him and came to God. 
He heard the voice of his Beloved saying to him, 
•*Thi8 is the way, walk thou in it," Is. xxx. 21, and 
he obeyed it, although a thousand voices said, '* Come 
with us— *we shall find all precious substance — we shall 
fill our houses with spoil — cast in thy lot with us," 
Ptov. i. 11, 13, 14. But he repHed to them, "De- 
part from me ye evil doers, for I will keep the com- 
mandments of my God," Ps. cxix. 115, Enoch was 
enabled, by Divine grace, to see that '* the earth was 
defiled under the inhabitants thereof, because they 
had transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, 
broken the everlasting covenant; therefore had the 
curse devoured the earth and they that dwelt therein 
were desolate," Is. xxiv. 5, 6, and feeling that all 
things earthly were shaking to their fall, and that there 
was no resting place there for his soul, he said to 
Jesus, " Bid me come unto Thee on the water " — 
over the billows of sin and afiliction, and through the 
Btorms of Divine wrath. And Jesus said to him, 
•* Come," Mat xiv. 28, 29. 

3. He believed. "He that cometh to God must 
believe that He is, and that He is the rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him," Heb. xi. 6. To estimate 
the faith by which such men as Abel, Enoch, &c., 
were enabled to come to God, we must take a few 
facts into account which effect all who desire to draw 
Digh now, as much as they did the saints of ancient 
times. 

(1.) God had said to guilty Adam, "Depart," — 
** He drove out the man ;" not only the individual 
who had disobeyed, but all his posterity federally, 
that is, by covenant, included in him, in fact, all man- 
kind, and this necessarily, not only because it was the 
penalty attached to sin, but because a polluted crea- 
ture and a holy Creator could no longer associate. 

(2.) When God said to Abel or Enoch, " Return," 
He must have opened a door to them, different from 
that by which their whole race had been driven out — 
a door of pardon, and a door of regeneration. God 
remained the same God, and if they had i^Tdavci^^^*^ 
mune people aa aia and the curse ViadxaoL^e X^CkSixv^^^^ 
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could never have been received back into His favor^ 
and to the hope of restoration to paradisaical blessings 
and p^vileges, for all this was included in a state of 
communion with God, such as Enoch enjoyed. Our 
beloved Redeemer explained the whole matter when 
He said, " I am the way, the truth, and the life : na 
man cometh to the Father, but by me,** John xiv. 6, 
and again, ** I am the door : by me if any man enter 
in, he shall be saved,** John x. 9. Nothing, there- 
fore, can be clearer than that Enoch's faith was ia 
that "new and living way which Christ hath conse- 
crated for us through the vail, that is to say. His 
flesh,** Heb. x. 20. The Holy Spirit had taught him 
his position as an inheritor of the curse, and the utter 
impossibility of his succeeding, by any eflfbrt of his 
own, in changing that position. He could not change 
God's character, nor should he wish it — He could 
not reverse the act of his progenitors, Adam and Eve- 
He could not elevate humanity above its present fallen 
and debased level, and he could not sever himself 
from his kind, so as to become other than a fallen man 
inheriting a fallen nature — occupying a fallen world — 
subject to a satanic dominion, and a victim to the 
power, the curse, and the condemnation of sin. But 
he was one of those who were early permitted to know 
and to believe that what he could not do, " God, 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,*' 
Rom. viii. 3, would yet accomplish, and that to the 
benefits of that glorious act of pardon and restoration 
he was then fully admissible. 

(3.) Enoch did not content himself with knowing the 
purposes of God in Christ Jesus, apprehending, as a 
matter of mere assent, that there was to be a re-ad- 
mission of mankind into the family of God, and that 
the plan of adoption was already in force, open to all 
who chose to take advantage of it — "He arose and 
came to his Father," Luke xv. 20. There alone he 
knew the blessings of the gospel of Christ were to be 
realized — not amid the entanglements of a God-des- 
pising world — not in an atmosphere of carnal excite- 
ment — not by ** the filthy conversation of the wicked," 
2 Pet. ii. 7 — not in the indulgence of ** fleshly lusts that 
war agaioBt the soul,** 1 Pet. ii. II ; but in close and 
continued converse with a Savloxic Q^od, wA ^iiftftt% 
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alone, my readers, will you find the advantages of' 
being Christians — believers in Christ, and expectants 
of participation in His coming glory. You will never 
know or enjoy God by viewing Him from a distance — 
from amidst the mists and exhalations of corrupting 
pleasures and fleshly pursuits. Dimly indeed do His 
attractions there meet your eye, and distorted must be 
your judgementregarding an object seen through such a 
medium. No wonder that He does not appear lovely 
to you, as He really is. No wonder that the beaming 
of His Fatherly countenance does not melt the icy 
hardness of your hearts. O draw near to Him in 
Christ, and you shall see in Him beauties and glories 
which you would give ten thousand worlds to pur- 
chase, but which are offered to your acceptance, 
^* without money and without price," Is. Iv. 1. 

(4.) It is ignorance — ^gross ignorance of God's cha- 
racter that keeps needy, helpless sinners from coming 
to Him. The victims of the fall still adopt the Sata- 
nic misrepresentations that occasioned it, and continue 
to distrust their only Benefactor. Enoch must have 
unlearned the lie of the old serpent or he never would 
have come to God ; but where could he and can we dis- 
cover the truth as regards God and His feelings to- 
wards us ? Nowhere but *' in the face of Jesus 
Christ," 2 Cor, iv. 6. As Jesus Himself tells us, " No 
man knoweth the Father save the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal Him," Mat. xi. 27, 
and it is in this sense we are to believe that the God- 
plan is " the brightness of the Father's glory and the 
express image of His person," Heb. i. 3. It is in 
Christ, viewed by the hght of the Holy Spirit, that the 
saints of God have, in every age, discerned the real cha- 
racter of God, and found that instead of it presenting 
anything repulsive or terrifying to the eye of the 
humble and sincere enquirer, it wore an aspect of love, 
compassion, and tenderness, connected with those at- 
tributes in which the power and majesty of the 
supreme Being may be supposed to consist, such 
as inspires confidence, and awakens hope. All who 
have thus seen God have been emboldened to draw 
near and worship Him, fully assured of His bene- 
volence, and finding in him the fullest su^^l^ €cy^ ^VV 
iheir wants. Thus Enoch saw Qofli m viWva^., ^^^ 
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knew tbat He was his Friend. From tbat moment 
the wiles of Satan and the delusions of the world lost 
their power. If God loved him, that love must be- 
more precious to him than *' thousands of gold and 
silver," Ps. cxix. 72. If God would exercise His wis- 
dom and Fatherly kindness in his behalf, what need 
had he of any other provider, protector, or guide ? 
Enoch, in this conviction, gave himself up to God, and 
so shall we, my friends, when we come to know our 
Heavenly Father as well. Not all the world, with^ 
Satan's subtilities to back it, will then be able to se- 
parate us any longer from Him. 

(5.) He walked with God. The idea here evidently 
is, that he chose God for his companion i-n contradis- 
tinction to the world. He left other men to " walk 
according to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now 
worketh in the children of disobedience," Eph, ii. 2, 
He preferred to walk in God's way — to-order his steps 
according to God's word — to walk as Abraham was 
afterwards commanded, ** before God, and to be per- 
fect," Gen. xvii. 1. No doubt he could have had 
other associates in abundance. No doubt he was ' 
often invited to '* walk in the counsel of the ungodly," 
Ps. i. I — of those who, by their daily walk, proved that 
" they were the enemies of the cross of Christ," Phil, 
iii. 18 ; but no : God had condescended to invite him 
to companionship and co-operation, and His ways he 
knew were " ways of pleasantness, and all His paths 
were peace," Pro v. iii. 17; and he knew, moreover, 
whither those ways and those paths would ultimately 
lead — to life and blessedness, while the way of the 
wicked is *' the way to hell, going down to the cham- 
bers of death," Prov. vii. 27. But entering more 
minutely into Enoch's walk, we shall find that it con- 
sisted in — 

[1.] The adoption of God's truth regarding Himself 
and His earthly creatures, which He has ever delighted 
to reveal to the minds of His servants, or rather His 
friends, as our Lord called His desciples, " because 
all things that He had heard of His Father, He had 
make known unto them," John xv. 15. ** Two cannot 
walk together except they be agreed," Amos iii. 2, so 
L Enoch could not have walked mtii ^od mt^s^ Vw^ 



WALKING WITH GOD. 

mind and will had been entirely conformed to God'g. 
He is unchangeable — "the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever," Heb. xiii. 8^ and He is perfect in 
counsel, He cannot err ; therefore, if we dissent from 
His views, as all do who disobey Him, we must be 
wrong, and at enmity with ourselves. As long as we 
continue to act upon our own wisdom, or consult our 
own wishes, independently of Him, we are not only 
sinners but fools ; for He will ultimately be the great 
standard by which our fitness or unfitness for eternal 
life will be decided. " In His presence is fulness of 
joy, and at His right hand there are pleasures for 
ever," Ps. xvi. 2 ; but none can be admitted there who 
disagree with Him — none who have not walked with 
Him in accommodating their will to His now can dwell 
with Him in heavenly harmony hereafter. 

One great test of conformity to God, is ** the truth 
as it is in Jesus." That truth involves, not only the 
work of redemption, but the necessity for that work, 
and conformity to God requires us to believe our own 
utter depravity and insufficiency, as well as God's 
love in Christ towards us, and His righteousness in 
demanding a sacrifice for sin. None, therefore, can 
walk with God who do not adopt, as applicable to 
themselves, every sentiment of His in reference to the 
state of man by nature ; for it is in this that He *' com- 
mends His love towards us," " in that while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us," Rom. v. 8, and the 
more heinous that sin appears, the more strongly is 
that wonderful love commended to our admiration and 
our gratitude ; and, on the contrary, the less we make 
of that sin, the less glory redounds to Him who gave 
His only begotten Son to save us from its power and 
condemnation. Moreover, the Father declared Him- 
self well pleased in the Son, because He laid down His 
life for our sakes, and this because of the great danger 
to which we were exposed, as well as the great sacri- 
fices to which He submitted. We, therefore, cannot 
be agreed with Him if detracting from the evil of sin, 
we make little of the peril to which wc were exposed, 
.and, therefore, disparage the stupendous work of our 
jSaviour God. He saw the depths of wrath and ruin 
to which we were sunk, and the deeper abyss of woe 
that fawned to receive us ; and 'wYi^ivIlL^ ^v« \:l^ \s5«sv 
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able to save himself or his brother, and no intercessor' 
to plead with a sin-hating God for the lives of sinners, 
Is. lix. 16, He leaped Himself into the yawning gulf, 
and, at the expense of sorrows and sufferings incon* 
ceivable, snatched us from the hand of the destroyer, 
and bore us back with Him to the right hand of the 
Majesty in the heavens. All this we must receive 
with implicit confidence ; and in the light of those great 
truths, self must be utterly prostrated, and Grod alone 
exalted, or else we cannot walk with Him ; for these 
are the foundation facts upon which all His present 
dealings with us, and future purposes regarding us, 
rest ; and we cannot go along with Him in His reve- 
lations of grace or providence, unless we fully adopt 
these as the first principles of heavenly discipleship. 

[2.] Walking with God must also, of course, include 
a practical submission to God*s will. Our Lord's rule 
of friendship for the guidance of His followers is obe- 
dience to Him — " Ye are my friends if ye do what- 
soever I command you," John xv. 14, and this flows 
necessarily from the union between Christ and His 
people. He is the Head, and they are the members 
of the spiritual body. We know it is the office of the 
head to plan, to devise, to determine — of the limbs 
to execute the decisions of the head, and in this lies 
their mutual connexion and dependence — "For as 
the body is one and hath many members, and all the 
members of that one body, being many, are one body, 
so also is Christ; and the eye cannot say unto the 
hand, I have no need of thee : nor again, the head to 
the feet, I have no need of you," 1 Cor. xii. 12, 21. 
Our great object, the apostle tells us, should be ** to 
grow up unto Him in all things which is the Head, 
even Christ, from whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body 
unto the edifying of itself in love," Eph. iv. 15, 16. 
Taking, then, this apt and striking figure for our 
guide, we see that a mere profession of attachment to 
Christ is far from the principle in which membership 
consists. If we belong to Him, we must be His instru- 
aieata to carry out His plana ^lud purposes, not our 
^^n. To ^^ glorify Himi in out bo4Wa wi^ ai^mVa ^\iv^ 

94 



WALKING WITH GOD. 

Bxe His," 1 Cor. vi. 20. Enoch, we read, '' had this 
testimoDj that he pleased God," Heb. xi. 8, a noble 
testimony, intimating that he did not seek to please 
himself, as is natural to all, but that, '^ whether he ate 
or drank, or whatsoever he did, he did all to the glory 
of God," 1 Cor. X. 31. We have, in our day, much 
outward interest in religion. Many and loud are our 
boastings of the gospel light which we enjoy, and un- 
exampled, confessedly, are the efforts made, both from 
the pulpit and the press, to disseminate the blessings 
of evangelical truth, but alas ! where is the work 
actually performed, where the sacrifices made, where 
the self-denial exercised for the glory of God ? ** My 
Father," said Jesus, '* worketh hitherto, and I work," 
John V. 17. God is always working, but those who 
profess to be His people content themselves either 
with talking, or giving a mite now and again to some 
religious society to do their work for them. This is 
certainly not walking with God. He does not keep 
his heart for Himself and give His tongue to us. He 
does not give grudgingly a pittance to some one 
who will be His deputy in ministering to our wants. 
He does not satisfy Himself with telling us from day 
to day how much He loves us, and never interesting 
Himself for us or our cause. No, God is ever active, 
earnest, practical, and He will not associate with Him, 
either here or hereafter, those whose love for Him, 
and for their fellow-creatures whom he loves, is not 
sufficiently ardent and impulsive to stimulate them to 
actual labors and conflicts in His service, and conse- 
quently against sin, the world, and Satan, whether in 
themselves or in those around them. And this leads 
us to remark that — 

[3.] Walking with God implies the publication of 
a faithful testimony against a godless world — of course, 
by our own example first, as the servants of God 
have ever done by their separation from it, and 
their evident citizenship in heaven, Phil iii. 20, but 
also by a constant and faithful declaration of the coun- 
sels of God against sinners, and a kind, yet honest ex- 
posure to them of their state and the perils to which 
they are exposed. This Enoch did in the course of 
his walk with God. Jude, referring to ih& evvl qws^ 
of bis day aad the judgement impeiAivu^ ON«t "CwKvsi.^ 
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imforms us that ''Enoch also, the seventh from Adam* 
prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh 
with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgement 
upon all, and convince all that are ungodly among them 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard speeches which un- 
godly sinners have spoken against Him," Jude 14, 15. 

To understand practically the manner in which 
Enoch identified himself with God in this matter, we 
have to consider — 

1. His prophetic office. " Enoch prophesied of 
these," by which we are to understand, as Peter tells 
us, that he spake not '' by his own will," but as '' a 
holy man of God, he spake as he was moved bj the 
Holy Ghost," 2 Pet. i. 21. God spoke in him, and 
what the Lord said to him, that alone he spoke, 
1 Kings, xxii. 14. It does not appear that we are 
authorised to look for the spirit of prophecy now — nor 
is it needed. We have in the Scriptures '* a sure word 
of prophecy, wberennto we do well that we take heed 
as unto a light that shineth in a dark place until the 
day dawn and the day-star arise in our hearts," 2 
Pet. i. 19. The prophetic announcements of God*8 word 
concerning these latter days are becoming every year 
increasingly interesting ; and as they were with the 
other scriptures written for our instruction, we can- 
not, with justice to God's wisdom and love, or to our 
own spiritual advancement, treat them with neglect. 
Jehovah moves onward through a clearly defined pro- 
phetic path, and we are not walking with Him unless 
our views of the future, and our steps towards it, are 
guided by prophetic light; and as God is in our day 
especially speaking to us in the language of events to 
which the prophecies are the only key, we can only fairly 
represent Him in our day and generation, when we are 
ready to give an answer to every man that asketh us 
a reason of the hope that is in us from the prophetic 
character and tendency of these very events, as we 
shall be enabled to do from a prayerful study of God's 
typical dealings with his people in past times, and the 
recorded revelations of His purposes regarding the 
latter days — on which days it is manifest Enoch's eyes 
were £xed, and in reference to which, his mind was 
ia perfect accordance with the umxd olQcod. 
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2* His expectation of Christ's coming in the end of 
this world. ** Behold he cometh with ten thousand of 
his saints." He too rejoiced to see Christ's day — not 
only His day of humiliation and suflferiog, but His day 
of resurrection glory — not only, observe, the day when 
He came to ^' tread the winepress alone," but the day 
when " He shall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him," Mat. xxv. 31., and not only the 
angels, but " a great multitude of His redeemed ones, 
which no man can number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues," Rev. vii. 9, who 
shall then *^ be caught up to meet Him in the air " as 
He descends to earth. Who can doubt that this tri- 
umphant return of the Son to the scene of His humi- 
liation and sufferings, accords with the mind of God ? 
St. Peter tells us that *' the heavens must receive Him 
until the times of the restitution of all things," but 
that then *^ God will send Jesus who has been preached 
unto us," Acts iii. 19. 20. The expectation of His 
coming, therefore, is not only highly agreeable to Him, 
but to His father also ; and no one can walk closely 
with God who does not ** look for that blessed hope, 
even the glorious appearing of the Great God and our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ," Titus ii. 13. Enoch thus 
walked with God, entering cordially into his far off 
** purposes which he had purposed in Christ Jesus," 
and exulting to behold in Him a new Head and Foun- 
tain of a new human race — the disappearance of sin, 
the abolishment of the curse, life from the dead, and 
" new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth 
righteousness," 2 Pet. iii. 13. Thus, reader, does it 
become us to accommodate ourselves to God's plans, 
which shall surely be accomplished, and " to wait for 
His Son from heaven," 1 Thess. i. 10., rather than to 
build our hopes upon the inventions of men which 
have no warrant of Scripture, and which will afford us 
no solid ground of hope in the day of necessity. 

3. His proclamation of a judgement to come — 
"To execute judgement upon all" — God calls upon 
every sinner to repent, ** because He hath appointed a 
day in the which He will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom He hath ordained, whereof 
He hath given assurance unto all meu m lV\«».t tt^ Vv^lVv 
raised Him from the dead," Acta xnv\. ^Y^^tA^a^^^ 
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declares Himself a rigorous judge to those who Will 
not accept of Him in the relation of a Father and 
Friend, His servants must be prepared to " warn the 
unruly " of coming judgement, as well as to " com- 
fort the feeble-minded " with the words of mercy and 
love, 1 Thess. v. 14. They must, like the great 
apostle, *' reason of righteousness, temperance, and 
judgement to come," Acts xxiv. 25, before even the 
Felixes of this world, if perchance they may make some 
tremble for their sins, and the wrath of an offended 
God. Some there are who claim to be christians, and 
yet have so little of the spirit of Christ, as to desire 
and seek only their own spiritual welfare, regardless of 
the ruin that impends over the great mass of mankind. 
Little can such persons sympathize with the tears the 
compassionate Redeemer shed over the devoted city 
where bonds and afflictions awaited Him, and hence 
the general unfaithfulness exhibited towards the openly 
profane and godless, whom, perhaps, a word of tender 
warning and reproof spoken in season, might awaken 
from their perilous lethargy, and alarm them to flee to 
Jesus in time from the wrath to come. The law of 
God in this matter is enunciated in singular language : 
"Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart; thou 
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer 
sin upon him,** Lev. xix. 17, wherein it is implied that 
the indifference to the welfare of others must amount 
to hatred, which can behold human beings rushing 
down the broad way of destruction, and make no at- 
tempt to arrest their fatal career by a word of faithful 
and timely reproof; and yet such conduct is not only 
practised, but even defended — " Why should we in- 
terfere with others ? We have enough to do to take 
care of ourselves " — " It is nothing to us " — " O, they 
would not listen to us **— " They might think us in. 
trusive ''— '* They have their Bibles, and it is the duty 
of their ministers to warn them " — ** It would not be 
polite to tell people what we think of them.'' These 
and sundry other pleas are offered for the neglect of a 
positive duty ; but do those who invent them walk 
with God ? Are they faithful as His servant Enoch 
was ? The fact is, that the offence of the cross has 
ceased — Christianity is now btoug\it "vrndar tlie laws of 
etiquette and worldly refinement, andVt n«io\3\^W ^ora* 
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lidered uncourteous and illiberal to infer tbat any of 
our acquaintances, however unscriptural their creed 
or ungodly their lives, were not very good christians, 
and must not be acceptable to God. To believe this, 
or to act as if we believed it, is to walk according to 
the course of this world — not to walk with God. 

4. Walking with God, as representing the spiritual 
state of the person so employed, supposes — 

(1). Life. The being spiritually quickened. "You 
hath he quickened," says St. Paul to the believing 
Ephesians, " who were dead in trespasses and sins,'* 
Eph. ii. 1, a state of spiritual resurrection^^" Like as 
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we also should walk in newness of life," 
Rom. vi. 4. Of course, without life there could be no 
motion, and without spiritual life no walking with God. 

(2.) Light. Spiritual illumination. ** Ye do err, " 
said our Lord to the Sadducees, that is, wander from 
God the source of truth, " because ye know not the 
Scriptures nor the power of God," Mat. xxii. 29. *'If 
we say," says St. John, " that we have fellowship with 
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not the 
truth," 1 John i. 6. None, therefore, can walk with 
God, who are not enlightened by His Holy Spirit and 
by the knowledge of His word. 

(3.) Activity. I have already shewn that God is a 
worker, and they who are invited to walk with Him 
are offered the privilege of being fellow -workers with 
God, 2 Cor. vi. 1. That walking with God involves 
active service, may be shewn from many passages of 
Scripture : for example, God said to Jeroboam, " If 
thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and 
wilt walk in my ways and do that is right in my sight, 
to keep my statutes and my commandments, &c., 1 
Kings xi. 38, and Paul prayed for the Colossians "that 
they might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work," Col. i. 10. But 
the point is too obvious to need further illustration. 

(4,) Progress — agoing on unto perfection, Heb. vi. 1. 
The term walking supposes this : it means neither 
standing still nor retreating, but pursuing an onward 
course. The walk of the believer is from earth to 
heaven — from the carnal to the a^vtVtviBA. — ^xo^a. \.W 
world to Christ — ^it is like the " aVimw^ \\^\. *viw&x. 



fiNOCH. 

shiDeth more and more unto the perfect day,'* Prov. 
iv. 18. "This I say/* says St. Paul, "walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh,*' 
Gal. V. 16, that is proceed under the influences of 
spiritual affections — press forward in pursuit of spiritual 
objects, and you will, at every step, leave carnal lusts 
farther and farther behind you. " They go,** says the 
Psalmist, speaking of those whose strength is in God, 
** from strength to strength,'* Ps. Ixxxiv. 7, that is, they 
walk with God, and acquire spiritual sufficiency as they 
advance ; and Paul, recording his own plan of spiritual 
improvement, informs us, ** This one thing I do, for- 
getting those things that are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things that are before ; I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high caUing of God in 
Christ Jesus,** Phil. iii. 13, 14. that we could all thus 
walk, and well might we " go on our way rejoicing,** 
Acts viii. 39; but which of us can claim exclusion 
from that sad society of which the same apostle says, 
** Many walk of whom I have told you often, and now 
tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ ?" Phil. iii. 18. 

(5.) Perseverance. Enoch, doubtless, had many 
stumblingblocks laid in his heavenward path, but he 
put them aside and pressed on. Thus must our chris- 
tian walk be pursued in spite of flattering friends and 
threatening foes. We must say with the Psalmist, 
" Our heart is not turned back, neither have our steps 
declined from thy way : though thou hast sore broken us 
in the place of dragons and covered us with the shadow 
of death,** Ps. xliv. 18, 19. We must remember that 
it is '* he who endures to the end that shall be saved,'* 
Mat. xxiv. 13; but that "he who puts his hand to 
the plough and looks back,** is declared upou infallible 
testimony, to be " unfit for the kingdom of God," 
Luke ix. 62. God will not pause until He has ac- 
complished all His purposes iu Christ, and if we walk 
with Him we must continue to labor and to strive. 

It now remains that we briefly contemplate the sequel 

to Enoch's exemplary career. " He was not ; for God 

took him,** which the apostle explains by saying that 

he " was translated that he should not see death, and 

was not found because God had ltaw?\8A.ed\xvKk^'* Ueb^ 

XI, 5, Observe, regarding ihia iemaiWaX>\^ ^\^\xV— * 
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1 . That it seems the necessary consequence of his 
walking closely with God. In the enjoyment of that 
heavenly privilege and the constant and familiar inter- 
course to which he was admitted, he must have '* be- 
held with open face, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, and been changed into the same image from 
glory to glory as by the Spirit of the Lord,*' 2 Cor. iii. 
18. Thus, being assimilated to his Creator, he became 
gradually more dead to the world, and his '* life was hid 
with Christ in God," so that through the power of the 
Holy Ghost he was at length prepared to appear with 
Christ his life in glory. Col. iii. 3, 4. And such is the 
process now, only that God*8 assimilated ones must 
wait till their Life appears, when they too shall be 
translated never to see death any more. Reader, shall 
you and I be among the number ? Is Christ our 
life ? Are we seeking to be changed into His image 
by the close and constant contemplation of His glory ? 
O, no wonder that men are earthly-minded and unfit 
for heaven, when earthly things are the sole objects 
of their study — when they are the centre around which 
all their thoughts, affections, and desires, continually 
revolve. 

2. Enoch gave his whole being to God, and God 
took him, soid and body, and spirit — all belonged to 
the Great Creator, the service of all were claimed by 
Him, and all shared in the glorious reward with which 
the regenerate creature was crowned. God thus re- 
minds us that he created the whole man for himself, 
and as the whole complex being revolted from Him, 
nothing less will satisfy Him than the recovery of the 
entire. This he aims at in the work of Christ, who 
** was made in all things like unto his brethren,*' Heb. 
ii. 17 — that he might restore man in the full integrity 
of his nature, by a sacrifice in which humanity in all 
its elements participated. Let us not, therefore, offer 
ourselves to God in fragments — the head without the 
heart — the tongue without the hands — the ears with- 
out the mind — the body without the soul, or the soul 
without the body. Let us not imagine that religion 
should engage our mental and not our physical facul- 
ties, or that the world may have one part of us while 
Qrod must have another. He bas ^ion\^^^ l^\\v^ vjvs^ 

Bchism ia our nature. Whale\er \>^ "^uo^^ -^Jsas.'^ 
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or condition now, he occupies it as Enoch, not as a 
part of his former self — and so it will be with us. — 
** Glory, honor, and immortality,'* are prepared for the 
whole renewed man — *' tribulation and anguish'' for 
the whole unrenewed man ; Jesus is now exalted in 
His manhood, and we know of nothing which He re- 
presents, or of any created beings who shall hereafter 
share in his ledemption glory, but those who are 
*' members of His bbdy, of His flesh, and of His 
bones," Eph. v. 30. 

Header, we must have Christ's spirit or we are none 
of His, Rom. viii. 9, but we must have his body too — 
our ''vile bodies" must be made '' Uke unto His glorious 
body," Phil. iii. 21, therefore, let us look for both a 
spiritual and physical resurrection — to rise from the 
death of sin now — to rise from the dust, the worm, and 
corruption hereafter, and let us not adopt any relisious 
notions which would dispense with either, for Goid has 
indisolubly united them. 

3. The advantage of a testimony to the power and 
intention of God to rescue man from the sentence 
which sin had provoked, and to receive him back to 
Himself^ has been contributed to the antideluvian, 
postdeluvian and Christian dispensations, in the 
persons of Enoch, Elijah, and the man Christ Jesus. 
For this we have to " thank God and take courage," 
Acts xxviii. 15. Although these cases are ex- 
ceptions to a general rule, they prove that there is 
to be a resurrection harvest, since a few ears of com 
can already be exhibited as a specimen, and one of 
them the richest and best is declared to be the first- 
fruits presented to God, and anticipative of the ge- 
neral ingathering, 1 Cor. xv. 20. And from what we 
have now learned of Enoch, we may, for the present, 
conclude, that none but those who walk with God 
during their earthly pilgrimage shall sit down at the 
Heavenly banquet which He is preparing for the 
children of the resurrection. 
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METHUSELAH. 

LINOTH OF DATS. 



**And aU the days of MeihvAdah were nine hundred 
siaBty and nine years : and he died,^* — Gen. v. 27. 

It might at first view appear that there is too little of 
incident afforded in the Scripture record of this son of 
Enoch to supply matter for profitable meditation ; but 
while the fact itself of the long lives vouchsafed to the 
earliest of the sons of Adam, and which is the promi- 
nent feature of almost an entire chapter of 6od*s word, 
seems worthy of occupying our attention before we 
proceed farther in the history of our race : I think we 
can find in the brief notice of Methuselah, who was 
the longest liver of them all, something from which 
we may derive no little instruction, of a kind suited 
to all ranks and conditions — all ages and all charac- 
ters of men — and which is the more valuable, inas- 
much as it is calculated, under the Holy Spirit^s teach- 
ing, to remove some of the most fatal delusions with 
which the god of this world continues to '^ blind the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel of Christ should shine unto them," 2 
uor. iv. 4. 

Among the causes which we may be permitted to 
conjecture for the great length of life granted to the 
antedeluvian patriarchs, may be mentioned the speedy 
multiplication of mankind in the earth, and the pre- 
servation of the knowledge of God among the posterity 
of Adam. Had generations of men been then cut off 
hy death as rapidly as they are now, and no written 
record of Adam's knowledge and experience been 
handed down^ we can conceive^ fi:om the hUtor^ q€ 
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what is called tradition, both in ancient and modem 
times, what would have been the fate of the first 
man's testimony. In what a mutilated, distorted, and 
corrupted state it would have reached the family of 
Noah, and been by them transmitted to future gene- 
rations of men. Indeed, the fact is rendered but too 
certain by what has actually occurred in the case of 
those nations which have been formed out of the pos- 
terity of Adam or Noah, and which, although carrying 
with them, in their removal to the various parts of the 
earth allotted for their habitation, the knowledge of the 
true God and His dealings with man, have, in process 
of time, so corrupted and deformed it, as to leave but 
so much trace of its original features as just to enable 
us to discover the source from whence it has been 
derived, and the extent to which the depraved instincts 
of men have set their stamp upon it. 

Nothing saved God's revelation of Himself to Adam 
from similar usage during the sixteen or seventeen 
hundred years of the antedeluvian world's existence, 
but the prolongation of human life, and the conse- 
quently few hands through which it passed. In fact, 
as Adam lived nine hundred and thirty years, and 
Methuselah nearly a thousand, they must have been 
contemporaries for upwards of two hundred and fifty 
years — Methuselah having been born when Adam was 
under seven hundred years old, and thus there was 
but one intermediate step between Adam and Noah, 
who was born in the three hundred and sixty-ninth 
year of Methuselah's age — the latter having lived long 
enough to instruct thoroughly the age to which Noah 
belonged, and having conversed sufficiently long with 
Adam to become himself thoroughly indoctrinated with 
the truths which he only could convey from the Foun- 
tain Head. 

This wise arrangement on the part of an all-seeing 
God, to provide His revelation with the protection 
which He knew it required from the vitiating tenden- 
cies of man's fallen nature, shows us how utterly value- 
less in His sight are those legends which the Church 
of Rome would impose upon us under the name of apos*- 
tolic traditions, and to which she pretends to attach an 
importance scarcely second to that which belongs to the 
inspired /Scriptures. Until His truth was committed io 
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writing He prolonged the life of man, that it might be 
orally conveyed from generation to generation with the 
fewest risks to its genuineness and integrity, and when 
man's days began to be confined within their present 
limits writing was employed, that then it might be 
said of God*s word, ^^ it is written,'* and so it has been 
ever since. As, therefore, tradition has, since the em- 
ployment of penmanship and printing, had no divinely 
appointed safeguard, but is exposed to all the cor- 
rupting influences of infirmity, imposture, and spiri- 
tual obliquity, which we know, from Divine testimony, 
were in active operation among the Jews, and the 
activity of which it is not difficult to trace in the 
Christianity of Rome, we have the strongest grounds 
for rejecting all alleged facts or doctrines *' not read in 
Holy Scriptures, or which cannot be proved thereby, 
as required of any man to be believed as an article 
of fiiith, or to be thought requisite or necessary to 
salvation."* 

Methuselah was the son of Enoch, who walked with 
God, and who, while a sojourner on earth, '* had this 
testimony, that he pleased God," Heb. xi. 5, being a 
believer in Him who was to come, and living in the 
light and the enjoyment of the faith which he pro- 
fessed. Who can doubt that such a man pleased God 
in his domestic character, as well as in every other re- 
lation — that he was a God-fearing husband, parent, 
and master — that the family altar occupied a conspi- 
CUOU8 place in his house, and that the sacrifices of 
prayer and praise were offered thereon with scrupu- 
lous punctuality — that his children were the objects 
of his peculiar spiritual solicitude and attention ; and 
that his heart's desire and constant prayer to God for 
them was, that they might become the subjects of His 
saving grace, the monuments of His love, and the in- 
struments of His glory ? 

What the success of Enoch's pious labours with his 
family was, we shall only know in the day which shall 
declare that, as well as all the other secrets of man's 
history. The most devoted parental efforts often 
appear to be unproductive and vain, — no gleam of 
spiritual intelligence cheers the watchful eye of the toil- 
et 6th Article of the Church of EQg,\«kuOu 
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ing attd praying father — ^no signs of a world-renouncing 
preference for Godly society and occupations respond 
to the christian mother's wrestlings with the heart of 
her child and with God. But it is well — well with the 
father — well with the mother — well with the child. 
The case is where parental faith has placed it, and at 
** evening time it shall be light,'* Zech. xiv. 7 ; " The 
seed shalTspring and grow up, they know not how," Mark 
iv. 27, and they shall find that " their labour has not 
been in vain in the Lord," 1 Cor. xv. 58. Go on, then, 
ye faithful guardians of your children's souls — strive, 
shine, pray ! Do your part, and be assured of it God 
will do His, and whether the actual result which you 
desire is obtained, or some other, you will not complain 
of it in the day of the Lord. 

I. — Of Methuselah's piety or impiety, nothing is re- 
corded ; he may have been distinguished For either, or 
be may have been one of those to whom neither can 
be ascribed. In the world's esteem he may have been a 
religious, moral, sensible, temperate, industrious, in- 
offensive, amiable man — treating his father's memory 
and labours with too much respect to become the open 
enemy of principles to which he was so warmly at- 
tached, but yet having himself so little experimental 
knowledge of their value as to be unprepared to make 
any sacrifice of personal ease or gratification in their 
behalf. In describing his character, therefore, we 
should probably be incorrect in the opinion of his con- 
temporaries if we did not commence by saying that 
he was — 

1 . A religious man — that is, a man of religions habits 
and observances, derived from early training — a man 
who knew a great deal of religious truth, who could 
speak fluently the language of the children of God,^ 
and who believed himself to be one of those distin- 
guished few who were walking in the narrow way that 
leads to life eternal. But his portrait is not hung in the 
gallery of God's saints : with all his praiseworthy at- 
tentions to religious duties, and his devotion, in the 
eyes of men he lacked one thing — faith that worketh 
by love — a religion of which God and not self is the 
object. 
2. DoubtlesSy he was a moral man. His length of 
dajrs may probably sustain iVie coTic\\3«voii \X\^\.>Sfc '^^^ 
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temperate, and regular in his habits, peaceable and 
Djeighbourlj, that is '* not given to wine, no striker, but 
patient, not a brawler,'* 1 Tim. iii. 3 ; moreover, that 
he cultivated the charities of life, and sought to '* live 
peaceably with all men." '^ What man is he that de- 
Bireth life, and loveth many days that he may do good ? 
Keep thy tongue from evil and thy lips from speaking 
guile. Depart from evil and do good ; seek peace and 
pursue it," Ps. xxxiv. 12—14, or, as Peter expresses it, 
" He that will love life and see good days, let him re- 
frain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak 
no guile ; let him eschew evil and do good, let him 
seek peace and ensue it," 1 Pet. iii. 10, 11. He was 
not a murderer or a hypocrite like Cain, for ** Bloody 
and deceitful men shall not live out half their days," 
Ps. Iv. 23, for the Lord abhors them, Ps. v. 6. In 
short, that he was restrained by a certain reverence for 
God's law, which acted with salutary effect upon his 
general conduct. '^ The fear of the Lord prolongeth 
days, but the years of the wicked shall be shortened," 
Prov. X. 27. 

3. We may believe also that he was an industrious 
man — sustaining himself and his numerous offspring 
by the labour of his hands and the sweat of his brow ; 
and thus his long life was passed in social respecta- 
bility and comfort. 

And this is the character for which many professors 
of faith in Christ claim the admiration of their fellow- 
men, and heaven at last from God. Habitually reli- 
gious, judiciously moral, and selfishly industrious, they 
forget the curse and all that it entails, nor dream that 
their ground of acceptance with God is not as secure, 
according to His judgement, as it is accommodating and 
pleasant to themselves. If Methuselah was the man 
that I have described him, he was also, let us remember, 
a descendant of Seth, of whom we read that he was 
begotten in fallen Adam's likeness, Gen. v. 3, as dis- 
tinguished from unfalleo Adam, who was created in 
the image of God, Gen. i. 27, and, consequently, was 
an exile from Eden and from God, which he must 
remain until made nigh by the blood of Christ, £ph. 
ii. 13, and though he was guilty of no scandalous vio. 
lation of the law of God or man, but, on the contrarY^ 
as I have supposed him, was a les^^cV^XA^ m^td^^x ^^ 
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society, yet was he included among those who our 
Lord says, ** in the days that were before the flood, 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 
and knew not until the flood came and took them all 
away," Mat. xxiv. 38, 39, that is, who, although fallen 
from God and His righteousness, were quite satisfied 
with their state, and sought nothing but the indulgence 
of their carnal appetites like the beasts that perish, 
instead of acting like intellectual and spiritual beings 
whom God had created to And happiness in com* 
panionship with Him. Upon them the flood of God's 
anger came, and as Methuselah is recorded to have 
lived up to the very year when that awful event oc- 
curred, it may be that he was included among those 
who despised God's mercy and perished. 

My readers, we are told on the highest authority, 
that '^ as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also 
in the days of the Son of Man,*' Luke xvii. 26. There 
will be another overwhelming flood of wrath in the 
shape of fire from heaven. Men, women, and chil- 
dren will then be pursuing their occupations and their 
pleasures in contempt of God's warnings of mercy and 
oflers of pardon and acceptance in Christ. Many will 
have lived to a respectable old age, like Methuselah, 
the venerated patriarchs of social circles, the oracles 
of neighbourhoods, perhaps the beloved and reverenced 
pastors of numerous flocks ; but that flood will sweep 
them all away. However amiable, respectable, be- 
loved of men, they will have refused to flee into the 
ark, the church of the Living God, composed of those 
only whose names are written in heaven, and to Jesus 
the builder of that ark. They will have trusted in 
their own good intentions, good feelings, and good 
conduct, for exemption from judgement; but they 
will find, when too late, that these do not weigh a 
feather in the balance of God's righteous judgement, 
wherein all of us must be assayed in the day of visitation. 

IL — But Methuselah had his portion in this life, 
and many are content with less. Observe — 

1. He began life under the auspices of the best, the 
wisest, and the kindest of parents, who studied hia 
comfort with tender solicitude, and his present and 
future welfare with earnest and iudicioxna c^^* 
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4. He enjoyed peculiar opportunities for the attain- 
tnent of wisdom. He conversed with Adam for fully 
a fourth part of his long life, and with Noah for nearly 
two-thirds. The character and career of Abel were, 
doubtless, often the subject of discourse among the 
men of his day, and he either saw , or as frequently 
heard of Cain, whose history and fate God made to be 
a volume of solemn warning to that generation, and 
it is not improbable that he was among the warmest 
admirers of the one, and the loudest reprobaters of 
the other. He had leisure and opportunity for the 
study of all God's works, and the cultivation of every 
science and art originated or matured in his age, and 
he lived long enough to bring every day dream of 
earthly happiness to the stern test of experience. He 
ought to have been a wise man ; and if earthly wisdom 
can avert sorrow and ensure content, he must have 
been a happy man. 

3. He had, probably, a vigorous frame, and was 
blessed with unmterrupted health, enjoying an almost 
perpetual youth. Day after day, year after year, and cen- 
tury after century, he went forth with unabated health, 
strength, and animation to his occupation, and re- 
turned to a rest undisturbed by disease, feebleness, 
or pain. He could not complain, like David, *' There 
is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger, 
neither is there any rest in my bones by reason of my 
sin. I am feeble and sore broken : I have roared by 
reason of the disquietness of my heart,*' Ps. xxxviii. 3, 
8. His long period of existence would rather argue 
that he had a sound constitution and a stalwart frame, 
and that the progress of age and infirmity was so slow 
in his case, that what was said of Moses at 120 years 
old, might have been said of him at 920 — " his eyes 
were not dim, nor his natural force abated," Deut. 
xzxiv. 7. All the enjoyment, therefore, that physical 
soundness, vigour, and vitality could give, we may be- 
lieve was uninterruptedly his. 

4. Whatever advantages the earth was able to sup- 
ply were abundantly at his disposal. The world was 
all before him, and he could choose his place of abode 
on the hillside, or in the plain — by the cool, clear 
stream, or in the forest shade. He could appropriate 
to himself as much land as he plea&ad) ^oi ^^V^^je^w^ 
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or for toil. He could multiply cattle by thousand?, 
and '* fill his barns with plenty, and make his presses 
burst out with new wine," Prov. iii. 10. He might 
'* find (beneath the earth) all precious substance, and 
fill his house with (mineral) spoil," Prov. i. 13. He, 
bis wife and children, might be clothed in purple and 
fine linen, and fare sumptuously every day, Luke 
zvi. 19. He was a prince, a patriarch, and a priest, 
and, no doubt, by the consent of man, and the bless- 
ing of God, his *' dwelling was the fatness of the 
earth, and the dew of heaven from above," Gen. 
xxvii. 39. 

5. He dwelt in the midst of his brethren, receiving 
and reciprocating proofs of relative attachment and 
social harmony. He loved and was the object of love 
in return, nor did death intrude his grim visage in the 
family circle, inspiring fear and threatening disrup- 
tion. Centuries elapsed and no sick and dying bed 
summoned the weeping and foreboding members from 
their mirth or their occupation — no knell of departed 
brotherhood fell hoarsely on the ear — no sights and 
sounds of mortality awoke the bereaved to a con- 
sciousness of loss and desolation. It was not then, as 
now, when weeks, nay days, of absence or uninter- 
rupted intelligence are sure to supply their narratives 
of sudden removal or sad reverse, when one is afraid 
to enquire for the living acquaintance of last year or 
last month, and when every family history is a dailj 
gazette of losses, sufi^erings, and death. If compara- 
tive exemption from such vicissitudes was happiness, 
then waters of a full cup were wrung out to Methuse- 
lah and his cotemporaries, Ps. Ixxiii. 1 0. 

Yet hear the word of inspiration — "Although af- 
fliction Cometh not forth of the dust, neither dotb 
trouble spring out of the ground, yet man is born unto 
trouble as the sparks fly upward,'* Job v. 6, 7. With 
all these advantages Methuselah could not be happy 
merely as an inheritor of earth and its resources. 
There was a blight upon the things which should have 
been to his enjoyment — there was a canker-worm in 
his own heart which fed upon his sweetest joys and 
brightest expectations. His fathers's love could not 
71 eld him satisfaction, unless he also shared his fa- 
tber'a grace, AH the wisdom NvVacVi Vie could extract 
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from things, persons, or circumstances, independently 
of God, was but ** earthly, sensual, devilish,*' Jas. iii. 
15. Bodily health and strength, if not employed for 
Him who gave and preserved them, were rather a 
sn ire, and an element of heart-hardening against God 
than a blessing, as we see in many instances now, and 
as such they were not productive of thankfulness and 
peace. He might roam the world at large, and claim 
for his dwelling its sunniest spots, but whatever ground 
his footstep trod, he would still sigh for the *' wings 
of a dove, that he might flee away and be at rest,'' 
Ps. Iv. 6 ; and though sweet were the endearments of 
kindred, and the old familiar faces of his childhood's 
home, his heart would tell him that the holiest tie of 
all had been broken, and that he wandered as a ba- 
nished one from that consecrated spot where his 
father's home had been. 

III. — But one blessing, at least, fell to the lot of 
Methuselah, for which he has been envied by millions 
^^leogth of days to an unparalleled extent was his. 
He saw the sun rise and set tens of thousands of times 
oftener than the longest liver among us can expect to 
do. Had he been born at the Norman Conquest with 
the same long life before him, he would scarcely bo 
an old man when the great grand-children of the pre- 
sent generation were dying of natural decay. This is 
surely something for us, the creatures of a day, to 
covet, and doubtless a lengthened period of existence 
appears desirable in many points of view. 

1. It is declared in the Scriptures to be an expres- 
sion generally of God's favour. It certainly is to us a 
token of His long-suffering and forbearing compassion 
— of His unwillingness that we should perish in our 
sins ; but that r/e should at length hear the voice of 
the Redeemer and live, see Exodus xx. 12, Luke xiii. 
8, 2 Peter iii. 15. 

2. It prolongs the season of enquiry and experi- 
ence, multiplying our opportunities for seeing the good- 
ness of the Lord in the land of the living," Psalm 
xxvii. 13. 

3. The hoary head is declared to be ** a crown of 
glory if it be found in the way of righteousness," Prov. 
zvi. 31. God has put honour upon old age by com- 
manding the youth, '* Thou shalt rise up before the 
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hoary head, and honor the face of the old man, and 
fear thy God," Lev. xix. 32. 

4. To the aged especially is awarded the privilege 
of usefulness. They are permitted to reprove, rebuke, 
and exhort with freeness — a value is attached to their 
wisdom and experience — and as they stand, as it 
were, between the confines of the two worlds, the tes- 
timony of God regarding both, issues from their lips 
with a force and significance that send it home to 
many hearts. How touching, for example, and how 
convincing is the language of David, " I have been 
young, and now am old ; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread,** Ps. 
zxxvii. 25. How encouraging are the dying antici- 
pations of ** Paul the aged:** ** I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I 
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course ^ 

1 have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness which the Lord the 
righteous Judge shall give me at that day, and not to. 
me only, but to all them also that love His appearing," 

2 Tim. iv. 6—8. 

An unsanctified old age, however, is something from 
which even the natural eye turns away with disgust,^ 
and from which the heart of even the young repro- 
bate recoils. What a burthen must it be to those 
whom it afflicts — selfishness, obduracy, defiance of 
God, are its tokens ; disgrace, contempt, mischief, are 
its fruits. Can any delineation of human infirmity be 
more humiliating than that of a hoary-headed sinner 
lingering with tottering step in the haunts of ungodli- 
ness, his trembling hands yet grasping, the wages of 
iniquity, and his wasted and cadaverous visage trying 
to assume the smile of youthful hilarity and glee in the 
society of his juniors in years and crime, whom, with 
hoarse and husky voice, he is cheering on in some act 
of brutal revelry or loathsome excess ; or af some de- 
crepid worshipper of mammon clinging to his long, 
cherished place in the counting-house or the exchange^ 
clutching with palsied fingers the glittering dust which 
he has worshipped from his youth, and which now 
constitutes the sole idea of his flickering intellect ; or, 
lastly, of some aged infidel who began life by wishing 
that there was no God, and is ending it by striving to 
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make others believe the lie which he dare not trust 
himself with examining in secret, but which he hopes 
to substantiate by the concurrence of those whom he 
strives to convince. Like a child in the dark, he 
seeks to relieve his own growing terror by calling 
loudly on others to adopt his impious views, and this 
is the secret spring of that garrulous officiousness with 
which time and mercy hardenedfree-thinkers urge their 
blasphemies upon others. Woe unto those whom a 
long.suffering God at length abandons to the blasphe- 
mous deceits of their own corrupt hcartc ! 

Let me here address myself especially to the old. 
Observe— 

U You are either the greatest blessing or the greatest 
curse to your fellow-creatures, among whom God per- 
mits you to linger. ** Days should speak, and multi- 
tude of years should teach wisdom," Job xxxii. 7, 
and you are, by your example, recommending either 
Christ or the world as an object of devotion to those 
who look to jou for counsel, and who expect that you 
have found out the most excellent way . 

2. If you are still a worldling, your hatred to God 
must be very intense to induce you to prefer an idol 
of whose falsehood and impotence for good you are 
by this time thoroughly aware and, indeed, often admit, 
to your Creator, Redeemer, and Provider, and to re- 
sist the influence of His long-suffering mercy, and 
forbearing love, so signally exemplified in your con- 
tinued enjoyment of life and opportunity for repentance. 

3. The most careless and ungodly cf yaur younger 
cotemporaries expect from your gray hairs, deadness 
to the world, sobernecs, and piety. They know that 
the world has well nigh done v;ith you, and they 
arrive at the obvious conclusion that you should be 
done with the world. To eee your fantastic struggles 
to identify yourcelves with them — shocks and disgusts 
them. The most frivolous among them, while they 
encourage, condemn, and despise you. 

. 4. You are without excuse either from inexperience, 
passion — the enticement of earthly hopes — the prospect 
of a long life — the want of repeated warnings and invi- 
tations, or the compulsory engrossment of business. 
You have tested all the lies of Satan and found that they 
are lies — ^you have outlived the delusive CqqIvv^^^ ^\A 
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expectations of youth — ^your term of earthly existence 
is drawing rapidly to a close, and it is highly probably 
that you have listened to the offer of pardon and accept- 
ance through the blood and righteousness of the Lord 
Jesus Christ times without number. You have had 
your days of sickness, sorrow and apprehension — ^you 
have been disappointed in your long- cherished hopes— 
earthly friendship has failed you in the hour of your 
necessity ; and, perhaps, your children have rebelled 
against you. You are, it may be, poor, though you 
once were rich, or you are rich and ** your gold and 
silver io c&nkered ; the rust of them is already a wit- 
ness against you,'* that " you have sold yourself for 
nought," Jas. v. 3., Is. lii. 3, — you look back without 
satisfaction, and you look forward with dread. O, why 
are you determined to resist God ? What more «ould 
He have done for you than He has done by His grace 
and providence ? Remember, I beseech you remem- 
ber, that ^* their remaineth no more sacrifice for sin *' 
than the all-sufficient sacrifice on Calvry, ^* but a cer- 
tain fearful looking for of judgement and fiery indigna- 
tion, which shall devour the adversaries/* Heb. x 26, 
27, and you are one of the most inveterate if you have 
grown old without a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness. 

5. Your increasing bodily infirmities toll in your ear» 
the knell of departing time. The almost daily removal 
of cotemporaries indicates that your summons is not far 
off. ** Your fathers, where are they ? and the prophets, 
do they live for ever?" Zech. i. 5. Even good men 
die, they return to their dust, but " the righteous are 
taken from the evil to come ; they shall enter into 
peace; they shall rest in their beds, each one walk 
ing in his uprightness," Is. Ivii. 1, 2. But " as for 
them, they shall behold their Redeemer's face in right- 
ousness, they shall be satisfied when they awake with 
His likeness," Ps. xvii. 15. What are your prospects 
within the shadow, as you may be saidf now to be, of 
the house appointed for all living ? Can you say " I 
know that my Redeemer liveth ?" Is Jesus your Re- 
deemer, your ** resurrection and your life ?" John xi. 
25, and when you depart, are you sure that you will 
" sleep in Him?'* 1 Thes. iv 14, and that you shall 
^' Bwake to everlasting life," " at His appearing and 

114 



LBNGTH OF DAYS. 

His kinsdom ?** Dan. xii. 2, 2 Tim. iv. 1. 0, my 
friendy fasten to satisfy yourself on this stupendous 
subject. The sun of your opportunity is near its going 
down, and if the hour of darkness finds you still without 
Christ, that darkness will be eternal. 

If you are not an old worldling, you are an aged 
saiot like Simeon the just and devout expectant of 
** the consolation of Israel,'* or like Anna, who served 
God *'witb fastings and prayers, night and day," 
Luke ii. 25, 37. How beautiful the '* tottering steps 
and slow " of a venerable pilgrim of the cross de- 
scending the mount of life ! How sweetly the setting 
sun gilds his path that **shineth more and more 
brightly unto the perfect day!" Prov. iv. 18. How 
fragrant is the atmosphere that he sheds around him ! 
like the sweet-scented night plant exhaling its perfumes 
at the evening hour ; and as a shock of corn fully ripe, 
sheds its grain as it is borne along, so do the lips of 
the saint ** ready to be offered " drop words of 
heavenly fatness that will vegetate in many a heart, 
the germ and promise of a future spiritual harvest. 
Such may some of you be, my aged readers — ** The 
outward man may be perishing" in the decay of 
years, but the "inward man" is undergoing "re- 
newal day by day," 2 Cor. iv. 16. You are among 
the "fathers" to whom the apostle writes, "Because 

Je have known Him that is from the beginning," 1 
ohn ii. 13, and that God, who has taught you from 
your youth, will not "forsake you, now that you are old 
and grey-headed, until you have shewn His strength 
unto this generation, and His power to every one that 
is to come," Ps. Ixxi. 17, 18. Go on, then, my 
venerable brethren — abide in Christ — let His strength 
be made perfect in your weakness, 2 Cor. xii. 9 — 
shine as lights in a dark and dreary world — " Be sober, 
grave, temperate, sound in faith, in charity, in pa- 
tience," Titus ii. 2, and when the Chief Shepherd 
shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that 
faJeth not away," 1 ?et. v. 4. 

But I address some among you who are yet young, 
and who are ready to assert that God can confer 
upon them no greater boon than a long postpone- 
ment of the dread summons that awaits us all. You 
say it is natural for you to cling lo Vvte Vii X.Vk^ «^tvci% 
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departure? If any interest in the matter was felt, 
would it not obtain some attention from you now ? 

2. Have you any idea, however indistinct, at what 
period of your life, supposing your wish granted, the 
work of repentance and reformation will commence ? 

3. Has it ever occurred to you to enquire, what sort 
of a thing old age repentance is ? 

4. If the scriptural idea of repentance is the right 
one, does it not appear that youth would be its most 
appropriate season, when hearts are warm, sensibilities 
keen, and impressions vivid and lasting — when we can 
love with fervour, sorrow with tenderness, and give 
earnest and practical proof of the reality of our change 
of mind. In life*s morning we have something to 
give to God as the fruit of our gratitude for Him 
whom He *' hath exalted with his right h&nd to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and forgive, 
ness of sins," Acts v. 31. When evening comes age 
has left us little, and that little, we know, is about to 
be taken from us by death. Under such circumstances 
a profession of repentance is at the least suspicious. 

5. On what Scripture authority do you rely ? Is it 
upon this: "Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, 
and walk in the ways of thy heart and in the sight of 
thine eyes?*'— so far all is in your favour, but continue 
to read, " But know thou, that for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgement," Eccl. xi. 9. 
Awful reflexion ! *' for all these things" — thy youthful 
joy, thy heart's cheerfulness, thy pursuit of pleasure, 
thy indulgence of present feelings — for all these you 
must render a solemn account ! Hence the advice of 
the wise man is " Remember now thy Creator in the 
days of thy youth, while the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no 
pleasure in them," Eccl. xii. !• Another servant of 
God says, ** Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, 
call ye upon Him while He is near," Is. Iv. 6, and if 
you ask when that is, another replies, ** Behold now 
18 the accepted time, behold now is the day of salva- 
tion," 2 Cor. vi. 2- 

6. Hare you ever had an opportunity of contrasting 
ihe dying bed of one grown old in sin, with that of an 
%^ B&int, and of analyzing the Tepeiv\.(VYi^^ ^xA \iv^ 
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of the saint, with the attempt at them on the part of 
the sinner? If so, has it not struck you that self oc- 
cupied the last thoughts of the latter, and Jesus the 
last thoug)bts of the former — that a dread of coming 
judgement was at the foundation of all the signs 
of conversion which the case of )ate repentance ex- 
hibited — the tears, the groans, the earnest prayers 
for mercy and forgiveness — ^the loud appeals to Jesus 
— the frequent calls for the Scriptures and prayer— 
the confessions of sin — the assurances of sorrow and 
contrition: but that if there was any uneasiness 
manifested by the experienced Christian, it was for 
dishonor done to God bv sin, imperfect services to 
Jesus and his cause, inac^equate love and gratitude 
for mercies received, for grace enjoyed. About 
self there was no anxiety, no fear. The departing 
saint could say, with the apostle, *' I know in whom 

1 have believed, and am persuaded that He is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto Him, 
against that day,*' 2 Tim. i. 12, and herein consisted 
all the difference. The selfish penitent had never 
sought Jesus as long as he thought he could do with- 
out Him ; the godly penitent had early found his en- 
joyment in the Saviour, and was only grieved that 
he could not sufficiently express bis sense of the glo- 
rious privilege he had long possessed in that discovery. 

ly. Remark the significant phraseology — ** all the 
days of Methuselah'* — that is, nearly a thousand years ; 
yet these are only days, or one day, ** with the Lord," 

2 Pet. iii. 8. Consider man's day '' as the day of an 
hireling," Job vii. 1 — morning, noon, evening — his 
youth, his prime, his old age. Methuselah was once 
a young man — he experienced all the bright prospects— 
the fresh feelings — the happy consciousness of exis- 
tence that belong to that season. His thoughts, his 
hopes, his affections, basked in sunshine-r-no clouds 
obscured his mind's horizon— no vapours exhaled from 
the stagnant pools of human corruption were as yet 
risen up to spread their foul shadows across his path. 
He believed himself born to be happy, and won- 
dered why there should be anything but gaiety upon 
earth. At noon his sun shone more brightly, but not 
more agreeably to his soul. Increase of light and 
heat did not bring an increase of physical or iatellec* 
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tnal enjoyment. The buoyancy of youth was gone, 
and with it the power of enduring pleasure, and turn- 
ing every incident of life into a new source of grati- 
fication. Weariness, exhaustion, satiety, began to be 
felt. New excitements were needed to stimulate the 
palled and jaded senses, and the world was now com- 
plained of, because the man was changed. The even- 
ing hour drew on very gradually and slowly, for Me- 
thuselah*s sun seemed to stand still for centuries, but 
its decline, though almost imperceptible, was not the 
less sure. Evening came, and the oldest living man 

grew old at last, and that long life, which in its boy- 
ood seemed to stretch out into an eternity, now 
dwindled to a span, and he who, in the poetry of 
exultant anticipation, inscribed on the threshold of life 
predictions of an endless round of pleasurable excite- 
ments, now lingered at the gate of exit to look back 
upon the path he had trod^ and deliver to those who 
followed a solemn record of his experience, and that 
record, had it come down to us, would have been in 
the language of one who, long after, dreamt his 
dream, and awoke to note the character of his vision 
— **Few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been," Gen. xlvii. 9. 

To all God*s regenerated people there is a day com- 
ing — a day of endless continuance, without any sue 
ceeding night or darkness. They '* are all the chil- 
dren of the light and the children of the day ; they 
are not of the night nor of darkness," 1 Thes. v. 5. 
The Sun of Righteousness shall shine then without 
a cloud on His brow. It will be one endless morning 
—one everlasting season of youth^of young thoughts, 
feelings, affections, joys, pursuits, blessings. The 
freshness of morning — the rich glow of noon-time — the 
solemn stillness ana sweet repose of evening — all will 
be there — all blended together in loveliest harmony — 
all emanating from '* God manifest in the flesh :** 
'* and the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon to shine in it ; for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof," Rev. xxi. 23, 
'* and there shall be no night there, and they need no 
candle neither light of the sun, for the Lord God 
giveth them light/' Rev. xxii. 5. Think of that, my 
mends^-my fellow pilgrims through this wearisome 
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world. You know that your best estate here is one of 
dark uncertainty, chilling distrust, and fading interest; 
but your dear Redeemer offers you an endless day of 
light, life, glory — an eternal now, wherein are ga- 
thered, not the hopes and expectations of good things 
that may never come, but the never-failing, never- 
cloying enjoyment of blessings *' above all that you 
can ask or think," Eph. iii. 20 — blessings now4laid up 
for you with God in Christ, who is *' the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and for ever," Heb. xiii. 8. Compare 
Methuselah's days, which, long as they were, came to 
an end, with the day of the Lord which is coming, 
and say which would you prefer to enter upon now. 

V. — *' And he died." The man of nearly a thousand 
summers *' died the common death of all men," Num. 
xvi. 29. His tale, though long spun out, came to an end 
at last. His sinfulness which he brought into the world 
with him, had not worn itself out. The righteous 
vengeance of God had not forgotten him. The sign 
manual of his Creator to the warrant for his execution 
had not become obliterated by time. His fatal hour 
arrived — his last enemy and ours would wait no longer. 
The last particle of sand in time's hour-glass ran out 
and he was gone. It is not unworthy of remark that 
the word death holds a prominent place in his name, 
which signifies ** He has sent his death," as if the 
longest liver should be reminded that, however pro- 
tracted his earthly existence might be, the executioner 
of God's justice upon Adam's sinful race had been 
sent with him into the world, as he had been sent with 
other mortals, and that he was ever prepared to exe- 
cute his office when the fiat of Jehovah should ar- 
rive. The introduction of the word at which humanity 
shudders into the name of the man remarkable for his 
longevity, is the more singular, as it is the only one 
in the whole anted eluvian genealogy, in which the 
same word occurs. This surely was not accidental. 
But let us observe upon the words *' And he died " — 

1. He had lived; and should exist for ever, either 
to bless God eternally for his being, or to curse him- 
self and it. Of one fallen child of Adam it has been 
authoritatively said, *' It had been good for that man 
if he had not been bom," Mat. xxvi. 24. Can we 
suppose that that unhappy man exhausted the woe pro- 
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aounced against those by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed ? Have there been none like him since ? 
Are there none now who ** crucify to themselves the 
Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame?" 
Heb, vi. 6. Alas ! my friends, this is said of those who 
fall away from Chriat after they have participated in 
the blessings of His gospel, and had their place among 
His chosen ones. None but a professed follower of 
Jesus can betray Him, therefore all professors of His 
religion are either saints or traitors. Soon will it be 
said of each of you — and he or she died. The judge- 
ment of the great day will disclose the rest. 

2. He had his place, his work, his influences. Of 
the manner in which he filled up the vast interval be- 
tween his birth and his death, we are not told. His 
history is not important to us, and, therefore, it has 
not been written for our instruction ; but it is written, 
and shall some day be read aloud before assembled 
multitudes, and, however uninteresting to us, it will 
form the hell or heaven of his eternity. He will re- 
member for ever the place allotted to him here, and 
the manner in which he occupied it — the work which 
his heavenly Father gave him as an intelligent and 
responsible being to perform, and the extent to which 
he performed it — the influence which he exercised on 
liis fellow.men — ^its character and its effect — and from 
all he will know whether he is to be ranked among the 
friends or enemies of God and of His Christ. 

3. Dust he was, and unto dust he returned. He 
sinned and died. He was born in the old Adam. Did 
he depart in the new ? Is God the God of Methu- 
selah ? If so, he is only lent to the worm and to the 
clay, for his sentence is repealed, and, although 
thousands of years have passed away, and tens of 
thousands of men in successive generations have 
walked over his grave, and though empires have risen 
and disappeared, and nations have been born and died 
since he returned to earth, yet not a particle of his 
dust is forgotten before God. With Him his death is 
only of yesterday ! He sleeps, but Jesus comes ** that 
He may awake him out of sleep," John xi. 11. But if 
the world was Methuselah's God, and the prince of 
this world his chosen guide — if he lived like the beasts 
that perish and *' died as a fool dieth," then he must 
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** awake to shame and everlasting contempt," Dan. 
xii. 2. The voice of the Judge shell penetrate the ac- 
cumulated dust of ages, and fall upon his quickened 
ears with dreadful import. He shall come forth, hut 
not to life and joy. He shall look on Him whom he 
hath pierced, hut he shall have neither part nor lot in 
the great salvation which the wounds his sio inflicted 
purchased for believers, and his eternal history will be 
told in the words unceasingly echoed, ''and he died !" 
Reader^ God be thanked, you and I still live ; hut 
where is our life ? Is it flickering somewhere between 
earth and the grave, or is it *' hid with Christ in God ?" 
Col. iii. 3. A few more years, or weeks, or days it may 
be, and the last chapter of our earthly history will be 
written, and the whole summed up with the announce- 
ment, *' He or she died." There will then be no dif- 
ference, as far as this world is concerned, betwen Me- 
thuselah and us. Both were born, and both died. In 
the interval, we have full opportunity to lay hold on 
eternal life through the sacrifice and resurrection of 
the Son of God. Methuselah had no more; and if it 
shall happen that his long life and protracted season of 
indulgence witness against him in the day of account, 
our clearer light — our more efficient means of spiritual 
improvement, and, perhaps, greater encouragements 
to intercourse with God, will leave us no plea of in- 
ferior advantages, or lower responsibility in that '* great 
and terrible day." 
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NOAH. 

MIXED MABKIAOES. 



^ And it tame to pass, when men began to multiply (m 
the face of the earthy and daughters were bo^n unto 
ihem^ that the sons of God saw the daughters of men 
tkat they were fair ; and they took them wives of all 
which they chose. And God said. My spirit shall not 
always strive iBith man^ — Gen. vi. 1 — 3 

*• BtU Noah found graice in ike eyes of the Liord?^^^ 
Gen. vi. 8. 

Ths grace of the Lord which, it is here said, Noah 
eigojedy is exercised in two ways in favour of His 
people: 1, In calling, justifying, and sanctifying them 
to His own use for ever ; and 2, In sustaining and 
preserving them amidst the dangers and difficulties of 
their position in a world ruled over by Satan, full of 
people devoted to his service, and of ingenious de- 
vices for making and keeping every thing and every 
body subject to his will. And this proposes to us two 
. subjects of enquiry regarding God's children : 1 , Their 
own spiritual state. 2, The perils arising to that state 
from their fellow-men, with whom, though differing 
from them in their tastes and sentiments, they are still 
obliged, to a certain extent, to hold intercourse. 

1. Take the case of Noah for an example : He is 
described as just, perfect, and like Enoch, walking 
with God, verse 9 — obedient to God in all things, 
verse 22— a believer, one fearing God, and an heir of 
righteousness by faith^ Heb. xi. 7, see Ezek. xiv. 14. 
This abundantly describes his spiritual state as one of 
God's chosen ones, a member and representative of 
that holy family which God was TeBerN\t\^ \.^ ^v«iSR\l 
.on earth axnidat the growing degeneracy ol xsi^x^^^^^ 
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Wenoay, therefore, consider him, with Abel andEnocli, 
as a specimen of that small and apparently insignia 
ficant class, saved by grace from the general ruin, and 
put forward before a fallen world as witnesses for the 
Holy One, and reprovers, by their life and conversa- 
tion, of the ungodliness around them. 

2. The inhabitants of the earth in Noah's day are 
generally represented as ** corrupt before God," that is, 
having departed farther and farther from his image, 
and '* violent," verse 11 — in other words, "living in 
malice and envy, hateful and hating one another,** Titus 
iii. 3, of great wickedness, so much so that ** every 
imagination of the thoughts of the human heart was only 
evil continually,'* verse 5, allowing no pause in the 
downward career of sin — no interval of conscientious 
scruple to admit a thought for God and His demands ; 
but an innate, thorough, and unrelenting hostility to 
righteousness and truth — a constant fighting against 
God, verse 3. Nor was this very flnaccountable ; for 
man was flesh, verse 3, and nothing more. His 
master, Satan, had succeeded in reducing him to a 
lifeless mass of carnality, knowing that the carnal mind 
would be enmity to God, Kom. viii. 7, that they who 
were after the flesh would mind only the things of the 
flesh, neglecting entirely those of the Spirit ; and that 
thus it would be impossible for them to please God, 
Horn. viii. 5, 6, and that in such a condition they must 
become the easy victims of death, Rom. viii. 6. 

But Noah's spiritual danger did not arise princi- 
pally from this extreme party^ whose licentiousness 
adopted no disguise, and pleaded no apology before 
God or man. To appreciate fully the power of God's 
grace in him, we take notice of another class with 
which we may suppose he held more intimate rela- 
tions, and from which, considering its name, character, 
and pretensions, far more danger was to be appre- 
hended. Some particular enquiry into the history of 
the times in which Noah lived will be necessary to 
enable us to understand his position, and sufficiently 
to glorify the sustaining favour of Jehovah vouchsafed 
to him. Let us observe then — 

1 . From the brief Scripture notice granted to us, 
we collect that there were two well-defined parties 
then existing, known as the children of God and the 
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children of men. The latter, we may reasonably sup- 
pose, were such as had become thoroughly reconciled 
to their fallen and exiled state, renouncing finally all 
thoughts of Eden, and being content to take the world 
as it was. These, most probably, were exclusively 
the ofispring of Cain, who *' went out from the pre- 
sence of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on 
the east of Eden," where he ** built a city called 
Enoch, after the name of his son,'* Gen. iv. 16, 17, 
whom he considered born to high distinction, as the 
name implies, and then he and his descendants re- 
moved to a distance from Eden and the company of 
6od*8 people, cultivated the arts of social life, and 
became the inventors of many useful commodities cal- 
culated to promote civilization and to enrich man's 
earthly pilgrimage, and cause him to forget the hea- 
ven which he had lost. 

2. The children of God were evidently those who 
were descended from Seth, the seed appointed to Eve 
instead of Abel. Seth recognized and mourned the 
fall of man ; and to preserve in his posterity a lively 
remembrance of that fatal event he called his son 
Enos, which signified "fallen man" — implying infir- 
mity, wretchedness, badness. A sanctified conviction 
of this sad truth will necessarily urge man to seek re- 
coverjr at the hands of Him who alone can accom- 
plish it ; consequently, we are told that about the time 
of the birth of Enos, ** men began to call upon the 
name of the Lord," Gen. ir. 26, or as the margin of 
our Bible has it, ** men began to call themselves by 
the name of the Lord," which is the same thing in 
efifect, as representing the recognized source of their 
hope and expectation under the ills by which they 
found themselves to be afflicted. This part^^ lingered 
Dear Eden, casting many a sorrowful look at the scene 
of man's innocence and peace, and anxiously longing 
for the arrival of that blessed day when the seed of 
the woman would bruise the serpent's head, and the 
sons of God, who had ** received the adoption," Gal. 
iv. 5, should be re-admitted to companionship with 
God, as " heirs of the kingdom which He hath pro- 
mised to them that love Him," Jas. ii. 5. 

3. But with all these fair appearances, it is to be 
feared that, except in a very few instances, the reli- 
ve 



gion of these professed chiidren of God wa«, as now' 
too often happens, a matter of sentiment, party, or 
habit, rather than of genuine conversion to God— in 
fact, a traditional system of godliness, and not one iff 
which God Himself was the vital principle, "working- 
in them both to will and to do of His own good plea- 
wire,*' Phil. ii. 13, and m'ging them to increasing 
efforts after personal holiness, and the assertion of Hi» 
truth in a false and corrupt world. At flfrst they 
adopted the simple lives of agriculturists or shepherds, 
avoiding the crowded cities and busy thoroughfares of 
Mfe, but neither agriculture nor any other contempla- 
tive occupation imparts or secures grace. The mind 
of the farmer does not necessarily become drawn to 
God because it comes intomore frequent and immediate 
contact with His works ; neither, may it be added, 19' 
the mind of the citizen necessarily driven from God 
because of the apparently more secularizing character 
of his pursuits. And thus, perhaps^ these children of 
God took credit to themselves for exemption from 
vices arising from the intimrate and indiscriminate a!9- 
Bociation of large communities, and fancied that they 
were free from those corruptions of fallen humanity 
which abounded there, because they lacked opportu- 
nity to develope them. 

4. In the arts of social life, it was to. be expected^ 
from the difference of position and pursuits of the two 
parties, that the race of Cain would become more dis- 
tinguished than that of Seth. Men acting in concert^ 
and having the powers of invention stimulated by 
wants arising from mutual dependance, will be urged 
to the discovery of new accessories to comfort and 
mental or physical enjoyment, and thus the children of 
men would rise to eminence in architecture, mechanics^ 
philosophy, war. Accordingly, Cain built a city : his 
descendant Jubal invented musical instruments—* 
Tubal Cain was an artificer in brass and iron, and others 
of his posterity became '* mighty men, men of renown,*' 
verse 4. The possibility of man elevating himself 
above his prostrate outcast condition without help from 
above, would thus be ostensively exemplified, and the 
more so as the social superiority of the godless party 
over those who claimed to be worshippers of God waa 
manifest^ and Satan succeeded in the signal policy' 
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#f aakiDg his follawers objects of admiration and per« 
haps of envy to the more humble and obscure children 
of the soil, who as yet conscientiously refused to cast 
in theii lot with them. That policy was further deve- 
loped in the cultivation of mind without God, in that 

(1.) Man*8 spiritual defects and debasement would 
tbua appear to be provided for by a remedy of his own 
•opplving. 

. (3.) Fallen pride, the great antagonist of God, would 
be awakened and cherished. 

' (3*) Impiety would lose much of its vileness, even 
in the eyes of those who still adhered to God and His 
cause. 

(40 The asserted self-regenerative power of human 
natoie would thus appear to be proved. 
• 5. In the art of making themselves personally at. 
tractive, doubtless the children of earth were not 
wanting* As self was their idol, their devotion to it 
would scarcely be satisfied by their own admiration 
only — others must be induced to behold, to admire, 
to worship, and thus, new and artificial graces must 
be cultivated to allure the eye, and win the heart of 
jihe votaries. The art of dress and the blandishments of 
a polished exterior, fascinating manners, and specious 
accomplishments would become the study of those 
who ^* sought honour one %f another, and not the 
honour that cometh from God only,'' John v. 44. 
God in His word, and our own experience, teach us 
Uiat man has suffered from the fall ; I, In his per-i 
son ; 2, In his mind ; 3, In bis relative position 
/unong the other creatures ; 4, In his prospects. For 
all these evils a gracious and forgiving Father has 
provided a remedy in Christ Jesus ; but Satan per. 
suades his victims that it is in their owp power to re- 
cover the ground which they have lost. Hence the 
undisguised existence and exercise of personal vanity 
—intellectual pride — social ambition and dreams of 
future greatness. On account of these, God's plan 
of recovery is still repudiated, and Satan's experiment 
continually essayed. 

' 6. The intercourse between the children of God 
and the children of men, at first cautious and con. 
strained on the part of the former, became, we may 
auppose, by degrees more frequent and familiar. As 
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the cities advanced in wealth and importance, thej 
would exercise increasing influence over the neigh- 
bouring rural districts, and the occupants of the latter 
would oe drawn occasionally thither, either for the 
purpose of bartering the produce of their farms for 
that of the loom and the work.shop, or to satisfy what 
would be considered a justifiable curiosity. Thus, 
doubtless, intimacies sprung up, and friendships were 
formed between the rustics and the attractive dwellers 
in towns. Visits of ceremony warmed into the inter- 
change of hospitalities. The younger members of 
pious families were invited to spend a day, a week, a 
month, with their charming acquaintances in the city. 
No doubt the pious parents looked grave and anxious 
when these invitations began to arrive, refusal was 
meditated, but the earnest remonstrances of the 
young people themselves, and the kind interference of 
unscrupulous friends, who talked much of the season 
of youth — its reasonable and natural love of pleasure, 
and the advantage of young people seeing something 
of the world, overcame the forebodings of parental 
solicitude, and the fatal visits were paid. 

The young representatives of rural godliness, 
brought with them to their city sojourns, two com- 
modities which found no favour there — rusticity and 
piety. These would lie considered by their new 
acquaintances as necessarily connected, and laughed at 
together. The consequence of which would be, that 
little would be required to persuade them how desire- 
able it was that they should get rid of both. An object 
80 obvious and so simple would soon be accomplished, 
at least, as regards the piety, and henceforth a refer- 
ence to religion in any shape in polite society, would be 
considered decidedly unmannerly and ilUbred. Thus, 
the love of refinement was substituted for the love of 

fodliness. The world's idolatry was learned with its 
urthensome ritual of hypocritical observances, and 
while the heart was fast advancing into a state of ii re- 
coverable moral putridity, man's eye was satisfied, 
and Satan's artifice realised by an improved exterior 
agreeable to the short-sightedness of the one, and the 
deadly purposes of the other. 

Parental watchfulness once put to sleep, proceeded 
to dream its dream. The law of expediency haying 
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h^en at the bidding of the Evil one, substituted for 
the law of God, claimed consistent obedience, and that 
Gracious Parent who had been left entirely out of view 
in these schemes of domestic advantage, not withstand- 
ing His past mercies and encouragements to a faithful 
waiting upon Him, now decided on leaving these 
simple guardians of their children's welfare to their 
own devices — ** The light of the body is the eye," Mat. 
vi. 22, there was a time that these weak parents had 
**' no greater joy than to see their children walking in 
truth," 2 John 4. Now, on their return from their 
city visits, the parental eye looked rather for refined 
manners and a graceful deportment, and expressed 
their gratification at what they called the improve- 
ments which mixing in good society had wrought. 
And this is still the fatal abuse of words to which the 
responsible guardians of young hearts are addicted. 
The interesting objects of their solitude are com- 
mended for qualities which gratify the eye of the vain 
and unreflecting, and those which God demands are 
neither sought for nor approved. Alas, my friends, 
superficial attractions borrowed from '' the fashion of 
this world that passeth away,*' 1 Cor. vii. 31, are not 
improvements, and the society where they only are 
required is not good. This you should teach your 
children — ^you should tell them that their hearts are 
*' deceitful and wicked,*' and that they need to *' put 
on the Lord Jesus Christ," Rom. xiii. 14, inwardly and . 
outwardly, or they never can meet the searching eye 
of God, or be admitted into that society which is 
**good," because themembers of it shall have *' washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb," Rev. vii. 14. 

The advantages of a city life being thus ascertained, 
sons would be sent thither to learn trades, and daughters 
to acquire accomplishments. The consequences should 
have been obvious. The rustic youth, charmed with 
the easy mauners, and light conversation of their em- 
ployer's daughters, or other female acquaintances more 
refined, better educated, and dressed with greater 
elegance and taste thsn their own sisters, were led to 
form matrimonial connexions with those who despised 
God, and were the almost avowed agents of the old 
serpent for banishing His very name from the world 
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which He had created. — '* The sons of God saw the 
daughters of men that they were fair, and they took 
them wives of all which they chose.'* Here is the 
old story of man's fall over again : — 

(1.) "The lust of the eye." — ^These young men were 
enabled by parental unfaithfulness to look upon the 
hlandishments of these godless young women, until 
the eye, becoming more captivated, and the judgement 
or the conscience more feeble, they were every day 
•inking deeper into that carnal state in which — 

(2.) " The lust of the flesh" exercised an irresistible 
power, and early training, religious conviction, the 
fear of God, and their hopes of eternity, all gave way 
before the fair forms of the daughters of men, with 
whom in an evil hour they became acquainted, and by 
whom it was Satan*s policy that they should be ensnared 
as the children of Israel, many years afler, were by 
the daughters of Moab, at the instigation of " Balaam, 
the son of Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteous- 
ness," 2 Pet. ii. 15. 

3. In " the pride of life," these giddy young mea 
" took them wives of all which they chose," encou- 
raged, it is to be feared, by professedly religious pa- 
rents and friends, who saw in the connexions which 
they were forming prospects of much future advance- 
ment in the world, through the influence of distiti 
guishcd fathers, brothers, or other relatives— or else 
allured by marriage dowries, such as citizen's daugh- 
ters alone could bring their husbands. And what was 
the price which the sons of God paid for such advan- 
tages } The forfeiture of membership in the family of 
Jehovah, and of interest in the Seed of the woman, 
who was to come. They and their sons became in- 
deed ** men of renown," but they rose to eminence upon 
the ruins of their family altars,' and the cancelling of 
their title-deeds to the ** inheritance incorruptible, un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not away," 1 Pet i. 4. 
Henceforth the name of the God of Abel and Enoch 
must not be heard in the mansion over which the new 
mistress presides. Not long since, perhaps, those 
walls echoed to the voice of prayer, and rung respon- 
sive to the hymn of praise. Within their sacred en- 
cJosure the patriarch summoned his domestic circle at 
the momiDg and evening houc o£ Yfoi^Xiv^^Xoxd^^^vVa^AQU 
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dmne things, and hold converse with the Omnipotent, 
andfromsuch spirit-strengthening exercises each inmate 
either went forth to the labours of the day refreshed 
and sanctified, or retired to their slumbers conscious 
of the Divine presence and protection ; but now all 
that is changed. Another spirit pervades the house 
and animates the household. Unhallowed female in- 
fluence inflicts a curse upon the domestic hearth — 'first, 
by usurping the prerogatives of the man, and secondly, 
by employing them against God and His children. The 
nnfidtoful servant of God who allowed himself to be 
ensnared by the smiles of a God-despising woman was 
BOt likely to make a very resolute stand for the Master 
whom he has dishonoured and betrayed, and very soon 
the voice of profane hilarity — of " revellings, banquet- 
tings, and abominable idolatries," 1 Pet. iv. 3, is heard 
instead of the prayer and praise with which the house 
was wont to resound, and he who, togratify the instincts 
of his fallen nature, consented to '* walk in the counsels 
of the ungodly,*' and even to ** stand in the way of sin- 
ners," has at last brought his downward career to a 
climax by ** sitting in the seat of the scorner," and 
openly denying the Lord God of his fathers, Ps. i. 1. 
'* There were giants in the earth in those days ; and 
also after that when the sons of God came in to the 
daughters of men, and they bare children to them, the 
aune became mighty men, which were of old men of 
renown." These words inform us of a fact to which I 
have already adverted that the carnal wisdom of the 
men who contracted these unhallowed marriages was 
justified by the result, their offspring rose to distinc- 
tion through their physical as well as mental qualifi- 
cations — of large stature and iion frame,, they easily 
gained an ascendancy over their fellow.men in an age 
of violence and disorder, and became objects of ad- 
miration and confidence. Their success in life would 
awaken the ambition of the few who yet professed the 
religion of Jehovah, and when advantage instead of 
disaster seemed to follow from the carnal policy 
which the fathers of these distinguished men had 
adopted, the question would arise, aided by a spirit of 
degeneracy, why should we serve God for nought? 
" These are the ungodly who prosper in the world ; 
they increase in riches. Verily vre Vivi^ Aswas^fc^ wa 
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hearts in vain and washed our hands in innocency," 
Ps. Ixxiii. 12, 13, and thus, one after another would 
he seduced from their allegiance to God until the con- 
summation arrived, when '* God looked upon the 
earth and behold it was corrupt ; for all fiesh had cor- 
rupted his way upon the earth," and Noah alone, to 
the glory of redeeming love, *' found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord." 

It is worthy of remark that our Lord, with pro- 
phetic discernment of the evils of the last days, speci- 
fies " marrying and giving in marriage " as one of the 
analogies whereby the period of His second coming 
will be rendered like to that which immediately pre- 
ceded the flood. Mat. xxiv. 38, and as we know that 
marriage is in itself no more sinful in the sight of 
Him who is its author, than '* eating and drinking," 
with which the Saviour has classed it in the passage 
to which I refer, we must be satisfied that He had in 
view in both cases such an indulgence of the propen- 
si ties of our nature, as excludes all reference to our 
heavenly Father who created us subject to them, and 
who has graciously provided for their gratification. 
Now, the law of marriage laid down for God's chil- 
dren is, that they are ** at liberty to be married to 
whom they will, only in the Lord," 1 Cor. vii. 39 ; 
and it is their marrying out of the Lord that renders 
them subject to be classed with those who shall be 
swept away in the judgement which is ^* coming as a 
snare on all them that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth," Lu. xxi. 35. This is, therefore, a subject to 
which the followers of the Lord Jesus are called upon 
to give attention, '* that they may be accounted worthy 
to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and 
to stand before the Son of Man," Luke xxi. 36 ; and 
the ministers of God are constrained by the responsi- 
bilities of their high office to sound a warning trumpet 
to the people of their charge against the prevailing 
unfaithfoluess in this matter, '* and so much the more 
as they see the day approaching," Heb, x. 25. 

Of course, I address myself specially to those who 

are ** looking for redemption in Israel," Luke ii. 38, 

who have received Jesus as their only Saviour, who 

trust in His blood alone to cleanse them from all sin, 

oad to the influences of the HoVf S^vxvt lo renew and 
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sanctify them unto eternal life. To those who have 
already taken up their cross to follow the Lamb 
whithersoever He goeth, and who are, therefore, ready 
to deny themselves and adopt His rule of conduct in- 
stead of their own, I know I may speak with bold- 
ness on this important topic ; they will, like the Be- 
reans, '* receive the word with all readiness of mind, 
and search the Scriptures whether these things are so,** 
Actsxvii. II. I make my appeal to two parties : 1st, 
Parents ; 2nd, Young unmarried persons. To both 
let me first say — 

1. The earth is atill divided, as of old, between the 
children of God and the children of men, that is, be- 
tween those who profess to love and reverence their 
Creator, Redeemer, and Benefactor, and those who 
are ever saying in their hearts, if not with their 
tongues, *^ Who is the Lord that we should obey His 
voice ?** Ex. V. 2. 

2. Earthly advantages are still, for the most part, 
on the side of the ungodly. Of many of them it may 
be said, *' Their eyes stand out with fatness, they 
have more than heart could wish,'* Ps. Ixxiii. 7. They 
are still the giants of the earth, and the men of re- 
nown, since '* not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called,** I Cor. i. 
29 ; and of them it is said that they receive their good 
things in their lifetime, Luke xvi. 25, that is, that 
having a choice between the good things of time and 
those of eternity, they have decided for the former, and 
are, therefore, generally the " men who prosper in the 
world,'* 

3. This state of things often proves a snare to those 
who really desire to inherit eternal life, and to identify 
themselves with Christ and His cause in the world. 
No one desires poverty for its own sake, neither would 
any one choose the pity and contempt of their fellow- 
men rather than their respect and admiration ; and 
the children of (i-od are often seduced by the old ser- 
pent into hoping that they may be able to become 
rich and great, and yet preserve their integrity to God, 
that like Issachar they may pass through the world 
'* couching down between two burdens** or borders (as 
the word may be translated). Gen. xlix 14, and so 
enjoy this world while they ate m \X. ^\\}cvw3l\. lo^xl'sivCvw^ 
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their title to the inheritance of the saints. The de« 
•ire, and, but too frequently, the struggle, to realise 
this wish, proves that the ** heart is not right in the 
sight of God," Acts viii. 21 — that it is yet carnal, and 
disposed rather to construct a heaven at once out of 
earthly materials, than to wait for the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness, which is the inalienable portion 
of the redeemed. 

To parents naturally anxious for their children's 
comfortable establishment in life, and for the station 
which shall be awarded to them among their fellow- 
men, there is much temptation presented in the offer 
of what is called an eligible match for a son or daugh- 
ter, that is, one promising an acquisition of earthly 
substance or of social rank, and in the case of those 
whose hopes are exclusively bound up with this world, 
it would appear very imprudent not to make eveiy effort 
to secure it; but t address myself not now to them; 
my present remarks are intended for such parents as 
rejoice to believe that Jesus has taken them out of the 
world, has grafted them into Himself as living branches, 
and has enjoined them to ** abide in Him," that they 
may '* bring forth fruit, and that their fruit may re- 
main, and that whatsoever they shall ask the Father in 
His name. He may give it them," John xv. 4, 16. 
You, my friends, are the inheritors of '* great and pre- 
cious promises" for yourselves and your children, and 
you are not left dependent upon a " world that lies in 
the wicked one," 1 John v. 19, for any blessings to 
yourselves or to them. 

In reference to the connexions which your children 
will form under your auspices, a solemn decision is 
proposed to you, that is, whether they shall marry "in 
the Lord," or in the world—whether the flame of con- 
nubial affection, which ye should desire to see burning 
on their heart's altar shall be lighted and fed from 
heaven or from hell ! Rank, wealth, family interest, 
offer strong and specious attractions ; but they have 
their price, and that is no less, in many instances, 
than the souls of your children. Are you prepared to 
pay that for any measure of the dazzling benefit placed 
so alluringly within your reach ? What will it profit 
you—what will it profit them in the day of the Lord's 
coming and kingdom—to remember that they enjoyed 
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the congratulations of friends, and the envj of foes, 
by their sudden rise to affluence and distinction, should 
you hear the fearful words addressed to them—** I 
know you not whence ye are ?*' 
To this you may possibly reply — 

1. It would be unjust and cruel for us not to give 
our children every fair opportunity for advancing 
themselves in life. We consider them entitled to a 
share of the world's advantages, and we should 
judge ourselves deserving of their future reproach if 
we i!ailed to place them in a position to which others 
far less qualified have attained. 

2. We know many religious parents who have em- 
braced for their children such offers of advancement 
as those which you object to, and as far as we can see, 
they do not repent of having done so. 

3. We have taken such good care of the religious 
education of our children, that we have no fear of any 
attempt at interference with their principles. They 
are, we feel assured, sound in the faith, and where- 
ever their lot is cast, will make the Scriptures their 
study, and will uphold the Gospel of Christ. 

4. The persons whom such and such members of 
our families have chosen as their partners in life, are 
not, we can assure you, by any means enemies to re- 
ligion — on the contrary, they hold it in the greatest 
respect, and although they have not actually made a 
profession of the gospel, they are not far from that step, 
tor they are punctual church-goers, and do not object 
to family worship. But — 

5. Even if they do now treat serious things with 
levity, and shew a decided distaste for religion, may it 
not be the happy privilege of our dear children to win 
them to the cause of Christ ? In fact, the marriage 
may be providentially designed for such an end, and 
we should not attempt either to limit the power of God's 
grace, nor to resist what probably is His will in the 
matter. We are acquainted with cases in which hus- 
bands and wives have been converted to God by the 
example and exertions of pious partners, and why may 
it not be so in the present cases ? 

My rejoinder to all this is— 

1 . God has made a provision for your children in 
the life which is to come, and His service has not only 
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the promise of that, but also of the '* life l^t oow is/* 

1 Tim. iv. 8. The difference between His love for 
them and jours, is that He secures both these bless- 
ings, whereas you would endanger the purchase of the 
Iledeemer*8 blood by your anxiety to lay hold of things 
that must '* perish in the using." What you call good 
for your children, may be only a preparation for hell — 
and that for which you expect their gratitude, may 
entail on you their everlasting curse. 

2. The evil of forbidden marriages is often hid from 
us in this world, and those are the least likely to dis- 
cover it who have been instrumental in their forma- 
tion. The triumph of earthly pohcy blinds the eye 
and perverts the judgement, and parents who have 
been guided in their anxiety for their children*s future 
provision only by the maxims of the world, will rest 
quite satisfied if their services have obtained the 
world's approbation. 

3. The more you have laboured to make your child- 
ren religious, the more have you aroused the malig- 
nant opposition of Satan, and you may calculate the 
employment of all his devices against their souls, and 
who will be their champion in the day of conflict ? 
Not the Redeemer, who alone can confront the arch- 
enemy — ^you have withdrawn them from their allegiance 
to Him — you have taken them out of His ranks, and are 
about to enlist them in the army of the aliens, and 
without Him, what will their boasted principles avail ? 
Those principles, were they good for anything, would 
protect them from a violation of the apostolic injunc- 
tion, '^ Be ye not unequally yoked with unbelievers.** 

2 Cor. vi. 14. The attempt to accomplish a concord 
between Christ and Belial, says but little for your past 
faithfulness in your stewardship, or their proficiency in 
** the nurture and admonition of the Lord/* In what 
spirit they will study the Scriptures and uphold the 
Gospel of Christ after marriage, may be collected from 
the ease with which they and you contemplate an 
abandonment of both before that event. 

4. You say their intended partners are not enemies 
to the Gospel — then they must be its friends ; for our 
Lord says that they who are not with Him are against 
Him, Matt. xii. 30, but you confess that they make no 

profession of faith in Christ — that \u ^acl they are not 
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HIb followers, although it is probable that they have 
been baptized into His church, and that they call 
themselves by His name. What can these be but de- 
serters, rebels, apostates ? O, my friends, to talk of 
sach people having a respect for religion is a solemn 
mockery. They have a respect for a religion of their 
own devisinff, but not for the religion of Jesus Christ — 
not for the doctrines of the cross — the sepulchre — the 
mercy-seat — the crown. Tbey will tolerate in their 
houses everything or anything under the name of 
Christianity, but they wiU not tolerate these, as many a 
thwarted wife and husband, whose eyes the Lord has 
opened, knows to their soul's cost. 

5. But lastly, you attempt to still the voice of con- 
science, by pleading a right to do evil that good may 
come. Let me ask you, in the first place, have you 
ever seriously calculated or even intended that Christ's 
cause should be benefited by those marriages. Has 
the faintest desire to promote His glory mingled itself 
with the motives by which your selection of life- long 
companions for your children has been influenced ? 
and if not, is not your plea upon the ground of a 
possible good altogether fictitious ? And, in the se« 
cond place, I would enquire, have you considered the 
possibility of your children's perversion to Satan, 
rather than their partners' conversion to Christ ? The 
chances are decidedly against them — ^they will have 
abandoned the vantage-ground of Christian consis* 
tency — they will have begun life by making shipwreck 
of their own faith, and must be but ill qualified to 
direct the faith of others. They may say, with the 
Bride in the Song of Solomon, ** They made me keeper 
of the vineyards, but mine own vineyard have I not 
kept," Cant. i. 6. Your children may succeed — ^yes, 
but Satan may succeed too, and considering the rela- 
tive advantages, and the fact that the marriages are 
of his making, not God's, and therefore do not enjoy 
God's blessing, in nine cases out of ten he will remain 
master of the field. 

Let us suppose, however, that your children con- 
tinue faithful to the King of kings. In that case they 
must dismiss all hope of domestic tranquillity during 
their wedded life. Two cannot walk together except 
thejr be agreed, Amos iii. 3, atidi \i^ ot ^^ '^^^ 
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jeet^ reii^loa niTLst hi a^ier jean mingie tokM with 

their moac painfoi recoflecdooak. Xatore wiH aaHV- 

edlj take p&rt with the example and principlea of tka 

eodleaa parent, while the triomph at' grace b 

matacee, will icarcelT be leaa diaaatnns to eke 

of dcmestic order and filial reapecc 

la abort then, prot^eaaing children of God* 
Tonr children form these angodlj alliancp^ tfaej wSi 
be either fluthfal or unfiiithiixl — if the lacfier. jtua aiv 
bartering their salvation for a mesa of pott age i f the 
former, chej wiH most probably saSsr the fi£e-kiiig 
anguish of seeirig the dearest objects of dieir afictioa 
perishing before their eyes, bat *^ they themadvcs wiO 
be taved, Tet so as bv'fire.~ I Cor. iiL 15. 

Mt yonng friends who hare enjoyed the inestiBEiahls 
advantage of a religions edncation^ and who are pro- 
posing to yonraelves what Ls called a setcLemeat in iifi?, 
allow me, with all affection and serioosnesy to reaiind 
yon that yon are not seeking companions only for the 
gladsome snnshiny season of prosperity , bat also for 
many of adversity's dark and dreary hoars^ vhea the 
gay and glittering throng that will flatter aroand yoa oa 
your marriage day shall have vanished from the scene, 
— when the notes of festivity are hashed — the bridal 
chaplets faded — friendships^ felicitations silent— and 
the bright hopes of that eventfnl day gone. Then yoa 
will need in the partner of yoar bosom one with wtunn 
yon can tarn to the never-fadiag, never.palling plcn- 
aares of that marriage feast which the King of h cm v eM 
baa made for His Son, and to which yoa mud. all poor 
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rfotims of Satan's delusions are invited. And f 
how iweet — how inexpressibly comforting— to find itt 
that one whom you most tenderly love on earth, the 
** friend that loves at all times, the brother or sister 
bom for adversity,'* Prov. xvii. 17.— one who has tasted 
that the Lord is gracious— who can speak experi- 
mentally of Him whose office it is ** to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to give to those that mourn in Zion 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the gar. 
ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness," Is. Ixi. I, 3. 
But reverse the picture, and imagine the welfare of 
a life bound up with one prepared only to bask in the 
sunshine of your youth and gladsomeness — to be happy 
with you while your brow is yet unclouded and your 
eye undimmed— to reciprocate your smiles, but not your 
tears— to accompany you to scenes of gUttering parade 
and thoughtless mirth, but not to cheer a sorrow- visited 
home, or watch beside a sleepless couch and minister 
comfort to a drooping heart. Alas ! my young friends, 
what else can you expect from one of Satan's children? 
•^— from one whose maxim must be, " Let us eat and 
drink, for to-morrow we shall die," Is. xxii. 13. The 
children of this world have no time to spare from the 
pleasures and lying vanities which are their all. If 
you want a partner to soften, by sharing with you, 
the rude shocks of life and the chilling blasts of ad- 
versity, you must select one who, knowing you to be 
a consistent follower of Jesus, will say to you in sin- 
cerity, " Whither thou goest I will go, and where 
thou lodgest I will lodge ; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God," Ruth i. 16. But do 
not deam that those who are false to that Saviour 
whom you love can be true to you. Do not persuade 
yourselves that the marriage to which Jesus and His 
desciples (as such) have not been specially invited, will 
contain among its future elements the peace, the spiri- 
tual love, and the divine consolation which He only 
can impart. Make no false calculations for a sick, a 
sorrowful, or a dying hour, and when anticipating the 
comforts of the domestic hearth, do not enumerate 
among them the priceless opportunities of ** taking 
sweet counsel together" on the blood-bought mercies 
of Calvary, or the glorious hopes of resurrection glory. 
These will be forbidden topics — touching these no 
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hearts will throb m concert — no knees will bend to- 
gether in prayer — no voices will harmonize in praise 
within that house which you will call your home. 

Upon the subject of mixed marriages — a subject 
which, in our day, has assumed peculiar prominence, 
owing to the fatal consequences which are seen to re- 
sult from the connections formed by unthinking Pro- 
testants in these countries with the subjects and 
victims of Home, the word of God is full and explicit 
in its deliverance. Concerning idolaters, Jehovah 
thus commands His people Israel, '' Thou shalt 
not make marriages with them : thy daughter thou 
shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughter shalt thou 
take unto thy son ; for they will turn away thy son 
from following me, that they may serve other gods : 
BO will the anger of the Lora be kindled against you, 
and destroy thee suddenly,** Deut. vii. 3, 4. Again, 
Joshua is commanded to tell them. If you shall 
^' make marriages with them, and go in unto them and 
they to you, * * they shall be snares and traps unto 
you, and scourges in your sides and thorns in your 
eyes, until ye perish,** Joshua xxiii. 12, 13. 

But no lessons are more impressive than those that 
teach by example, and such lessons the Scriptures 
supply in abundance. Let us select a few : — 

Job was a married man, and to what earthly friend 
should he have turned for comfort in his season of 
sorrow than to the wife of his bosom } He probably 
did appeal to her, but what counsel did she give him ? 
^'Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain 
thine integrity ? Curse God and die,'* Job ii. 9. Well 
was it for Job that be had more grace than his partner ; 
but how must his sufferings have been aggravated 
by one so godless and, of course, heartless ! It is 
evident that he had not selected her for the day of 
adversity. 

We all know that Solomon*s apostasy from God was 
owing to the influence of his heathen wives. We are 
told that ** his wives turned away his heart. For it 
came to pass when Solomon was old, that his wives 
turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart 
was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the 
heart of David his father ; for Solomon went after Ash- 
taroth, thegodessof the Zidonians, and after Milcomthe 
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bbomination of the Ammonites, and Solomon did evil 
Tn the sight of the Lord," 1 Kings xi. 4—6. There is 
reason to believe that, had Solomon married *' in the 
Lord,'' he would have left an example of godliness 
behind him scarcely inferior to that of David his 
father. 

Ahab, king of Israel, has obtained an infamous no- 
toriety by the flagitious character of the life recorded 
of him in the word of God. His name is synonymous 
with that of every impiety and atrocity of which man 
is capable, and for this he is indebted, as the Scrip- 
tures assure us, to his wife. This is their testimony, 
" There was none like unto Ahab, which did sell him- 
self to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, 
whom Jezebel his wife stirred up," 1 Kings xxi. 25. It 
is true, indeed, that his heart was not right with God 
when he married. Had it been, he would not have 
chosen such a wife, but how much deeper this sinful 
union plunged him in wickedness we may collect from 
the manner in which it is announced, " And it cam 
to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk 
in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took 
to wife Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the 
Zidonians, and went and served Baal and worshipped 
him,'* 1 Kings xvi. 31. The histories of Elijah, the 
■Tishbite and of Naboth the Jezreelite, sufficiently 
illustrate the character of "this cursed woman," 2 
Kings ix. 34, and the power which she exercised over 
her wretched husband. Her career should be well 
studied in all Christian families. 

In the brief history of Jehoram, the son of Jehosha- 
phat, king of Judah, we are reminded in a few emphatic 
words of the incalculable mischief which an ungodly 
alliance is almost sure to produce. He ** walked," 
we are informed, *'in the way of the kings of Israel, 
as did the house of Ahab, for the daughter of Ahab 
was his wife, and he did evil in the sight of the 
Lord," 2 Kings viii. 18. Mark the natural order of 
things — he walked in wickedness and did evil, for he 
married the daughter of wicked parents; and, as a 
natural consequence, he forsook the way of his fathers 
and followed hers. 

But, superior to the warning conveyed by these and 
other such isolated examples, is that urged upon us 
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fby the passage of Scripture quoted at the head of this 
lecture. You observe that, immediately after the re- 
lation of the intermarriages between the sons of God 
and the daughters of men, it is added, '* and the Lord 
said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man," im-* 
plying that these fatal alliances were formed in spite 
of the remonstrances of a gracious God with the sui- 
cidal passions of his professed people. He strove—** 

1. With parents, that they might mterpose their 
authority to prevent them. 

2. With the young persons themselves, to. save 
them from their headlong course to present and eternal 
ruin. 

3. With married professors, to recal them to the 
paths of piety and peace, which they might even yet 
recover. 

4. And perhaps even with godless partners, by the 
struggles, however faintj which those with whom they 
were united were yet making, to preserve some ap- 
pearance of consistency. 

But all in vain ; for the objects of His compassion 
were flesh, and nothing but flesh. In their carnal, 
mindedness the thoughts — the imaginations of their 
hearts, became only evil continually. Their course was 
still downward, and the pit of destruction yawned to 
receive them. It is not wonderful, therefore, that when 
every spark of spirituality save one had gone out in the 
world, and nothing but darkness and corruption pre- 
vailed, the law of the earth's existence should be re- 
pealed, and chaos welcomed back again — ** But Noah 
found grace in the eyes of the Lord," and he became 
the geim, as it were, of a new creation. Befusing to 
coalesce with the old world, he inherited the new, and 
so it shall be when *' the earth which is now" perishes. 
Those who have repudiated its spirit and its practices in 
their day, and they only, shall have part in the heavens 
and the earth which are to succeed it. 
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NOAH. 

THE TIME OF THE END. 



^ And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come 
before me ; for the earth is filled with violence through 
them^ ; and, behold, 1 will destroy them with the earth.** 
— Gen. vi. 13. 

** Wo unto him that striveth with his Maker !" Is. xlv. 
9. Such is the broad lesson taught by the ante- 
diluvian history. God would be Lord of His own ^ 
world : Satan and man, his victim and agent, said He 
should not. Which shall prevail ? As for God He 
must strive until His opponents sue for pardon, or sink 
into perdition. 

Man strove with God — 

1* In his thoughts, desires, affections. All were 
evil. They contemplated dishonour to Him and 
injury to themselves. God, as Creator of the earth 
and Ruler of the universe, could not suffer either. He 
resisted, remonstrated, threatened ; but the spiritual 
and moral disease proved inveterate. *' The whole 
head was sick, and the whole heart faint,*' Is. i. 5. 

2. In his walk. He had corrupted his way, verse 
12. His manner of life was in direct contempt of 
every divine law : God, nature, humanity — all were 
outraged. The vilest affections held the mastery over 
him, and reason and conscience, instead of pleading 
for God, traitorously surrendered their office to the 
great enemy of mankind. 

3. In his social relations. The earth was filled with 
violence, verse 13 — every man's hand was against his 
brother. God '* had made of one blood all nations of 
men for to dwell on all the face oi \S[ie ^^i^^' K^Nsk 
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xvii. 26. The common Father of all whose nature is 
love, had set His intelligent creatures a law of mutual 
sympathy and attachment. Against that law they 
rebelled, and became ** full of envy, murder, debate, 
deceit, malignity — without natural affection, impla- 
cable, unmerciful," Rom. i. 29, 31. Peace wag 
banished from the individual heart, from the social 
circle, and from the world at large. 

Some interposition on God's part was inevitable. 
Man deserved immediate and utter destruction ; but 
though man denies God, "He cannot deny Himself," 
2 Tim. ii. 13. He is *' merciful and gracious, long- 
suffering and abundant in goodness and truth," Ex. 
xxxiv. 6 Before proceeding to execution, He will 
make an effort to awaken His apostate creatures from 
their deadly dream of sin and impunity. Accordingly, 
God strove with man — 

1. By His Spirit quickening and constraining suck 
men as Seth, Enoch, Noah, &c. These were lights 
in the world, shining all the more brightly because of 
the surrounding darkness. They were stars reflecting 
the heavenly rays of the Sun of Righteousness; and 
they, with those who have served a similar office in 
the world, shall shine in the same capacity, ** for ever 
and ever," Dan. xii. 3. 

2. By PTis message conveyed by Adam, Abel, Enoch, 
who prophesied of the judgment which would be 
executed upon the ungodly at the glorious appearing 
of Jesus Christ, Jude 14, 15, and Noah specially em- 
ployed as " a preacher of righteousness," 2 Pet. ii. 5, 
to warn '' the world of the ungodly," of the flood of 
Divine vengeance that was ready to overwhelm it, 

3. By His gracious providences, exercised for the 
abiding provision, protection, and enjoyment of those 
who conspired to wrest from Him that world which, 
by His wisdom and power. He continually upheld, 
offering constant testimony to His rational creatures 
of His presence and influence in their behalf, " in 
that He did good, and gave them rain from heaven 
and fruitful seasons, iilling their hearts with food and 
gladness," Acts xiv. 17. 

4. By His long-suffering mercy. " That which may 
be known of God was manifest to them, for God had 
shewed it to them ; for the invisible things of Him 
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from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even His 
eternal power and Godhead, so that they were without 
excuse,*' Rom. i. 19, 20. They sinned against the 
light of nature, and should have looked for the ven- 
geance of nature's God. Their continued existence, 
therefore, and well-being must have instructed them 
that the goodness and forbearance of God were striv- 
ing with them to lead them to repentance, Rom. ii. 4. 

The end of this struggle was approaching. Though 
in the enduring compassion of a loving Father it will 
ever be of long continuance, the touching apostrophe 
being often repeated, " How shall I give thee up 
Ephraim ? How shall I deliver thee Israel ? How 
shall I make thee as Admah ? How shall I set thee 
as Zcboim.^ Mine heart is turned within me, my 
repentings are kindled together," Hos. xi. 8. Yet, 
as a God of judgment, '* the day of vengeance is in 
His heart," Is, l.xiii. 4, it is appointed, and it will 
come at last : then wo to those *' vessels of wrath 
fitted to destruction^ " who have been endured so 
long ! Rom. ix. 22. 

One man stayed the arm of Divine retribution — it 
was Noah the son of Lamech, and grandson of Methu- 
selah, the longest liver on earth. Of his father, we only 
know thai he was born, was the father of a family, lived 
seven hundred and seventy-seven years, and died. Nor 
are we told anything more regarding his seven imme- 
diate progenitors, except, indeed, Enoch, who was dis- 
tinguished in his generation. All the others were 
born, reared families, and died. So much for man's 
earthly history with all his vaunted importance. From 
the first cry of infancy to the last groan of expiring 
nature, be the interval long or short — a few years or a 
few centuries — the only thing regarding him worthy to 
be recorded, is simply that he had an existence in this 
world. But ! what tremendous interests hang upon 
that fact ! From Lamech's name, which signifies 
*' poor '* or *' mean," we should collect that he occu- 
pied no distinguished place among his fellow-men ; 
but, on the contrary, judging from the name given to 
his son Noah, which means "comfort" or "rest," 
and the reason which he alleged for it, " This same 
ahall comfort us coaceming our work and the toil of 
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our hands because of the ground which the Lord hath 
cursed," it appears likely that he suffered from indi- 
gent circumstances, and was obliged to submit to toil 
and privation in the attempt to maintain himself and 
family by honest exertion. 

Noah's walking with God doubtless included a faith- 
ful testimony against a corrupt world. In this testi- 
mony the most prominent feature was his own bright 
example. He dared to be singular amidst apostate 
millions. Whatever others did, he declared boldly, he 
would ** serve the Lord," Josh. xxiv. 15. There were 
not wanting solicitations to evil — prospects of earthly 
advantage alluringly displayed — reasonings subtle and 
persuasive — sneers and insinuations — ridicule — per- 
haps threats and petty annoyances, and even persecu- 
tions ; but he maintained his integrity — he had chosen 
God for his associate, and preferred being " a door- 
keeper in the house of his God, to dwelling in the 
tents of wickedness," Ps. Ixxxiv. IQ. Then, in the 
management of his family he walked with God, being 
just to all men, he was not unjust to them, but faith- 
fully discharged every parental duty with reference to 
the present welfare and future deliverance of those 
entrusted to his care — and as God's Spirit strove with 
the world, he laboured, ** in season and out of season, 
preaching the word, reproving, rebuking, exhorting 
with all long-suffering and doctrine," 2 Tim. iv. 2. 
*' By pureness, by knowledge, by long-suffering, by 
kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by 
the word of truth, by the power of God, by the ar- 
mour of righteousness on the right hand and on the 
left," 2 Cor. vi- ^,7; as ** an ambassador for Christ, 
as though God did beseech a guilty world, he prayed 
them in Christ's stead, to be reconciled to God," 
2 Cor. V. 20. For a hundred and twenty years, at 
least, he thus walked and worked with God. And 
thus, reader, it becomes every child of the Holy One 
to have his or her conversation in the world now — 
every one of us must be as Noah was, an epistle written 
with the finger of God, " known and read of all men," 
2 Cor. iii. 2. 
Moreover, Noah walked w*\l\i God b^ Calth — ^faith 
in his anaouncements of vengeaxvce ou \X\ft yi\\QV \wi^ 
of men become incorrigibly mcked — ^laixJ^Vsi^iJsi^Tywvsva 
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ptomise of safety to himself and family — faith in the 
means of destruction to be employed, and in the in- 
strument of safety to be constructed — and faith in the 
now momentous transactions of the latter days — the 
days of the Lord Jesus Christ, which present things 
were intended to foreshadow and announce, and thus, 
** being wprned of God of things not seen as yet, moved 
with fear, he prepared an ark to the saving of his house ; 
by the which he condemned the world, and became 
heir of the righteousness which is by faith," Heb. xi. 7. 

Noah was ordered of God to construct the ark, and 
and as its dimensions were so vast, and the difficulties 
attending the work necessarily great in that age of 
the world, it is not improbable that between its com- 
pletion and its occupation by the numerous animals to 
be gathered into it, and the large stores of various 
kinds of food for their support, the greater portion, if 
not the whole, of the hundred and twenty years given 
by a gracious God to man for repentance after His an- 
nouncement of the coming judgment, was consumed, 
and therefore during that long period in which perhaps 
hundreds and thousands of Noah's fellow-men were 
associated with him in the work to which he was called, 
this vessel of mercy was itself remonstrating with a 
guilty world, and calling loudly on a suicidal race to 
flee from the wrath to come. It spoke — 

1. Of mercy and judgment, Ps. ci. 1. It evidently 
had an object — protection and deliverance to those 
who should occupy it, and this because of some danger 
to which they would otherwise be exposed. Noah, 
doubtless, was faithful in publishing God's revelation 
to him concerning the approaching deluge — the judg- 
ment of a long insulted Creator upon a world that re- 
jected Him, and he shewed that he himself believed 
and feared that judgment. He also declared and 
proved by the preparation in which he was engaged, 
that God was ready to rescue all that were willing to 
accept of safety and of His mode of securing it, and 
now was the accepted time, and before their eyes was 
placed the all-sufficient refuge. Here, therefore, by 
this (to them) strange and apparently useless contriv- 
ance, judgment was announced and salvation offered. 
2. Of the wisdovny love, and powei ol \Xvfe ^^'iiax 
Designer. Terrible in judgment, Wx. eisJcva.vxa'Ova^^ \xw 
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the will and the ability to save all that make Him their 
trust. None but He could foresee the nature of the 
coming mischief, and none other could provide against 
it ; and who but a God who is love would make such 
preparations for the protection of an individual; and 
how would the love and friendship of the whole 
world beside avail to that individual against the evils 
that impended over him and his family? The ark was 
of God because its design strictly corresponded with the 
deliverance to be achieved — because it was perfect in 
all its arrangements, and because, when completed, 
it was found fully adequate to the purposes it was 
intended to serve. 

3. Of the fulness of Divine grace. The ark was of 
immense bulk, as large, according to modern compu- 
tation, as from twenty to thirty times the size of the 
largest British man-of-war, which is capable of carrying 
a thousand men, with cannon and stores for many 
months. There was room, therefore, for several 
thousand penitents, and had more accommodation 
been required by the numbers seeking admission, no 
doubt it would have been immediately supplied. But 
the dimensions of the ark — at least five hundred feet 

,long, and a hundred wide — must have suggested the 
idea of vast capacity to the eye of the beholder, and 
established the conviction that there was ample room 
for those who were invited to avail themselves of the 
day of grace. 

4. Of God's faithfulness to His promise. God's 
gift to man was life — the wages of sin was death. 
Satan's purpose of the utter demolition of earth and 
its inhabitants was almost near its fulfilment, through 
the infatuated folly of his agent and victim man; but 
God had said that the seed of the woman should 
bruise the serpent's head; The human race, there- 
fore, could not utterly perish. A representative of 
the holy seed must in every age transmit the promises 
and the blessing from age to age *' till the 8££0 
should come to whom the promise was made," GaL 
iii. 19, and the ark declared that God remembered 
the promise, while Noah, for whose preservation it 
was constructed, became, thereby, " heir of the 

righteousness which is by £aviV\," YV^iVi. xv.l, \ixv^ >^^ 
transmitter of the bleasing to iLvilvire ^^tifet^xKo^i"*. 
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5. Of the freeness of God's salvation. Noah was 
not saved because he constructed the ark. God's 
covenant of mercy was made with him previous to his 
undertaking the work : *' But with thee will I esta- 
blish my covenant, and thou shalt come into the ark." 
Noah wrought because of the covenant between him 
and God. Many others were associated with him in 
the work, but they had no part in the covenant ; and, 
therefore, perished. Doubtless, if Noah had refused 
to obey God in fulfilling his part of the all-wise design, 
he must have perished too ; but that was impossible ; 
for the Spirit of God was in him. But his safety was 
of promise — and the means were of God's appoint- 
ment. If others, therefore, were not saved, it was not 
because they deserved less than Noah ; but because, 
simply, they would not come into the ark that they 
might have life. That ark, we have seen, was 
capacious enough for many more, and the long in- 
terval of a hundred and twenty years was given to 
them that they might see God's salvation, and believe, 
and be saved. 

6. Of the qualifications necessary for the safety pro- 
vided, which were merely repentance and faith in 
God's word. The invitation was to all, but it is ob- 
vious that that invitation must have fallen very un- 
meaningly, if not ludicrously, upon the ears of those 
who were unconscious of their own guilt, in the sight 
of God, and who would not believe in His wrath and 
threatened judgment. They would not be prepared 
to admit the necessity for such a provision of mercy as 
the ark, and would consequently reject all Noah's re- 
presentations regarding it. On the other hand, it 
would be very unlikely that, to any one who felt a con- 
viction of sin, and believed that the sword of retribu- 
tive justice was suspended over their head, the offer 
of deliverance would be made in vain ; therefore, the 
requisites for safety were a sense of sin and danger, 
involving, of course, a desire of escape from both, and 
an assurance that the means of deliverance proposed 
were just the most effectual for that end. It is evi- 
dent, that merely to see the ark, or even to believe 
that it was God's plan for the preservation of life, with- 
out feeling a personal interest in the occadoiv \i^<^vl 
which it was to be employed, or tVie ^^ieX.'^ \\.^^^^si 
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secure, would not have the same effect upon the party 
in danger. They might admire God*s work, and speak 
loudly of His mercy, yet never think of availing them- 
selves of the refuge provided, simply because they 
might never think it was provided for them. 

7, Of the utter vanity of all human or hasty con- 
trivances for escaping the wrath to come. God would 
be the author of the fearful visitation by which life 
was to be destroyed ; He, also, was the author of the 
only means of rescue proposed by Him, from the 
consequences of that visitation. The conclusion, 
therefore, was obvious, that the only exception to the 
general destruction intended, would be in the case of 
those accepting the relief proposed ; for who could 
resist God? He pledged Himself to destroy all who 
were found without the ark. He had equally pledged 
Himself to preserve all those found within. There 
was, there could be, no middle ground. And see 
what time and labour the instrument of safety required 
for its completion ; and if all that was necessary — and 
who can doubt it? — could anything, contrived and 
fashioned just as the first big drops of the threatened 
deluge began to moisten the earth, be equally available 
for the safety of the contriver ? Certainly not. The 
ark, therefore, at once declared the omnipotence of 
God, and the impotence of man in the hour of innpend- 
ing ruin. 

Upon the subject of our world's ultimate destiny, the 
apostolic revelation is as copious as need be desired. 
Peter informs us, " that by the word of God the 
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water, whereby the world that 
then was being overflowed with water, perished ; but 
the heavens and the earth which are now, by the same 
word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the 
day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men,'* 2 
Pet. iii. 5, 7. The fact, then, is clear, that the same 
causes which operated to the destruction of the ante- 
diluvian world, are in full exercise for a similar end 
in our day. It was so in the apostolic age, eighteen 
hundred years ago. It is so in ours, but how much 
nearer must we be to the fearful consummation than 
they were who lived in that day ^ God's Spirit is stiU 
striving with us as with tViose o^ o\^ — ^^^ %^^*xiVL c& 
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pentance is allotted to us as it was to them, and when 
itis exhausted, the fiery indignation of a long-suffering 
God will as assuredly be poured out upon the impeni- 
tent and unbelieving of our times, as the deluge of 
waters was upon those who lived in the last times of 
the old world. 

And has God forgotten to be gracious to His erring 
creatures? He provided an ark for the saving of 
-penitents in the days of old. Has He found no refuge 
for those who shall be "moved with fear" now? 
Yes, blessed be God, the Church of Jesus Christ — 
the spiritual house in which the Holy One Himself 
promises to dwell, see 2 Cor. vi. 16, Eph. ii. 22, 1 Pet. 
ii. 5, built on the Foundation laid in Zion, Is. xxviii. 
16, of the spiritual stones hewn out of the unshapea 
rock of fallen humanity, but chiselled and fashioned 
by Divine skill for their places in the everlasting 
temple which He is raising to the eternal honour of 
His redeeming love. When the flames of Divine 
justice devour the wood, hay, stubble, of a dry, sapless 
and lifeless formalism — when they burn up the chaff of 
the wisdom of this world, and are fed by the tares of 
Satanic enmity to God, and the withered branches of 
hypocrisy and self-delusion, then shall these *' precious 
stones shine " forth in undestructible form and bril- 
liancy, secure alike from the " everlasting burnings " of 
Almighty wrath, and the consuming terrors of a sin- 
burdened conscience. That ark is being constructed 
after the pattern shewed on the Holy Mount, Mat. 
xvii. 2, &c., 2 Pet. i. 17, 18. Jesus is its corner 
stone. Jesus, in His transfigured humanity, exhibited 
a specimen of the glorious resurrection materials of 
which it is to be composed, and Jesus is the single 
door by which it is to be entered. God alone designed 
it. God's ministers, under His direction and influ- 
ence, have been constructing it from age to age. 
When completed, it will be furnished with every pro- 
vision of mercy and love for His redeemed people, 
that they may '* hunger no #more, neither thirst any 
more," Rev. vii. 16 ; *' the living Bread which came 
down from heaven," John vi. 51 ; " fat things full of 
marrow, wines on the lees well refined," Is. xxv. 6 ; 
** wine and milk," Is. Iv. 1 ; " honey ^wd. orX oxsX. ^1 
the Bock '* Dent, xxxii. 13; '* living >Nat^i,'' ^o\vviV«. 
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14; vii. 38, &c., &c. Our great Benefactor gives a 
foretaste of this heavenly feast to His children now ; 
but it is only that they may long for the larger an d 
more uninterrupted supplies to be furnished ** with- 
out money and without price *' to those who shall 
*' dwell in His house for ever ;'* their table shall be 
eternally spread, and their " cup shall run over,'* 
Ps. xxiii. 5, 6. 

And now, my friends, may I not ask, with the apostle, 
''* Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved," 
(the objects of sight and sense, and too often of af- 
fection and engrossing pursuit around us,) '* what man- 
ner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation 
and godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming 
of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire 
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent, heat?" 2 Pet. iii. 11, 12. All who have not 
yet fled with heartfelt earnestness to Jesus, as men 
flee from the sword or from the pestilence to a place 
of safety — all who are content to enjoy the world as it 
is, and are satified with themselves as they are — all 
whom business, pleasure, riches, or earthly distinctions 
engross, occupy precisely the same position as those 
who were outside the ark when the deluge came, and 
to them the all-seeing Friend of man referred when He 
said, ** As the days of Noe were, so shall also the com- 
ing of the Son of man be. For as in the days that 
were before the flood they were eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that 
Noe entered into the ark, and knew not till the flood 
came, and took them all away ; so shall also the coming 
of the Son of man be," Matt. xxiv. 37—39. They 
are not represented as committing any gross sin, or 
violating any specific law ; but they are in the worid, 
and of the world, instead of being in the ark, and of 
the family of the redeemed, who are dead to the world, 
and whose **life is hid with Christ in God," Col. iii. 3. 
These are not heathens, for they have been baptized, 
and ** before their eyes Jesus Christ hath been evi- 
dently set forth crucified among them," Gal. iii, 1, 
and they know that He is gathering a people to Him- 
self out of the exiled family of man. They see the 
work of conversion going on aiouivd them from day 
to day, and the machinery b^ wVi\c\iV\.'\% ^^^c\.^^— \>cifc 
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Missionarj, Bible, and Tract Societies — the publicr 
preaching of the gospel — the teaching from house to 
house — the district meetings — the cottage lectures— 
the weekly prayer meetings — the Sunday schools — the 
adult classes — the domestic services and catechizings. 
All these, with more or less frequency, are brought 
tinder their notice, and inform them that the ark of 
eternal salvation is *' a preparing," and that the " long- 
suffering of God is now waiting, as in the days of 
Noah," to admit into it, by spiritual baptism (not the 
mere sprinkling of water, which can only remove the 
filth of the flesh — not that of the spirit,) but by ** the 
answer of a good conscience towards God" — all those 
who, by the efficacy of that baptism, have an interest 
in " the resurrection of Jesus Christ," 1 Pet. iii. 20, 
21, and who therefore have their ** conversation (or 
citizenship) in heaven, from whence they look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, ** whoshall change their 
vile bodies that they may be fashioned like unto His 
glorious body, according to the working whereby He is 
able even to subdue all things to Himself," Phil. iii. 
20,21. 

The Christian's ark, in these days of its formation, 
speaks to all beholders in the same language that I 
have supposed the ark of Noah was intended to em- 
ploy to the consciences of the corrupt generation who 
witnessed its progress from day to day, that is — 

1. The blood-bought Church of Christ also pro- 
claims the mercy and judgment of Jehovah — it says, 
" Behold the goodness and severity of God," Rom. 
xi. 22. You see these living stones: "look to the rock 
whence they are hewn, and the hole of the pit whence 
they are digged," Is. li. 1. They have been taken from 
among the victims of the curse — they are saved from 
the gulf of eternal perdition — " Their souls drew near 
unto the grave, and their lives to the destroyers," but 
a pitying Father said, *' Deliver them from going down 
to the pit : I have found a ransom," Job xxxiii. 22, 24. 
The cross of Jesus to which they cling tells the story 
of their sin and its consequences. The empty sepulchre 
of the risen Victim round which they take their station 
with palms of victory in their hands, declare that justice 
is satisfied and the condemned are tree — ^'* Yj^a\^^" \sv 
their case "rejoices against iudgcaexil^"' ^^^/\n..V^- 
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2. Here, likewise, the wisdom, love, and power of 
Jehovah are eminently displayed. We are told of His 
*' looking down from heaven upon the children of 
men to see if there were any that did understand and 
seek God, but they were all gone aside, they were alto- 
gether become filthy, there were none that did good, 
no, not one," Ps. xiv. 2, 3, ** From the sole of the 
foot even unto the head there was no soundness in it, 
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores," so that 
it was useless to smite the guilty race: ** they would re- 
volt more and more,'* Is. i. 5, 6. Their disease was 
incurable ; and to a mind of less wisdom and less love 
there must have appeared but one remedy — utter ex- 
termination ; but the great Creator, yearning after His 
people, again looked down, but '* He saw that there 
was no man (to save) and wondered that there was no 
intercessor," Is. lix. 16, '* none that could by any 
means redeem bis brother, nor give to God a ransom 
for him," Ps. xlix. 7. It was then that " the Shepherd 
of Israel, the Man that is God's fellow," Zech. xiii. 7, 
stepped forward, and said, **Lo, I come : in the vo- 
lume of the book it is written of me, I delight to do 
thy will, my God," Ps. xl. 7, 8, and then the Father 
** spake to His Holy One, and said, I have laid help 
(for guilty man) upon One that is mighty — I have ex- 
alted one chosen out of the people," Ps. Ixxxix. 19. 
*' God so loved the world that he gave His only begot- 
ten Son that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life," John iii. 16, Every 
true believer in Jesus is a monument of Almighty 
wisdom in devising the scheme of redemption, to which 
he owes his position and his hopes — of Almighty love 
in submitting to the sacrifice which it demanded, and 
of Almighty power in triumphing over sin, Satan, and 
the curse, as the work which it involved, 

3. Who can doubt that the fulness of Divine grace 
is exemplified in the salvation provided for us, and 
the invitation summoning us to make use of it ? The 
living members of Christ are ** saved by grace," Eph. 
ii. 5, 8 — grace abounding over all their sins, Rom. 
V. 20, which are as the hairs of their head for multi- 
tude, Ps.xl. 12 — grace reaching to the lowest depths 

of that pit of vileness and \oaV.VveaomeiW^«a vi which 
every unrenewed child oi mau i% ^uviV.,'^%. -xX. ^ \ wA 
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grace " bringing salvation that hath appeared to all 
men,'* Tit. ii. 13. Every saint of God not only com- 
prehends, but exemplifies ** what is the breadth, and 
length, and depth, and height of the love of Christ," 
"which, in its immensity, surpasses the power of mere 
human intelligence— love grasping in its outstretched 
embrace the most loathesome specimens of human de- 
pravity, and the noblest monuments of saving and sanc- 
tifying power — ^love reaching from the first victim of 
Satanic agency, to the last descendant of his ruined 
and degraded race — love descending to the lowest 
depths of moral and physical putridity and death, and 
love ascending and bringing its living trophies with it to 
the very throne of the Omnipotent, and claiming for 
itself and them acceptance there. Such love belongs 
to the Church of the living God, which consequently 
can enlarge itself to the full measure of human want 
and expectancy. 

4. In every age has the Church of Christ proved a 
monument of God's faithfulness and truth. Through 
many dark and perilous seasons has the spouse of the 
Redeemer passed since the hour when she left her 
birth-place in his heart, and went forth upon her errand 
of life and light. But though " troubled on every side 
she has not been distressed; perplexed but not in de- 
spair; persecuted but not forsaken; cast down but 
not destroyed," 2 Cor. iv. 8, 9, and this owing to the 
promise of Him who is *' not a man that he should lie, 
nor the son of man that he should repent," Num. xxiii. 
19. He has declared that *' the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against her," Mat. xvi. 18, by which we under- 
stand than no counsels of Satan or of death shall ever 
deprive the Son of God of a society in the world, how- 
ever small or humble,that acknowledges Him and Him 
alone as its head, and rejoices in the blessed hope of 
being united with Him at His coming and His kingdom 
— and it can easily be proved that in the darkest 
periods of heathen, Mahomedan, or Romish power 
and persecution, such a society has existed in the 
earth. 

To assert that God's covenant of continued preser- 
vation is made with any mere denomination of pro- 
fessing Christians betrays gross ignotane^ o^ ^^ Ocv^« 
racier of God's Church, which is compoEeA. ovX^ oS.^\% 
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children, ** born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God,'* John i. 13. He 
alone knows who they are, aad He gives them to Jesus, 
and Jesus '* gives them eternal life, and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of His 
hand," John x. 28, 29. That cannot be said of the 

Erofessing members of a mere denominational Church, 
ut may apply to some members of all Christian 
Churches, — at least, of all that hold the Scriptural 
** truth as it is in Jesus." The Father has ever had a 
family in the world — that family has inherited His 
promises made to Adam, Noah, Abraham, &c., and 
its existence in every age, proves that these promises 
are " all in Christ J.esus, yea, and Amen unto the 
glory of God/' 2 Cor. i. 20 ; it is the pledge of His 
faithfulness '* unto the world, and to angels, and to 
men," 1 Cor. iv. 9. 

5. Nothing will more condemn the despisers and 
rejecters of Jesus and His finished work than the free- 
ness of the salvation offered to them in His name. 
They are taught that **the roagesoi^m is death, butthe 
GIFT of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord," Rom. vi. 23, that is, that they have, with much 
labour and ingenuity earned for themselves the sen- 
tence of eternal wrath, but that the repeal of that 
sentence, and everlasting life in consequence are pro- 
vided for, and conferred upon them without any con- 
dition, save that of accepting them at the hands of a 
beneficient God, who purchased them for sinners with 
the blood and sufferings of His beloved Son. In this 
the utter helplessness of guilty man is declared : he 
could not earn eternal life — he could not avert death 
with offerings of ** thousands of rams, or ten thousands 
of rivers of oil," not if he gave his ** firstborn for his 
transgressions, the fruit of his body for the sin of his 
soul," Micah vi. 7 ; but what man could not do, God, 
against whom he rebelled, has done for him, and 
therefore, to all believers in Jesus is this memorial con- 
tinually addressed, ** by grace are ye saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves ; it is the gift of God," 
Eph. ii. 8. 

. 6. Disobedience and distrust are the two great 
fountains from whence flows the mighty torrent of 
human corruption that overspreads a desolated earth. 
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Bepentance and faith are the two mighty engines 
whereby these fountains are to be dried up, and that 
torrent arrested in its career — repentance, whereby 
we hate and forsake sin ; and faith, whereby we sted- 
fastly believe and lay hold on the promises of God 
made to us in the gospel. All who are on their way 
to God, are fleeing from sin which they hate, as well 
as from wrath which they dread, and are earnestly 
laying hold on the hope set before them in the gospel ; 
but the first of their acts is repentance, and the second 
faith, and as ''the law was our schoolmaster to bring 
us unto Christ," Gal. iii. 24, every true christian must 
have sorrowed for sin, and must now rejoice for salva- 
tion, because he or she has groaned under sin, from 
which Jesus hts set them free. The Church of Christ, 
therefore, exemplifies these two main principles of 
the christian scheme since her very existence depends 
on the exercise of both. 

Lastly. The plan of redemption developed on 
Calvary and at the sepulchre, utterly, and for ever, 
excludes all boasting on the part of those for whom it 
was devised. Had man been able to reconcile himself 
to God, His holy, harmless, undefiled Son need not 
have descended to agonize and die to effect that ob« 
ject ; but the tragedy of the manger, the cross, the 
tomb, proclaims in the ears of the most self-confident 
and presumptuous, that it is only in Jesus they can 
indulge a hope of escape from wrath, for '* there is 
no salvation in any other, there being none other 
name under heaven given among men whereby we 
must be saved,'* Acts iv. 12. This great truth the 
Church, founded on Jesus alone, constanily affirms. 
Her testimony is, *' Being justified by faith we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, Eom. 
V. I. 

Regarding all these things, the Church now utters 
her voice — she fulfils her testimony just as the ark did 
during the hundred and twenty years of suspended 
judgment. She knows that the great and terrible 
day of the Lord cannot be far off, but that, according 
to certain appointed " signs of the times," her Beloved 
is hastening His return, and that " He comes in flaming 
fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, 
and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,'^ 
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2 Thes. i. 8 , and she implores '' them that are with- 
out " by those great truths which she embodies and 
reflects, to take refuge in her bosom as their only 
retreat from the fiery flood that will soon overspread 
the earth. Hers is the voice of wisdom : "she crieth 
without, she utters her voice in the streets: she crieth 
in the chief place of concourse, in the openings of the 
gates; in the city she uttereth her words, saying. How 
long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity, and the 
scorners delight in their scorning, and fools hate 
knowledge ? Turn ye at my reproof: behold I will 
pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you," Pro v. i. 20 — 23. 

Jesus, by His Spirit, comes now and preaches in 
the person of His ministers as formef'ly in that of 
Noah, to the spirits shut up in the prison of ignorance, 
uncleanness, and satanic bondage, while the long- 
suffering of God waits for their conversion and return 
to Him. As one of these ministers, I now affection- 
ately and earnestly address myself to three classes of 
my fellow-men : 1, The openly profane ; 2, The 
decently religious ; 3, True believers in Jesus. 

1. To the openly profane I say. The party to which 
you belong is a very ancient one — as old as the first- 
bom of Adam. In it were embodied all the elements 
of the curse, and regarding it the declarations and 
dealings of God have ever been plain and undisguised. 
Your party, indeed, seems to have been allowed to 
exist in every age, that in it might be exemplified 
God*s hatred of sin, and His power to destroy the 
guilty. It has never really prospered — no man "that 
hath hardened himself against God " has done so. Job 
iv. 9, although sometimes appearances would lead 
to an opposite conclusion ; but they have been only 
appearances. The wicked are often allowed to rise 
in the world that their fall may be the more signal 
and exemplary ; but whatever has been their success, 
the bitterness of God's wrath and of anticipated judg- 
ment mingles itself with their cup, and " there is no 
peace to them — they are like the troubled sea when it 
cannot rest, whose waters cast up mire and dirt,*' Is. 
Ivii. 20, 21. You know as well as I can tell you, that 
^* the way of transgressors is Viatd,' ^xo^. -xavx.V^, 
Your loud laughter — your noisy mvxvVi — ^^oxxt ^m^^xi^ 
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at the things and people of God — ^your affected indif- 
ference to warnings, providences, and the coming 
fiiture — ^your asserted independence of God, and deter- 
mination to live - only for pleasure — ^your ceaseless 
schemes for amusement — your attempts to throw 
suspicion on religious people — and your open pro- 
fanation of God's day — these do not impose on your- 
selves : you feel that there is a God — an all-seeing 
Judge — ^that He is a holy being, and that by His 
decision it never has been, it never can <' be well 
with the wicked," Eccl. viii. 13; for "He is angry 
with them every day," Ps. vii. 11, and often ex- 
presses His just wrath by signal visitations in par- 
ticular instances, and unless they repent, ''they shall 
all likewise perish," Luke xiii. 3. 

That merciful and long-suffering God whose power 
you are defying, and whose wrath you dream you 
can provoke with impunity, still " sets before you an 
open door," Rev. iii. 8. Jesus, the Son of His love, is 
that door — it leads into his Church, composed of 
those who once were as God.hating and truth-des- 
pising as you are now, but who were brought to know 
their sin, their state of condemnation, and their ex- 
posure to •* the worm that dieth not, and the fire that 
never shall be quenched," Mark ix. 43, &c., and who 
were induced to accept the kind oflfices of ** the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sin of the world, ^* John 
John i. 29. He washed away their sin in His own 
blood — He sanctified them with ihe Holy Spirit sent 
down from heaven, and He brought them near unto 
God, and keeps them there until He shall sit on His 
own throne, when they shall sit there with Him, and 
reign with Him as kings and priests for ever. Rev. 
iii. 21, i. 6. Into that happy society you are in- 
vited — there there is safety for the denounced children 
of earth, and there alone. The hour of fearful retribu- 
tion is at hand. " The day cometh that shall burn as 
an oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble ; and the day that cometh 
shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it 
shall leave them neither root nor branch," Mai. iv. I. 
God was true to Himself in the days of '^^^^Vv, c>^\^<5\.., 
and of Jerusalem, and the word oi ^\a ^^iN^xvX&'dxv- 
Douncing judgment was also found to \i^ Vt\\fc "\»^ 
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Spite of the scoffings, the disputings, the contemp* 
tuous indifference, and the violence of His enemies. 
It will he so again, and at the most momentous crisis 
of all. You have the advantage of former examples, 
and therefore your rejection of the only refuge from 
wrath is the less excusable. O, my fellow-sufferers 
from the fall and its dire results, bethink you of 
the object for which a gracious Father is now con- 
structing His spiritual ark. Behold one and another 
around you fleeing througfh Jesus to its protection. 
You hear the voice of God's messenger becoming 
louder and louder every day, and you see the na- 
tions of the earth heaving to and fro as agitated by 
some extraordinary element of coming convulsion. **Be 
wise to-day, 'tis madness to defer.'* Lay hold of 
the proffered hand of Jesus; and take your place 
with the redeemed for ever. 

Be assured that the ark will be completed in spite 
of you. While you look on and smile, thousands and 
tens of thousands will flee into it. The deluge of fire 
and brimstone will come, and whither then will you 
betake yourselves? By that time the ark will be 
closed — ^you will see Jesus, but you will not fly to Him 
but from Him — you may climb a tall tree, as we may 
suppose the foolish antediluvians did, but that tree will 
burn — a high mountain, but that mountain will be set on 
fire, Ps. Ixxxiii. 14 — the housetops, but from them the 
people of God will be precipitantly hurrying away, Mat, 
xxiv. 17. What a scene of desolation, of terror, of wo ! 
What cries of mortal agony will rend the glowing air! 
What frenzied calls on the Master of the House of 
Refuge, who hath risen up and shut to the door, Luke 
xiii. 25. What pleadings for mercy when " mercy shall 
be clean gone for ever," Ps. Ixxvii. 8. O brethern, 
think of these things, and " seek the Lord while He 
may be found, call upon him while he is near," Is. Iv. 
6. May the terrors of a God of justice startle you into 
repentance — may the pleadings of a God of love win 
you to Jesus and to peace. 

2. To the decently religious aword of faithful expostu 

lation is scarcely less necessary. If, my friends, your 

object merely is to think yowtae\ves,«Lud that others 

should think you to be reWgvous ^eo^\^^\ tcvw%\. ^'ivax^ 

fou, however startling be the aa%ei\.\ovi,\.Vi«X'^o\ii<i^afc\% 
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not a whit better in the sight of God, and as regards 

deliverance from approaching judgment, than that of 

the openly profane. You too had your representatives 

among those who perished in the deluge of waters ; 

men and women who spoke respectfully of God and 

His truth, but who saw no necessity for fleeing into 

the ark. The flood came and swept them all away ; 

they might have been well-meaning, kind, amiable, 

honest, and in their way, religious people ; but they 

were in the world and not in the ark ; and so it is with 

you — you love the world, its pleasures, its occupations, 

its objects of attention, its people — your place is among 

these and not among the devoted servants of God who 

are engaged about His cause, and who are seeking to 

advance His kingdom. Therefore, you are not in the 

ark. You may be members of a Christian Church, 

but you are not members of Christ, for He is in 

heaven and your heart, soul, body, and all your 

faculties are on earth and devoted to earthly things. 

You are like shrubs, brambles, growing just now in the 

same enclosure with the vine, or hke fungi attached 

to its stem, but not branches ; you are not entitled to 

any protection from the unquenchable flre of the last 

day. Perhaps you are members of religious societies, 

or oflBce-bearers in Christian Churches, but remember 

that the men who wrought with Noah in the construction 

of the ark fell victims to the judgment which they 

helped others to escape, and you may be builders up of 

the Church, and yet have neither part nor lot in the 

great salvation to be found only within it. Consider 

these things, my friends, and rest not until you have 

renounced the world over which the black cloud of 

vengeance is suspended, and taken your place in the 

ark on which the Sun of Bighteousness shines, and 

shall shine for ever. 

3. Believers in Jesus. Yours is the distinction of 
staying the uplifted arm of Jehovah until your sal- 
vation is completely provided for. The earth on 
which you tread is preserved in being on your account, 
for God says He cannot do anything with it until you 
are gathered out, ** this honour have all His saints," 
Ps. cxlix. 9. You are, therefore, the salt o^ vVi^ ^^\^ 
in this point of view^ but also in anolVi^x, \\\«X \\. \% 
jours to resist and as far as possible to hgmIi^Xyl^ ^^ 
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corruptions of the world around you. In both views 
** Salt is good/' that is, while it preserves the peculiar 
quality by which it acts thus, but if it should *' lose 
its saltness," it is thenceforth good for nothing, but 
^* to be cast out and trodden under foot of ntien," Mat. 
V. 13. Rememberi therefore, beloved brethem, your 
*' high calling of God in Christ Jesus," Phil. iii. 14. 
I beseech you by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
God, which is your reasonable service ; ai^d be not 
conformed to this world, but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and perfect, and acceptable, will of God,'' 
Bom. xii. I, 2. Blessed be God you are in the ark. 
It is yours to feel that while the floods of wickedness 
are prevaihng every day more and more in the earthy 
you are borne upward nearer and nearer in all holy 
conversation to Uiat gracious Father who sits above 
*' beholding the steadfastness of your faith in ChriBt," 
Col. ii. 5. 
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THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 



" And God said, This is the token of the covenant which 
J make between me and you and every living creature 
that is with yoUf for perpetual generations : I do set 
my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a 
€&venant between me and the earth. And it shall come 
to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the 
haw shall be seen in the cloud : And 1 will remember 
my covenant, which is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no 
more become a flood to destroy allflesh^* — Gen. ix. 1 2-16. 

Within the limits of the ark which contained Noah 
and his family, together with all the living things that 
were shut up with him, were included all the purposes 
and promises of God regarding the human race which 
He nad bauished from His presence, and the earth 
which He had cursed for their sake ; and though deep 
and angry rolled the mighty waters beneath that frail 
vessel, heaven and earth should pass away before those 
precious ones could perish through whom these pur- 
poses and promises were to be fulfilled. Upward and 
upward rose the waters, and upward and upward was 
borne the ark, as though the more formidable grew 
the deadly evil with which the earth was visited, the 
nearer did a loving Father draw the objects of His love 
and His solicitude to His paternal bosom for shelter 
and for safety. Thus, in seasons of common disaster, 
when the hearts of the ungodly are overwhelmed with 
sorrow and consternation, those who have made the 
Lord their trust are drawn more closely to Him, and 
enjoy their sweetest seasons of prayer and praise, 
brought nearer than ever to the source of all good on 
the bosom, as it were, of those afflictive dispensations 
beneath which others sink and are \oal ioi ^N^t. 
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The vast difference between the fate of Noah, riding 
triumphantly above the swelling flood, and that of his 
fellow-men submerged beneath it, exemplified tellingly 
the law of direct consequences by which we shall find 
God rules in the affairs of men. Noah set his affec- 
tions on things above — his eyes were ever to the Lord, 
and his citizenship was in heaven. Hence, though on 
the earth, he was not of the earth — it was not there 
he rested his hopes, or from thence derived his con- 
solations, for he knew that from them God had been 
driven — and there a usurper ruled. Now, therefore, 
in his season of necessity, his supplies are not from 
below, but from above. The billows of earthly afilic- 
tion cannot overwhelm him, for he never trusted him- 
self to the smooth but treacherous waters of carnal 
prosperity, but made the Lord his trust, and now ** in 
the time of trouble He hides him in His pavihon : in 
the secret of His tabernacle He hides him, and shall 
set him upon a rock," Ps. xxvii. 5. On the other 
hand, his fellow-men, among whom five hundred years 
of his life were spent, had, like the beasts that perish, 
turned their eyes down to the earth, in obedience to 
the law of their fallen instinct, for those helps and 
enjoyments which, in their circumstances, they re- 
quired. Dust they were, and with the dust alone they 
claimed kindred — spirit, too, indeed they were, but 
the spirit was dead because of sin, the body alone was 
alive because of its carnal propensities, and they never 
dreamt that " man shall not live by bread only, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
the Lord," Deut. viii. 3. Consequently, they never 
looked upward for provision or guidance — it was not 
their wont, and in the day of peril they knew not how 
to resort to it. Doubtless when the long-threatened 
judgment actually arrived, they tried various expe- 
dients for evading or averting it, but those were all 
earthly in their character and could not succeed, be- 
cause *'the waters prevailed exceedingly upon the 
earth." In the high hills, as an obvious resource, 
they would put their confidence, but "all the high 
hjlla that were under the whole heaven were covered," 
ch. vli, 19. The fact was, lW\t \do\,^c>t v^VyOsv vVva-^ 
had forsaken the Lord, faWed V\iem vcv >[)oa Vqxw ^\ 
their Decesaity, as all idols w\\\ do. "IIV^ ^^x\Jq.\»^ 
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become God's rival in the hearts of his creatures, and 
He who declares that ** the idols he shall utterly 
abolish/' Isa. ii. 18, emptied it of all ability to help 
its worshippers, when they clung convulsively to it, 
and embraced its doom. 

When the waters had done their work upon the 
guilty nations that had provoked them, *' God remem- 
bered Noah andevery living thing with him,"ch. viii. 1, 
as it is written, ** The face ol the Lord is against them 
that do evil, to cut oft* the remembrance of them from 
the earth," Ps. xxxiv. 16, but to His people He says, 
** O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me," Is. 
xliv. 21. No, they shall be remembered with the 
penitent companion of the Redeemer's suff'eriugs when 
He ** comes in His kingdom," Lu. xxiii. 42, and ac- 
complishes that glorious resurrection deliverance for 
them, of which Noah's preservation was at once a token 
and pledge. In this view of the second progenitor's 
rescue from the general deluge, how apily does his 
name accommcdate itself to the reflexions which his 
safety suggests. Is there not '* comlort" in the thought 
that when we are tossed about upon the billows of 
affliction, yea, even when all the waters of sickness, 
sorrow, pain, and death have gone over us, and we *'go 
down into silence," Ps. cxv. 17, and our very name 
has perished — then our Saviour God remembers us — 
our names are engraven on His breastplate, and our 
lives *'are hid with Him in God .>" Col. iii. 3. And are 
we not invited now to ** rest" in the love which a 
compassionate Father exemplified in ihe case of His 
chosen servant, when he turned, as it were, from the 
remembrance of His own wrongs, and of the earth. 
His almighty handiwork, destroyed for man's sin, to 
the remembrance of the little flock so miraculously 
preserved for the snke of one man upon whom He had 
set his Fatherly afi^ection ? Shut up in the ark with 
Jesus, our Noah, it shall be our everlasting comfort, 
and a rest to our souls to remember the days of our 
pilgrimage when, **ifHe had not been on our side, 
the waters of ungodliness had overwhelmed us, the 
stream had gone over our soul : then the proud waters 
had gone over our soul," Ps. cxxiv. 2, 4, 5. 

Within the ark resting on A^taval v;e \iQ\vc\^ ^^^ 
and his family waiting upon God. M\ \^ <i<i^\iQ^ ^^^ 
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desolation below and around them, but witbia tbej 
have peace, for God is there ; but the ark is only a 
shadow of good things to come, and they have no 
abiding place therein. The human family is to run a 
new career, and they must go forth to fulfil their 
allotted destinies towards the accomplishment of 
Jehovah's plans, of which earth is yet ta be the plat- 
form. It is now to be seen how far the baptism of 
water has purged man and his world of their '* old sins." 
How many corruptions the mighty waters of the de- 
luge have washed away from the human heart, and 
what lessons of practical wisdom have been gathered 
from the field of reflection so long occupied in the 
space lying midway between the judgments of a perish- 
ing earth below, and the mercies of a smiling heaven 
above. The first steps which Noah takes towards 
resuming his place in the earth are portentous of dis- 
appointment in any expectations of a new creation 
which may have been indulged. A raven is sent forth 
from the ark as it were to explore and report whether 
the waters have subsided, but he returns not thither, 
although the earth yet yields no resting-place, but he 
prefers going to and fro until the waters are dried up, 
ta returning to the shelter of the ark. He finds, per- 
haps, the carcases of men and beasts floating here and 
there, and he is too well pleased with the loathsome 
repasts which the dead thus afford him to relish again 
the society of the living. With the living he had only 
associated by constraint — among the dead he lingers 
with satisfaction. 

Having waited in vain for the return of the raven ^ 

Noah now sends forth a dove, *' but the dove found 

no rest for the sole of her foot, and she returned unto 

him into the ark." There is more rest for the raven 

without the ark than within it, but except in the ark 

there is no rest for the dove. She flies precipitantly 

from the sight of agitated waters, and the floating 

ruins of a world yet under judgment, and when she 

presents herself, wearied and affrighted, at the window 

from which she had been sent forth, a friendly hand 

is put forth to draw her into *' the desired haven.'* 

After an interval of seven days, the dove is dismissed 

a^ain by Noah on her errand o^ ^xvo^vq, wi^ ^^ 

^came unto him in theevemug; aud\o,*\\iVftT\ii^^Qa&^ 
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was an olive leaf plucked off : so Noah knew that the 
waters were abated from off the earth," ch. viii. 1 1. 

Was the new head of the human family to under- 
stand by these significant incidents that the time was 
not yet come when '* they should not hurt nor destroy 
in all God*s holy mountain?" Is. xi. 9 — when the 
knowledge of Jehovah should be as widely diffused 
over the earth as were the waters of that deluge which 
was now subsiding, so that wherever Satan turned 
his evil eye, he should find nothing to feed his malig. 
nant hopes upon, and wherever the Son of God pur- 
sued His path of mercy and love, every eye would 
kindle with gratitude, and every heart throb with 
affection and joy ? Alas ! the raven croak of desola- 
tion and death was yet to be heard, because the enemy 
of man was not yet conquered — the fall of man was 
not yet avenged — and the heart of man was not yet 
regenerated. The waters of life should still bear on 
their bosom the victims of death and the curse — the 
ruins of a disordered and a sin- wrecked world — the 
scattered relics of what once was good and beautiful — 
abundant to gratify the foul tastes of the wicked one 
and his children, and to detain them on the wing of 
malignant hope, amidst the fairest scenes of earth. 
On the other hand, the Prince of Peace, less fortunate 
than the beasts and the birds, would find, even in the 
deluge- washed earth, no place to lay his head. Though 
He should leave His Father's bosom to wander forth 
on an errand of merciful enquiry into the sorrows and 
sufferings of mankind, he should find no rest for the 
sole of his foot in a world overflowed with a dark tide 
of carnality, and among a generation of men *'drowned 
in destruction and perdition," 1 Tim. vi. 9. Hither 
and thither would He fly on His embassage of love, 
and in every heart would He seek some green spot of 
welcome ; but, alas ! desolate would still be His path 
and weary His wing, and often should His eye and 
His heart turn longingly to that heavenly house which 
He had left, for shelter and repose from '* the waves 
and the billows that continually went over Him," Ps. 
xlii. 7. Yet was it decreed that He should persevere 
in His mission of love until His efforts were crowcvod 
with success, and that from the de^\.\\% o^ \Xv^ ^^^'M^^ 
iomb be brought forth the eiubkiaa ol \\cX'^x^ w^* 
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death, and ascending up on high deposited on the 
mercy seat the olive branch of peace, bedewed with 
His own blood, putting forth the leaves of spiritual 
health, and the blossoms of hope and salvation to the 
reconciled family of God. Then, and then only, can 
it be felt that the curse is rolled away, and the hour 
of the new birth has struck — then only shall the raven 
cry of sin and sorrow be hushed, and the voice of our 
Dove calling to His mate the Church shall be heard to 
say, *' Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come 
away ; for, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and 
gone, the flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 
singing of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land. The fig tree putteth forth her 
green figs, and the vine with the tender grape give a 
good smell ; arise, my love, my fair one, and come 
away." To which she shall reply, '* O my dove, thou 
art in the clefts of the rocks, in the secret places of 
the stairs, let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy 
voice ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy countenance is 
comely," Cant. ii. 10 — 14. 

It is added by the inspired narrator of the incidents 
immediately preceding the earth's re-occupation by 
man, '' and he stayed yet other seven days^ and sent 
forth the dove, which returned not again to him any 
more." From her previous return with the olive leal^ 
" Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the 
earth " — that the flood of wrath was dried up ; and 
this surely symbolised the fact that the entrance of 
Jesus into Heaven, after His triumph over death, 
having " led captivity captive and received gifts for 
men," Ps. Ixviii. 18, was a signal that the all-devouring 
tide of death was assuaged, and that '* there was now 
no condemnation to them that were in Christ Jesus," 
Rom. viii. I. The dove's going forth again from the 
ark, never to return, cannot, therefore, be without its 
significance, and what other great fact can it fore- 
shadow than the glorious one of the everlasting Bride« 
groom's return to earth after the interval of time which 
is now elapsing, to take possession of that throne which 
has been assigned to Him from the foundation of the 
world, and regarding which the Father has assured 
Him, **Thy throne, O God, is iox e\eT bxv^ ^n^xY^ 
Ps. xlv. 6. 0£ that no power o£ eaxtVv ox Yie^X^^ ^^«t 
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dispossess Him, for His '* dominion is an everlasting 
dominion which shall not pass away, and His kingdom 
that which shall not be destroyed," Dan. vii. 14, No 
more conflict — no more curse shall scare Him away ; 
for **in His days shall the righteous flourish, and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth,*' 
Ps. Ixxii. 7. 

No sooner had Noah and his family set their feet 
on the restored earth than it became manifest, and it 
is recorded for our instruction, that the mighty waters, 
which had swept away countless sinners, had not 
cleansed from the human heart one stain of sin. The 
earth had, as it were, been swept clean with the besom 
of destruction, but man was still the same. This fact 
is soon announced, and in various forms of speech. 

1. Noah himself, constrained by an impulse from 
above, proclaims it immediately on his going forth of 
the ark : he builds an altar, and offers burnt-offerings 
thereon, — *' burnt-offerings," which we are afterwards 
informed were to be presented with confession of sin, 
to be accepted as an atonement for him who offered 
them. Lev. i. 4. 

2. Jehovah now reiterates His assertion of the 
wickedness of man*s heart, and alleges it as a reason 
why He '* will not again curse the ground any more 
for man's sake, nor again smite any more every thing 
living as He had done," ver. 21, which conveys the 
same meaning as His subsequent expostulation with 
the people of Israel, '* Why should ye be stricken any 
more ? Ye will revolt more and more : the whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faint," Is. i. 5, that is, 
80 radical and incorrigible is the sinfulness of man that 
correctives^ are utterly vain. To be cured of so 
deeply seated a disorder man must be created anew. 

3. The continued influence of Satan, who *'was a 
murderer from the beginning," John viii. 44, over the 
human race is but too plainly implied in the first social 
law imposed on mankind after the deluge, *' Whoso 
sheddethman^s blood, by man shall his blood be shed," 
eh. ix. 6. Had the "corruption" and "violence" 
which provoked the deluge been removed or even 
mitigated by the severe remedy employed^ that law 
need not have been enacted, butb^ \.\v^ \«l7I xxi^'a\va.\ 

knowledge of the oflfence which was \\VLe\^ \.o «\>Q.\ixv^^ 
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and we are infonned that the reiga of the destroyer 
had by no means come to an end. 

4. Again, the grievous act of drunkenness which 
Noah, ** the just man and perfect in his generations," 
see Eccl. vii. 20, allowed himself to be betrayed iuto, 
with all its fatal consequences, at least to one of his 
sons and his posterity, sufficiently apprises us that 
earth, though washed with oceans of water, was not 
yet restored to its Eden state, when '^ nothing shall 
enter into it that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh 
abomination," Eev. xxi. 27, but when a holy people 
shall drink their wine without offence, and without 
disturbance '^ in the courts of the Lord's holiness/' Is. 
Ixii. 9. 

5. But, lastly, God establishes His covenant with 
Noah, his sons, and their posterity — a covenant mani- 
festly of grace, for it is made in connexion with a sacri- 
fice for sin, and also after man's continued corruptioQ 
of heart had been assigned as a reason why the ground 
was not to be cursed, or living things to be smitten by a 
general judgment any more. We observe, therefore, 
of this covenant that — 

( 1 .) It had respect to the great atonement of the Lord 
Jesus Christ for man and his world, seeing that it was 
instituted after, or in consequence of, the Lord smelling 
a sweet savour, or a savour of rest (margin) from the 
burnt-offering of Noah, which, like aU the sacrifices 
of living victims commanded of God, -was typical of 
Him who "offered himselfwithoutspotto God," Heb» 
ix. 14, to take away our sins and to reconcile us to 
the Father, whom we had offended. 

(2.) It ensured the exemption of the earth from 
another deluge or any other general judgment, and the 
regular rotation of times and seasons, with all their 
providential blessings, as long as the Creator pleased 
to prolong the earth's existence, so that it is manifestly 
owing to this covenant of grace in the Lord Jesus 
Christ that " seed-time and harvest, and cold and heat, 
and summer and winter, and day and night do not 
cease," v. 22. 

(3.) The blessing of fruitfulness bestowed on Adam 
and his posterity, is re-conferred on Noah and his 
sohs. From them, especially, were to proceed thai 
people who were to be ^' all righteousy who dhould 
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inherit the land for ever, the branch of the Lord'a: 
planting, the work of His hands, that Pie may be glo- 
rified," Is. Ix, 21, ** they are the seed which the Lord 
hath blessed," Is. Ixi. 9, and for their sakes is the 
existence of the earth prolonged. 

(4.) To man's keeping are all things, animate and 
inanimate, in the earth, again committed. The fear and 
dread of man was to be upon all inferior animals, and 
he is now permitted to *' slay and eat," them as freely 
as he ate ** the green herb," before the deluge, when, 
perhaps, the use of animal food had not been allowed. 
The employment of the words **fear" and "dread " 
marks a change in the relation of the inferior animals 
to man since the creation. In Eden it is likely that 
the headship of man was instinctively acknowledged 
by all the living things around him, and that a sort of 
oordial understanding existed between him and them : 
he delighting in those offices of kindness which they 
probably looked for at his hand, and they submitting 
themselves to his control with gentle and happy re- 
cognition of his sovereign sway* Now the link of re- 
ciprocal attachment appears to be broken, and man is 
to sustain his superiority only by fear and dread — too 
fatal emblem of the general disruption which sin had 
occasioned between all orders and ranks of beings, 
from the Creator down to the lowest representative of 
animal creation ! How beautifully is the new creation 
represented as restoring the gentleness and docility 
that once belonged to the most ferocious of the brute 
tribes around us — *'The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid, and 
the calf and the young lion, and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and 
the bear shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down 
together : and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand on the 
cockatrice' den," Is. xi. 6 — 8. That this was not in- 
cluded in the covenant made with Noah was an abun- 
dant proof that the fall and its effects were still in full 
operation. 

(5.) The human race was for ever relieved from the 
fear of another deluge. It is declared that " all flesh 
ahall not be cut off any more by the waters of a flood.'' 
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The baptism by water alone having once been tried, 
as it would appear, without effect, it should not be 
repeated, but must, in '* the times and seasons which, 
the Father hath put in His own power," Acts i. 7, be; 
succeeded by a much more efficient baptism, even 
that by fire, unto which the earth is now reserved, 
meanwhile, we are ever reminded in our baptismal 
ordinance, of the inefficacy of outward washing with 
water to remove the filthiness of our moral nature, 
and of the need we have that the sign should be ac- 
companied by the thing signified — the purifying of 
our hearts bj the Holy Spirit, as gold and silver are 
purified seven times in the fire, Ps. xii. 6. 

Not only is a covenant of grace made with Noah 
and his sons, but it is confirmed to them by a token 
or seal. God said, *'This is the token of the co- 
venant which I make between me and you, and every 
living creature that is with you for perpetual genera, 
tions : I do set my bow in the cloud and it shall be for 
a token of a covenant between me and the earth,^' &c. 
With regard to this remarkable exercise of conde- 
scending love we have to remark — 

1. That we are not obliged to believe that the rain- 
bow was now, for the first time, produced. Its ap- 
pearance is owing to natural causes which were always 
in operation, and therefore, we may be almost certain 
that it was not now seen by Noah and his sons for the 
first time. When, therefore, God says, '* I do set my 
bow in the cloud," we need not understand Him as 
asserting that He placed it there at that moment, or 
caused it to appear for the special purpose to which it 
was now consecrated, although there can be no doubt 
that this, as well as all the works and operations of 
nature, were designed as emblems and illustrations of 
the " eternal purpose which the omniscient Creator 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord," Eph. iii. 11, but 
that He is to be understood merely as declaring that 
He appointed, or constituted this remarkable and in- 
teresting object as the significant sign and assurance 
to His intelligent creatures of their exemption, by graice 
especial, to the end of time, from such a judgment as 
had just been visited upon the earth, however much, 
by their provocaitxons against iVve ^o\ete\^rL^\jX^\ q.^\.\\a 
universe they might seem to deaetve *\t^ \t^?iAG\A.c>\x. 

172 



THE BOW IN THE CLOUD. 

2. That as the phenomenon which we call the rain- 
bow is occasioned by the rays of light falling upon 
drops of rain, it was the best memorial of the deluge 
that could have been selected, for the rain must be 
descending somewhere when the bow appears, and 
thus we are reminded of three important facts : — 1. The 
sin of the old world owing to the alienation of man's 
heart from God, and the triumph of Satan in the utter 
vitiation of the human race. 2. The necessity to 
which a holy and gracious God was reduced of depo- 
pulating the earth of its inhabitants — of washing it 
clean of them as of a monster pestilence which could 
not be got rid of but by submerging it again for a cer- 
tain time in the waters from which it had been ori- 
ginally rescued — in which act we contemplate God's 
hatred of sin, and his readiness and ability to take 
vengeance on the guilty, for which He has exhaustless 
resources at His disposal. 3. The mercy and forbear- 
ance of a compassionate Creator to us who are not a 
whit better than our antediluvian fathers, with far 
greater privileges and advantages than they had, in 
sparing us from the dread infliction visited on them, 
and continuing in spite of our ungodliness, ingratitude, 
selfishness, violence, and abuse of His gifts of grace 
and providence, to ** give iis rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons, filling our hearts with food and glad- 
ness," Acts xiv. 17. 

3. God said, **I do set my bow in the cloud," and 
in a cloud it must always appear, and the darker and 
denser the cloud, the brighter the bow. The cloud can 
easily be understood to represent both the wrath of God 
against sin, and the consequences of it in the hidings 
of His fatherly countenance from those who have for- 
feited His favour. When therefore we, as partakers 
of this particular covenant, contemplate the gathering 
of dense vapours in the atmosphere, and the conse- 
quent withdrawal of the sun's rays, we should be re- 
minded that we and our world have forfeited those 
smiles of approving love which once irradiated the 
face of our heavenly Father when He saw His own 
image reflected in our hearts and rejoiced in the work 
of His hands. Clouds gather over the paternal btaw 
because we have betrayed the con^detve^ >«\i\Oa '^^ 
reposed ia us as His children, and vie i^^^^^ ^vcsx 
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as constrained to appeal to every object of creative 
wisdom and benevolence against iis» '* Hear, O hea- 
vens^ and give ear, O earth, I have nourished and 
brought up children, and they have rebelled against 
me," Is. i. 2, and we should not be surprised when 
nature sympathizes with her almighty Author, and 
'* the heavens are clothed with blackness " at the bid- 
ding of His sovereign wrath. Is. 1. 3. 

We are reminded, too, by the dark clouds that 
sometimes obscure our sky, that sin has hung a black 
impenetrable curtain between our eye and Him for 
whom our eye was created. Man can no longer behold 
his God — indeed, no member of the guilty family can 
now see His face and live, Ex. xxxiii. 20. Ever since 
the fall *' He has made darkness his secret place — His 
pavilion round about Him are dark waters and thick 
clouds of the skies," Ps. xviii. 11. Even when, on 
one extraordinary occasion. He was about to descend 
to the top of Sinai, He announced His intention to 
Moses thus, *'Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud," 
Ex. xix. 9, the necessary envelopment of the Holy 
One in the presence of His fallen creatures. O, my 
friends, what a reproach was this to us ! None but 
"the pure in heart shall see God," Mat. v. 8, but we 
are " unclean, unclean," Lev. xiii. 45. When a cloud 
veiled the heavens from the ancient mariners' sight, 
and neither sun nor stars appeared, "all hope that 
they should be saved was taken away," Acts xxvii. 20. 
And when the heaven of a gracious Father's counte- 
nance is withdrawn from our view, behind those mists 
of ignorance exhaled from the corruptions of our fallen 
nature, which gather, as it were, a dark pall of inter- 
vening darkness between us and God, when man can 
discover nothing of his Creator in the most illustrious 
monuments of His almighty skill above or around him, 
what hope can there be of such a restoration of hu- 
manity from its moral and spiritual debasement as 




know God, John xvii. 3 : can we, therefore, ever 
attam to life when the Divine object of our study has 
been driven by our unworthiness into such impene- 
trable obscurity that, conscious of the hopelessness of 
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the attempt to reach Him, Job asks, ** Canst thou bj 
searching find out God? Canst thou find out the 
Almighty unto perfection?" Job xi. 7. God be 
thanked that this, though impossible with man, is not 
impossible with God, for it is written, *' God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
Bhined in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ," 2 Cor. 
iv. 6. But of course it is only believers in Jesus, and 
therefore ** children ofthe day and of the light," IThes. 
V. 5, who can speak thus. To all others, Jehovah i» 
Btill **The unknown God," Acts xvii. 23. 

4. The bow in the cloud — the cloud is still to exist, 
and whenever brought over the earth is to be a token 
of wrath — the memorial of past judgment. But a co- 
venant bow is to span the cloud and to announce that 
•'mercy rejoiceth against judgment," Jas. ii. 13. A 
rainbow is peculiarly calculated for this office, for— 

(I.) It only appears in a cloud. It would not be 
necessary, and it would not exist, were our sky per- 
fectly clear, and were there no dark and dense vapoura 
threatening rain, or already pouring out their waters 
upon the earth. Thus, if men had never provoked a 
righteous Creator's displeasure — if He had never grieved 
His Spirit and constrained Him to ^' take vengeance 
of his inventions," Ps. xcix. 8, no provision of mercy 
and deliverance need have been devised. Jesus hag 
appeared in our world to " put away sin," Heb. ix. 26, 
His name. His coming, His lowly condition. His suf- 
ferings, His death, — all proclaim the universal pre- 
valence and the peril of sin. He who is the brightness 
of the Father's glory and the express image of His 
person," Heb. i. 3, appeared among us manifestly 
'' under a cloud," so much so that He was, while on 
earth, an object of general suspicion and contempt 
In vain He proclaimed Himself the Son of the Father, 
the light, the life, the hope, of the world. '' He had no 
form nor comeliness, and when men saw Him there 
was no beauty in Him that they should desire Him. 
Therefore was He despised and rejected of men ; they 
hid as it were their faces from Him — they esteemed 
Him smitten of God and afflicted," Is. liii. 2—4. They 
looked for a sun shining in undimmed splendour — they 
forgot Uie cloud which their ingratitude and rebelUo^ 
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had been for centuries gathering round the brow of 
the Eternal — the foul vapours so long exhaling from 
the corruptions of their own hearts — the dark mists of 
ignorance, idolatry, and pride in which they had enve- 
loped themselves, since they had become a people. 
No sun could shine through so murky an atmosphere, 
but there were thunderings and lightnings there, and 
they might have been called into fearful exercise 
against them had not covenant-mercy interposed. 
There were showers of Divine wrath ready to descend 
but the bow appeared in the cloud, and that bow was 
Jesus, who suffered the obscuration of His glory, not 
because He ceased to be the Son of God, but because 
He had become the Son of man, and although equal 
with God, had ** made Himself of no reputation, and 
taken upon Him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men that He might become obe- 
dient to death, even the death of the cross," Phil. ii. 
7, 8. Thus, as the bow implies the existence of a cloud, 
and the falling of rain, so does the meek and lowly 
Jesus proclaim man's sin and God's impending but 
arrested judgments. 

(2.) It indicates that the sun is shining upon the 
cloud. A rainbow is occasioned by the reflection and 
refraction of the sun's rays by drops of rain. Of 
course, then, these rays must come into contact with 
the rain, and such happens when the sun shines upon 
the cloud from which the rain is falling, and thus we 
learn that the cloud, however black and threatening 
in one quarter of the heavens, has been withdrawn 
from another, and is in course of passing away alto- 
gether. How strikingly illustrative is this of our 
interest in Christ. He "our Sun and shield," Ps. 
Ixxxiv. 11, ever lives to make intercession for, and to 
gave us when the clouds of righteous vengeance gather 
over our devoted heads, and threaten us with the ruin 
that we have deserved. When with trembling eye we 
look upward and can discern nothing but " blackness, 
and darkness, and tempest," Heb. xii. 18, our whole 
spiritual horizen apparently shrouded in one dark 
funereal pall — when already we hear the mutterings of 
heaven's artillery, and feel a% \£ God \\3id " prepared 
i5?r us the instruments of deatYi — ^OciaX.'ft.eWd.Vi^wx.'^x^ 
bow and made it ready," Pa. \u* Vl,\^>^V««w ^^o&^x. 
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involuntarily we exclaim, O wretched sinners that we 
are, who shall deliver us from this impending deluge 
of Almighty wrath ? then Jesus looks out from the 
cloud, and whispers, ** It is I, be not afraid," and 
scarcely daring so much as to lift up our eye to Him 
who speaks to us, we catch a glance of the sweet arch 
of hope that seem to gird the cloud and bind it up 
that it may not break forth upon us and we perish. 

A God of judgment we know sits upon the throne 
of the universe. He knows now, as well as in the 
days before the flood, what is due to his own holiness, 
" with Him " still *' is terrible majesty,*' Job xxxvii. 
22. He DOW declares^ as well as then, that He will 
** by no means clear the guilty," Ex. xxxiv. 7, but 
that ^' upon the wicked He shall rain snares, fire, and 
brimstone, and an horrible tempest : this shall be the 
portion of their cup, Ps. xi. 6. But one sits there too 
whose '* delights have ever been with the sons of men," 
Prov. viii. 31, and who can ** be touched with a feeling 
of our infirmities, for he was in all points tempted like 
as we are, yet without sin," Heb. iv. 15. ** He is our 
advocate with the Father, and the propitiation for our 
sins," I John ii. 1, 2, and as the Father is well pleased 
in Him and His office of love, there can be *' no con- 
demnation," and consequently no judgment " to them 
that are in Him," Kom. viii. 1, that is, to those who 
belong to that redeemed family of which he is the 
head. This great fact is symbolized both in the Old 
and New Testaments, by the vision of a throne with 
an occupant glorious to behold, whose head was en- 
circled by a rainbow. The prophet Ezekiel saw 
'* above the firmament the likeness of a throne, as the 
appearance of a sapphire stone, and upon the likeness 
of the throne was the likeness as the appearance of a 
man above upon it," and after some further descrip- 
tion he adds, ** as the appearance of the bow that is 
in the cloud in the day of rain, so was the appearance 
of the brightness round about," £zek. i. 26, 28. St. 
John, the beloved disciple, seems to have been fa- 
voured with the same vision : he says, *' I was in the 
Spirit, and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and 
one sat on the throne ; and he that sat was to IoqVl 
upon like a jasper and a sardine stone, at\A vV^x^^^'Sk^ 
rainbow round about the throne, iu %\g\\\.\vV.^ M\i\.o ^\^ 
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emerald/' Bev. iv. 2, 3. And on another occasion 
he saw a ''mighty angel come down from heaven, 
clothed with a cloud, and a rainhow was upon his 
head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet aa 
pillars of fire,** Eev. x. 1 . In the first two of these 
three descriptions we discover the same ideas repre- 
sented : humanity and deity — the appearance of a man 
occupying the place of God — ^sights and sounds of 
terror — EzekiePs *' appearance of fire,*' v. 27— John's 
'' lightnings, and thunderings, and voices," proceeding 
out of the throne, Eev iv. 5 ; and we may add in the 
third case, the angel '< clothed with a cloud ;*' and then 
in all the three cases we have the appearance of a rain- 
how round ahout the head of the God-man, relieving 
the eye and the heart of the beholder, and identifyinff 
the vision with the covenant made with Noah, and 
"confirmed of God in Christ,** the Mediator of the new 
covenant, which, after all, is only a republication of 
the covenant of grace made with Noah, Abraham, &c. 
Thus, our Jesus is the sun of righteousness, ever 
shining on the dark cloud of incurred and threatened 
wrath, converting the very elements of judgment into 
objects of admiration and delight, by revealing 6od*s 
hatred of sin, not in the destruction of the sinner, but 
in the fearful penalty paid for the joy of rescuing him 
from the power and punishment of his sin. Let me 
add, that, as the rainbow announces that the rain is 
well nigh ** over and gone,'* so Jesus, sitting at God*8 
right hand, is a token that His enemies will soon be 
made His footstool, Ps. ex. 1, and then He will come 
to roll away the curse from a long groaning world, and 
bring in that eternal day, when not a cloud of sin or 
sorrow shall intervene between the smiling counte- 
nance of a loving Father, and the pure and happy 
hearts of His adoring children: 

(3.) The bow presents to the eye a combination of 
various colours, sweetly and harmoniously blending 
into one. It is thus an emblem, not only of peace 
between the Creator and the creature, but of peace 
between man and man. Variety of thought and senti- 
ment among the unconverted produces strifes and dis- 
ruptiona in society, because sel^shtvesa and intolerance 
will not recognize the dVvemty n<i>qa<i\l ^^^^ ^^t ^^m^ 
own wise purposes, has wVlled a)iovAd ^tesii^ *\\x «^«ri 
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department of creative skill. Instead of adoring the 
ezhaustless resources of the Divine mind, thereby 
exemplified, man, who would be wiser than his Maker, 
expresses his desire that a tame and monotonous uni- 
formity should prevail at least in the world of mind, 
but then each man would only be satisfied if his own 
mind was made the standard to which all others should 
be adapted. This is the presumption of self-idolatry, 
and is the true source of the *' hatred, variance, emula- 
tions, wrath, strife, heresies, envyings," &c., Gal. v. 20, 
21, that abound not only in the world, but in the pro- 
fessing Church of Christ. The economy of the gospel 
demands no such uniformity — it provides for *' diversi- 
ties of gifts, but the same spirit— differences of admi- 
nistrations, but the same Lord — diversities of opera- 
tions, but the same God which worketh all in all," 
1 Cor. xii. 4 — 6. It interferes neither with men's 
physical nor mental peculiarities, but finds a way to 
enlist all into its own ranks, dividing places and per- 
formances to each ** severally as it will." The bow is 
the body of Christ, and the prismatic colours of which 
it is composed are the "members in particular." The 
power of the bow is in the great truth which it sym- 
Dolizes, but its beauty is in the harmony which it» 
component parts exhibit. Were there but one colour 
in the bow, the truth as it is in Jesus would still be 
there, but then how should the fact of discipleship 
on the part of believers be exemplified if there was 
nothing also to express the love which they have one 
to another.^ John xiii. 35. Mark, my friends, that it 
is not the blending simply of rays of light, but of 
rays variously affected by the medium through which 
they pass. It is easy for kindred minds to harmonize, 
as it is for kindred hearts to love one another. Mat. 
V. 46, but when minds equally illuminated, but differ- 
ently impressed, are drawn together by the constrain- 
ing power of oneness in Jesus, grace is seen to 
triumph over nature, and the Spirit's infiuence is mag- 
nified in the sight of men. Let us remember, as a 
familiar example of this fact, that the most carnal 
members of a particular denomination of Christians 
will acknowledge the bond of membetaVdi^^ c^w %^^- 
tariaa grounds, to as full an extent a"& a ttx^a \i^\^'^«t. 
in Jesua wiU, on the higher grouud. oi '\\^ti\;\\.i ^v^ 
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Him ; but in the latter case the believer is bound to 
go beyond his own community for objects of fellow- 
ship who present as strong claims to him on his prin- 
ciples as any included within his own pale, but thither 
the mere churchman cannot follow him, for his object 
is not unity but uniformity, and that only on his own 
terms. Let the most devoted servant of Jesus ex- 
change from the community of which he is now a 
member to another equally orthodox in creed, but 
differing in ecclesiastical constitution, and thiiher not 
the love but the hatred of his professing brother will 
most probably follow him, provincr that he saw and 
valued in him formerly, not the image of Christ which 
remains, but the image of his own church prejudices, 
which has vanished away, and he can no longer re- 
cognise him as a brother, because '* he followeth not 
with him," Lu. ix 49. Are the true disciples of Him 
who has broken down the middle wall of partition 
between party and party, Eph. ii. 14, quite clear in 
this matter ? 

(4.) We may add that the bow appears without a 
dart and with its convex side against the heavens, as 
if it had shot its arrow not downward against the 
earth and its inhabitants, but upward against Him 
that sits upon the throne ; and that having wounded 
and slain Him its work was accomplished for ever, 
and it now appears suspended between the two worlds 
only as the trophy of a conflict now over, and a vic- 
tory won for eternity. The spotless bosom of the 
Son of God received the missile aimed by stern 
justice against us, and having willingly submitted to 
the blow, that bosom has become for ever the refuge 
of every self-convicted transgressor of God's law, 
who, washed in the blood which has issued from it, 
is no more exposed to wrath, or disturbed by appre- 
hension, for ** by one offering Jesus hath perfected for 
ever them that are sanctified," Hcb. x. 14, 

Lastly. We rejoice to reflect that the bow is looked 

upon, not only by us, but by Him who appointed it, 

a pledge of the covenant between us. He says, ** I 

will look upon it that I may remember the everlasting 

covenant between God ai\d evei^ \\n\tv^ cte^.ture of 

all flesh that is upon the earth," v, \^. ^^ \^c^\i«^ 

DO such token to supply the de^eexa ol TCiBm^T^ ,\wX 
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for ourselves this is written, that in the darkest hour 
of spiritual fear and conflict we may have ** a strong 
consolation*' in the reflection that the bow is still in 
the cloud — that the eyes of our Ruler and Judge still 
rest upon it, and though in a little wrath, He hides 
His face from us for a moment, yet with everlasting 
kindness, will He have mercy upon us. " For this,*' 
says the Lord our Redeemer, *' ts as the waters of 
Noah unto me : for as I have sworn that the waters of 
Noah should no more go over the earth, so have I 
sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee ; for the mountains shall depart and the hills be 
removed, but my kindness shall not depart from thee, 
neither shall the covenant of my peace be removed," 
Is. liv. 8 — 10. This language is primarily addressed 
to the children of Jacob, with whom the covenant of 
grace is renewed, but is more especially addressed to 
all the children of God in Christ Jesus, whether Jew 
or Gentile, who are "Abraham's seed, and heirs ac- 
cording to the promise," Gal. iii. 29. The same God 
who made a promise of the earth's continued exemp- 
tion from the waters of a deluge, has entered into a 
most solemn engagement to deliver His people from 
everlasting wrath. As a father indeed chastises his 
children whom he loves, so the Father of spirits will 
visit our backsHdings from Him with the rod of afllic- 
tion, and with the hidings of His countenance ; but 
while justly incensed with us, He *' looks upon the 
face of his anointed," Ps. Ixxxiv. 9, whom he has set 
at His own right hand, that he might remember His 
covenant with His chosen ones, and ** correct them, 
but with judgment, not in His anger, lest He bring 
them to nothing," Jer. x. 24 ; and as He contem- 
plates Him '* in the midst of the throne " under the 
appearance of a Lamb, as it had been slain," Rev. v. 
6, whatever clouds of wrath are gathering around 
that seat of judgment, *' He remembers His holy 
promise and Abraham his servant," Ps. cv. 42, and 
instantly the darkness is dispelled, and the Jehovah 
becomes again the light and the salvation of His 
people, Ps. xxvii. 1 . 

Although the waters of Noah shall no more g;ci q^^x. 
the earth, it ia determined in the cowwc^^'^ cA >^<^ 
eternal that " the mountains sVia\\de^^\\.^^tA\!cv^\x^^ 
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be removed." The whole present constitution of this 
earth shall be dissolved, 2 Peter iii. 11, to make waj 
for the "new heavens and the new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness,*' v. 13, and to provide a new 
Eden state for the second Adam and his spiritual 
posterity. Of these great facts, or of the time hasten- 
ing on to their accomplishment, the people of the 
** heavens and the earth which are now " take no ac- 
count, and shall take none as long as "all things con- 
tinue as they were from the beginning of the creation," 
v. 4. They will continue ** eating and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage," Mat. xxiv. 38, until 
** the day when the Son of Man is revealed ;" but it 
behoves those who have come to Jesus on the waters 
of spiritual baptism, see 1 Peter iii. 21, to enquire 
anxiously "what manner of persons they ought to be 
in all holy conversation and godliness, looking for and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the 
elements shall melt with fervent heat," 2 Pet. iii. 1 1, 12. 
My friends, ye " yourselves know that the day of the 
Lord so Cometh as a thief in the night," 1 Thes. v. 1 , 
and if we are to be guided in our calculations by the 
signs of the times, surely we cannot believe that the 
end of all things is far off. We have urgent need, there- 
fore, to determine in what frame of mind and heart we 
should desire the Bridegroom to find us at his coming, 
and through the grace of our God, faithfully to culti- 
vate that. In the day of his return, as in the day of 
the flood, there will be only two parties : those who are 
in the ark, and those who are in the world, which, 
with all that it contains, is devoted to destruction. 
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NOAH. 

DBUNKENNESS. 



*' And Noah began to he an htishandman, and he planted 
a vineyard : and he drank of the wine, and was 
drwnken : and he was uncovered within his tent "-« 
Gen. ix. 20, 21. 

OuB first impulse, perhaps, upon reading this dis- 
graceful account of Noah's conduct, is to exclaim. Is 
this the man who found grace in the eyes of the Lord ? 
who is described as a *' just man and perfect in his 
generations, and who walked with God ?" Gen. vi. 8, 
9. Header, this is the same man, betrayed into 
grievous sin against that gracious Being who had 
rescued him and his family from the tremendous 
judgment which engulfed a whole world beside. Then 
after all, you will be disposed to say, he did not deserve 
to be saved — he was unworthy of the Divine benevo- 
lence which he so richly enjoyed. Truly, my friends, 
he was unworthy — utterly unworthy of the love which 
had been employed in his preservation, and lest you 
and I should suppose the contrary, this chosen object 
of Almighty favour is allowed to fall, and we are in- 
vited to contemplate the materials out of which the 
children of God are made, lest we should ascribe to 
them and not to their Creator the glory of their salva- 
tion from sin, and exemption from the wrath to come. 
It was Jehovah who had made Noah to differ from 
those who perished in the day of His righteous visita- 
tion. *' By the grace of God he was what he was, 
and the grace which was bestowed upon him was not 
in vain," 1 Cor. xv. 10; for we Ifeatu lVv^\.\i^\?iXiWix^^ 
abuodantJjr to commend the \ov\ng-VA\i^\ift^^ ^"^^ 
long^Buffenog mercy of the Lord to XYi^ wiVa^^xj^'^^^ 
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world, and to induce them to repent and turn to Him. 
He was a preacher of righteousness to that genera- 
tion ; but now he is left alone, and what an exnibition 
have we in him of human imperfection and infirmity ! 
But the Father, who loved and chose him for Himself. 
was as well aware that he was subject to sin when Ht 
shut him up in the ark as we are now. In His sight 
he was never more perfect than on the day that wit- 
nessed his shame and humiliation. To that he was 
always subject ; but he appears to have been hitherto 
divinely upheld. Perhaps he sinned so grossly but 
once, that the constraining grace of Jehovah might be 
magnified in him — he sinned that once, that the ne- 
cessity for such constraining grace at all times might 
appear. If Noah sinned grievously and yet found 
pardon and acceptance, we maybe sure of a provision 
of mercy, by which God can be just, yet the justifier 
of the guilty. If Noah, though a just man and per- 
fect, was permitted to fall into hemous wickedness, 
the most mature Christians amongst us have reason to 
tremble lest in one short hour of spiritual pride or 
fbrgetfulness, we make shipwreck of the faith which it 
has taken many years of humiliation and watchfulness 
to build up. 

But this disgraceful act of carnality and crime on 
the part of one so loved and favoured, is to be viewed 
under another aspect, that is — first, in reference to its 
origin ; and, secondly, in connexion with its effects 
upon the condition of the human race, of which Noah 
was now the second earthly head and progenitor. 

!• The origin of Drunkenness. Who can doubt that 

this God-defying, debasing, and destructive sin, owes 

its birth to the indefatigable and ingenious enmity of 

the old serpent ? He had already brought man very 

low in the scale of being ; but by unwearied diligence 

in hatred to God and man, he had discovered a still 

lower stage of moral depravity — a deeper pit of sin 

and humiliation for the monuments of Jehovah's 

creative skill, and the objects of his fatherly affection. 

He saw that, although he had succeeded in procuring 

man's exciusiou from paradise, «l \io^^ >n^* ^\\Vl held 

out to hita of returning tYv\tVieT,\>^ ^^ eTLstcSafe ^V 

repentance and faith in a com\T\%^^^^«a^^^ \ ^^>ms^ 
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leld out of future recovery, was well nigh neu- 
i by the wide-spread and growing corruption of 
iman family under his auspices after their ex- 
1, and the provocation thus given to a God of 
3S to destroy the earth with its inhabitants. One 
however, was found to resist, through God's 
the general moral pestilence that raged around 
nd he, because he was created for favour, found 

with God, and was saved, and his house-;- 
t that man the adversary could not but entertain 
ily grudge. Through his exercise of an en- 
led intelligence on the things around him, and 
things that accompany salvation," Heb. vi. 9, he 
}d "to refuse the evil and choose the good." 
ason, sanctified by the spirit of God, taught him 
lie general corruption and violence that cha- 
Lsed human society, and man's obstinate and 
ig resistance to the pleadings of God's Spirit, 
not but lead to the most disastrous consequences, 
; happiness could not possibly be found in setting 
and omnipotent Creator at defiance, oracling in 
latic opposition to the law of nature and the dic- 
•f conscience ; and acting upon convictions thus ar- 
it, he determined that whatever others around him 
as for him and his house, they would serve the 
" Jos. xxiv. 15. A decision so intelligent and 
ous proved to Satan, that to whatever extent he 

deprave man's heart, as long as he had the 
se of his judgment — that is, while his mind was 
ired, he possessed a faculty through which light 

enter to discover to him his sin and his misery, 
) conduct him back to the source of restoration 
lappiness ; — not that man's fallen reason can of 
originate any movement in the way of a return 
d ; but while actually unobliterated, although in a 
3ark and enfeebled state, it is in the way to be 

upon from above, and to become the medium 
lewed intercourse between the Creator and the 
ire. 

short, Satan regarded *' the reasonable soul" of 
is the great barrier that stood betwe^tv \\va\ ^w^ 
fsigas upon the world and agamst *\t% ^^N^.^x^ ^^^ 

his ingeauity to work for the dva^oNet^ ol ^ 
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weapon wherewith he could inflict upon it some 
deadly mischief, and which could be employed at all 
times, in every country, and among all ranks of men, 
to brutalise the rational creature, and defraud God of 
the intellect which He had so skilfully adapted to His 
own benign purposes. Alas ! my friends, I need not 
inform you that the weapon was found — that drunken- 
ness is that weapon, and that none could be con- 
ceived more peculiarly adapted to the work for 
which it was invented, or more remarkably charac- 
teristic of the foul fiend to whom it owes its birth. 
Before proceeding to speak of this new artifice of 
Satan for the frustration of Jehovah's work of human 
lecovery in Christ Jesus, let me observe, regarding 
his schemes of mischief in general — 

1. That Satan is no creator. He cannot call into 
being an atom or a thought. His work consists in 
perverting or distorting to his own malevolent pur- 
pose the objects of God's creation, when he can get 
them into his power. Thus, he did not produce the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil that it might 
seduce our first parents to sin ; but finding it in the 
garden of Eden, and knowing that it was serving 
some office to which the wisdom of the All-righteous 
had appointed ii, he marked it for himself, and deter- 
mined that it should serve him by doing the very 
opposite to that which God had ordained. Again, 
he could not originate a single instinct or affection in 
the minds or hearts of his human victims, but he 
found certain of them implanted there by the bene- 
volence as well as skill of the Divine Architect, and 
to these he appealed in such a manner as to induce 
an exercise of them immediately contrary to God's will 
and man's future welfare. For example : he knew 
that a being created in God's image was endowed 
with a sense of his superiority over the other crea- 
tures, and an ambition to maintain and improve 
that superiority, with a capacity for knowledge and a 
spirit of enquiry ever stimulating him to acquire it, 
and also that he had an eye to the beautiful, and a 
relish for whatever was agxeeaVA^ \.o \.\i^ i^^late^ — he 
saw that he had in these ervdovimewVa ^ \».N^\a^&\<^ 
^eJd for aotagoaism to the lE.tetti«Xmex^\'3 \ii hix^^^Cns^^ 
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them from their original use and giving them a new 
and a sinister impulse ; thus a legitimate desire for 
intellectual distinction would, when perverted, en. 
gender a spirit of competition with the Divine mind 
itself; a capacity for acquiring knowledge would de- 
generate into an inordinate and rebellious curiosity ; a 
love for the beautiful would assume the character of 
covetousness, and an allowable sense of physical gra- 
tification would be corrupted into sensuality, — and 
such, in fact, was the course pursued and the result 
obtained, the consequence of which was that naan's 
moral nature, being entirely distorted to suit the foul 
mind of his betrayer, all congeniality between him and 
his Creator was gone, and Satan, from that moment, 
had him as he made him. 

2. That Satan can inflict no injury upon man or his 
world without his concurrence and co-operation. 
Every man has from God a choice of two things : to 
walk with Him, or to walk contrary to Him. In the 
former case, God is ready to sustain, protect, and 
guide him ; in the latter He leaves him to himself, or 
rather to whatever influences he may encounter, with 
only a modified amount of providential care. The 
enemy of souls, therefore, can only accomplish his 
designs by separating his victims from their Divine 
Protector with their own consent, and thus making 
them his auxiliaries in his deadly designs against them 
— " Whosoever shall call,'* in the hour of weakness 
and danger, '* upon the name of the Lord shall be 
delivered,*' Joel ii. 32, see Ps. xl. 1, 2 ; but if any 
one prefers the pleasures of sin to the holy peace and 
safety to be found in walking with God, he will choose 
to be deluded and destroyed rather than to seek or 
accept deliverance from above. 

3. That the great adversary is foreseeing in his 
malignity, and wise in the selection of his dupes. He 
plans his operations with an eye to the most extensive 
and fatal results in every particular case, and, there- 
fore, the more distinguished the victim, and the more 
arduous the capture, the greater is the fiendish pleasure 
with which his fall is anticipated — not iot \ii^ \x\wt^ 

satisfaction of achieving a single victot-^^AaxxX. Vi^Ci^xiafc 
of the immenae advantages secured to XJcia cwsa^ ^"^ 
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ungodliDess by the defection of one well-knowa op. 
ponent and hindrance to its success. The incon- 
sistency of one David is accounted far more valuable 
than the rebellion of many Sauls ; and one denial of a 
Peter was the object of more earnest desire and 
strenuous exertion on the part of him who instigated 
it, Luke xxii. 31, than the life-long hjrpocrisy and 
villainy of a Judas. As there is more joy in heaven 
over one sinner that repents than over ninety and nine 
just ones, so is there more hellish exultation over the 
fall of one child of God than over the grossest de- 
pravities of a thousand contented sons of perdition. 

Noah lived three hundred and fifty years after the 
flood, and with the exception of his sacrifice imme- 
diately upon his exit from the ark, and God's cove- 
nant with him founded thereon, we have no transaction 
of his, or any in which he was interested, recorded 
but one, and that such as is truly humiliating for us to 
contemplate. Pursuing the occupation of a husband- 
man, he planted a vineyard, and as it appeared rea- 
sonable that ** he who planted a vineyard should eat 
of the fruit thereof," 1 Cor. ix. 7, he drank of the 
wine ; but he drank to excess and was drunken. This 
shameful incident in the life of so distinguished a 
patriarch is written for our instruction. We are not told 
that God was angry with him on account of it — we 
are not invited to witness any direct visitation of Al- 
^^g^ty judgment upon an act which we know is 
abhorrent to the eye of a holy God — but the conse- 
quences of this single departure from the conversation 
that became a saint, have been to this day so tremen- 
dous, that we cannot hesitate to ascribe to it a heinous- . 
ness only second to that which entailed the curse of 
God upon mankind, and placed a whole world at the 
disposal of Satan. 

Corn and wine have ever been included among the 
chief earthly blessings which a bountiful Creator has 
bestowed upon man. They are included in the pro- 
mises made to Jacob by his dying father, " God give 
thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the 
earth, and plenty of corn and N»m^^'' Ge\i. xxvii. 28. 
Again f God's blessing is ptoroA^ed \.o XJcvevxi ^%>r€^ ^^ 
to other gifts bestowed vipoti 3 acoV ^ d«s^c«^d^\i\&^ '-'-^'^k 
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will also bless the fruit of thy land, thy corn and thy 
wine and thine oil," Deut. vii. 13. And God is said 
to bring forth out of the earth the *' wine that maketh 
glad the heart of man," as well '* the oil that makes 
his face to shine, and the bread which strengthens man's 
heart," Ps. civ. 15. The temperate use of the one, 
therefore, was as freely allowed to Noah and his de- 
scendants as was the temperate use of the other ; but 
V excess of wine" is such an outrage upon providential 
mercy, that it has come to be ranked among '^ lasci- 
viousness, lusts, revellings, banquetings, and abomi- 
nable idolatries,*' 1 Pet. iv. 3, to all which it directly 
and obviously leads. 

When God endowed Noah with the use of all things, 
saying, '* Every moving thing that liveth shall be 
meat for you : even as the green herb have I given 
you all things," chao. ix. 3, He meant to, and did 
confer upon him a positive blessing — one calculated 
ever to represent the Giver as well as to benefit the 
receiver, and in the enjoyment of them it was in- 
tended that both the mind and body of God's chil- 
dren should be fed — that, for example, when they 
partook of wine that made them cheerful, or of bread 
that gave them strength, they should feel their hearts 
visited with a gladness in God's love, **more than in 
the time that their corn and wine increased," Ps. iv. 7, 
and a strength " in the Lord and in the power of His 
might," Eph. vi. 10, fitting them for labour and en- 
durance in His service ; thus would every meal be- 
come a sacrament of praise, and a communion of holy 
love between the Giver and receiver ; but should the 
partaker of these providential mercies desire to harden 
his heart against their Bestower, and pervert his bles- 
sings into a curse, thereby representing Him as the in- 
flictor by his gifts of misery instead of happiness, disease 
instead of health, and infirmity and incapacity instead 
of mental and corporeal vigour, he would have only to 
consult the arch-enemy of God and man, and he would 
teach him the arts of gluttony and drunkenness, and 
immediately all that was provided for his sustenance, 
comfort, and health, would be perverted to the use^ 
of pain, languor, and decay — ihat *\s, \i^ ^^\axv\^ v^- 
genaity, which, although incapable ot ^io^mc\w%^^1- 
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thing, delights in damaging everything — the best 
earthly illustrations of God s paternal care for His 
creatures would be distorted into engines of dishonour 
to His name, and of the most deadly mischief to His 
people. 

And who can look upon Noah as he lies covered 
with nothing but shame in his tent and not exclaim, 
'* an enemy hath done this!" His heavenly Father 
and Friend had created him, and preserved him by 
an extraordinary interposition of grace to this day. 
He had sown in his heart the good seed of the word, 
and by His Spirit had made him ** perfect and upright 
in his generations ;" and in the knowledge and hope 
of a coming Redeemer, he had been enabled to walk 
with God. God had, besides, established His cove- 
nant with him, and had committed the whole earth 
to his keeping, with the use of ^U that it contamed, 
** and if that had been too little, he would, more- 
over, have given unto him such and such things," 
2 Sam. xii. 8; and does this beastly exposure of 
himself to the ribald sneer and laughter of the god- 
less present any analogy with these gracious tokens 
of Divine beneficence } Have the rational soul which 
he received at his creation, and his present brutal 
senselessness proceeded from the same source ? Are 
his former righteousness and his present drunkenness 
to be referred to the one author? Did the same Holy 
Spirit make him upright . once, and now fallen and 
degraded ? or, is it He who in past times called him 
to be an object of respect and a preacher of righteous- 
ness to an apostate world, that has now made him an 
object of disgust and loathing to his own children, 
and the introducer to the post-diluvian world of a 
practice that has since ^^ drowned more souls in de- 
struction and perdition," 1 Tim. vi. 9, than all the 
men, women, and children submerged by the waters 
of the deluge from which he was delivered? Im- 
possible ! If the author of his former state was his 
Creator, the author of this must be his destroyer — if 
the one was a beneficient being, this must be a ma- 
Jignaat one ; and if the object, in iVie foTcaer case was 
peace, prosperity, preseTvaUoi\,X\ie o\3r\<it\.*Yei>^\%TasaX 
be di^rdery disaster, dealb \ ^\A «ac\i\& \3ci^ m^<i ^Ja,. 
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tinction between use and abuse — between the blessing 
which may be enjoyed in, and the curse which may 
be extracted from, any of the sources of gratification 
which earth supplies. 

But what makes the depravity of the patriarch still 
more melancholy is, that according to the second 
principle I have laid down in connexion with satanic 
agency, it is by his own act that he is reduced to 
his present degraded state — his own hand has dealt 
the fatal blow ; he has accepted and executed a com- 
mission from the evil one against himself. We may 
attempt to palliate the act of wickedness by ascribing 
it to his ignorance of the effects which the too alluring 
cup would have upon him ; but this seems quite inad- 
missable when we reflect, that Noah lived five hun- 
dred years among a race infamous for every species 
of corruption and violence, from which we can scarcely 
believe that excess of wine and other intoxicating 
drinks was excluded ; and moreover, we cannot but 
see that the Spirit who caused this transaction with all 
its fearful effects to be written for our instruction, in- 
tended to hold up the debasing practice of inebriety 
to the hatred and execration of all future generations, 
as the prolific source of human shame and misery and 
of Divine wrath, and we must not venture to remove 
from its foul features one single shade of hideousness, 
lest we furnish a plea to those already too prone to 
invent one, and thus become ''partakers of other 

^ men's sins,'* I Tim. v. 22, and deprive the Author of 
the Bible of that startling testimony which He has 
been pleased to hand down of the malevolence of 
Satan — the infirmity of man — the fearful effects of 
intemperance, and the power of His grace, which, 
abounding over sins, prevails to the fulfilment of every 
covenant promise. We are constrained, therefore, to 
believe that Noah "had wo, had sorrow, had conten- 
tions, had babbling, had wounds without cause, had 
redness of eyes," because he " tarried long at the 
wine" — because he voluntarily "went and sought 
mixed wine." We cannot, I fear, acquit him of 
*' looking " wistfully '* upon the wine when it was red, 
— when it gave its colour iathecu^^ — ^Vi^xiKxtCL^-^^^ 

itself aright/* and therefore Vt n?«a VJaaX. V^ v^w«A^ 
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what no indulger in the insidious glass has failed to 
find, that '* at the last it biteth like a serpent and 
stingeth like an adder," Prov. xxiii. 29 — 32. 

And what an achievement was this for the rebel 
angel who, we are led to believe, once himself intoxi- 
cated with pride and presumption, aspired to an eleva- 
tion above the estate to which the Holy One had 
raised him, and was cast out into regions of darkness 
— what a triumph for him to drag down from the 
starry light of companionship with God, and lofty 
agency among men, that individual for whom it would 
appear a world had been reserved from destruction, 
because he of all its intelligent inhabitants refused to 
transfer its sovereignty from Jehovah, its creator, to 
Satan, its desolater ! Without this victory over Noah 
all his past services among men would have appeared 
worthless in his eyes ; and what more signal vengeance 
could he take upon the creature whom five hundred 
years of temptation and opportunity could not corrupt, 
or upon the Creator who had marked him for the 
special object of His love and preserving care, than 
in making him the willing victim of so foul, so filthy, so 
debasing a sin, that even the worst among his own 
children beheld him with derision and contempt, and 
the best averted their eyes from the sickening spec- 
tacle which he presented ; and that above all, God has 
made that one sin to be the prolific source of the two 
most desolating plagues with which the earth has 
been cursed — drunkenness and slavery ; which still 
continue their fearful ravages in spite of all advance- 
ments in civilization, science, the arts, politics, general 
intelligence, and even Christianity, which offers to 
make men wise and to set them free, but to which 
millions of rational men prefer the maddening cup, 
and in contempt of which hundreds of thousands of 
our brethren in the flesh are annually crushed down 
to the grave by the iron heel of cruelty and oppres- 
sion. 

And Noah, the preacher of righteousness to a world 

of God-defying men, is the author of all this — the man 

whose name signifies "rest" and "comfort," and whose 

distinguished office it was lo %\von« Vvo^ \iCi\Jc^ q.^\v W 

secured — indeed, to typ\£y HVai vjVio va xJcv^ ^^s^wasx* 

:92 



less source of both ; but it is in this very fact, that he 
was set forth as a pattern of godly wisdom, and an 
index to point out where true peace is to be found, 
that we discover the secret of the tremendous and 
apparently disproportionate retribution upon the world 
with which it has been visited. As Aaam*s sin has 
cursed a whole race, because, among other reasons, 
Jehovah would write in characters of fire never to be 
effaced the sentence attached to disobedience, so 
Noah's sin assumed the heinous type it did in the 
eyes of a holy God, whether it was viewed through 
the position which he occupied as the new head of 
the human family, or through the office which he held 
as a preacher and pattern of righteousness, or lastly, 
in its own character as the grossest insult offered 
directly to the great Creator, by defacing His image 
and wrenching from his creation the brightest speci- 
men of Almighty skill — the rational soul of man, 
because he first perverted the covenant of grace, 
turning the liberty which God gave him in the use of 
all the products of the earth, into licentiousness, and 
making it to appear that in the freedom of the gift 
were included the gratification of every unbridled lust, 
and the conversion of every Divine bestowment into 
an injury to self and an outrage to God. In short, 
we see in the two cases the condemnation of the Most 
High pronounced against the violaters of His law on 
the one hand, and the abusers of His grace on the 
other. The case of Adam informs us that ** a man is 
not justified by the works of the law," Gal. ii. 16, and 
that of Noah, that to " turn the grace of our God into 
lasciviousness," Jude 4, is one of the grossest insults 
to the character of Jehovah; and this was the more 
heinous in Noah*s case, because of his previous office 
and reputation, since he who taught obedience to the 
law previous to the covenant of Ararat, and himself 
exemplified the strictness of walk and life which that 
law demanded, now taught, by his example, that the 
law was abrogated as a rule of life, and that under 
the new covenant men might revel in sin, ** that grace 
might abound. " Fatal doctrine ! which ha^^ b^^^ 
practically acted upon by miWiona o^ xxv^w w^^^S^^% 
the yet more gracious coveaaut. \u 5ea\xa CiVvtvaX, "«^^ •» 



NOAH. 

therefore, infidels allege, has countenanced aiore 
human depravity than paganism, because His followers 
are not content to be free men without being anti- 
nomians, — thus representing God as the author of sin. 
O, no wonder an indignant God has fixed the brand 
of blackness, brutality, and slavery upon a whole 
continent, that He might trace with the darkest lines, 
and in the most ineffaceable characters, his sense of 
the daring calumny that the old serpent induced His 
servant to publish against Him; no wonder that 
drunkenness still transforms men into monsters, black- 
ening, brutalising and enslaving every human heart, 
and reducing the whole man to an indistinguishable 
mass of hideous and loathsome deformity. It bears 
upon its front the curse of an insulted God, whose 
providence and grace it hurls in reckless defiance 
against the Giver, and declares that in laying open to 
His creatures all the provisions of nature. He in- 
tended that a deadly poison should distil from every 
grain and fruit pleasant to the eye and agreeable to 
the palate, and that, by providing acceptance with 
Him, through faith alone. He left sinners at liberty to 
revel in the corruptions and depravities of their natural 
hearts, unchecked by the dread of a Being who was too 
compassionate to be just to Himself or faithful to His 
creatures. But it is time that we consider — 

II. — The immediate effect of Noah's inebriety. To 
these I have already generally referred ; but I observe 
more particularly — 

I. It suspended his reason. God*s best and most 
distinguishing gift to man : the endowment that 
raises them immeasurably above the beasts that perish, 
and that forms the connecting link between man and 
God.. It is on account of this latter use, especially, 
that Satan grudges it to mankind, and it is because of 
this that he labours to debase, darken, enervate, and 
pervert it by every possible means. In the heathen 
he vitiates — in the infidel he distorts — in the sensualist 
he deadens — and in the drunkard he maddens and 
paralyzes this noble faculty. Surely, if man is re- 
sponaible to his Maker Cot awy t^eut committed to 

his keepings it is for this*, and '\i\ift m\3A\. ^vi^ ^^<iwx\*. 

of every idle word that he Bi^^aV^a^YLei vi^\>^ x^^vt'ji^ 
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to enter into a solemn reckoning for every moment's 
employment of this precious gift, designed tor such 
an excellent use, and capable of so great expansion 
and improvement. Bui what shall the lover of in- 
toxicating drinks say of the days and nights which he 
has spent in the indulgence of carnal appetite common 
to him with the brutes, at the expense of his intellect, 
by which he is privileged to hold intercourse with 
heaven ? What cause will he allege for so great 
antipathy to his godlike endowment, that he must 
stimulate it into frenzy, or bury it in oblivion? In 
what character will he come before his Creator ? 
Will he come as a man ? No : man is distinguished 
for his reason ; but he has acted without his — against 
it — in spite of it. He has employed the sword of ex- 
termination against it — he has consumed it in the fires 
of intoxication — he has drugged it into torpidity — he 
has wasted it almost to annihilation : he cannot, there- 
fore, come as a man such as God originally created 
him. Will he come as a brute ? No : it would be 
the height of injustice to compel the brutes to receive 
so deformed and decrepit a being into their ranks. 
Beasts arfe perfect in their kind, and they obey the 
law of their nature. From the day of their creation 
to the present, they have instinctively followed that 
which they know to be good, and they have as in- 
stinctively 'avoided that which is evil or injurious. 
They do not outrage nature, nor destroy life by in- 
temperance ; they do not wage war against any of 
their functions, nor make themselves abhorrent, by the 
indulgence of vitiated tastes, to their fellows. It 
would not be fair, therefore, to class the drunkard 
with creatures so admirably answering the purposes 
of their being, while he so grossly violates all the 
purposes of his. A drunkard is, in short, a monster 
outraging every law of humanity, shocking and dis- 
gusting every feeling of his fellow-men, and necessarily 
preparing for himself an eternal separation from all 
that is pure, perfect, and lovely. 

And this is the sin which men, yea, and even women, 
who claim to be Christians, think tViemseiW^^ ^x.V^i^t'cj 
to commit; to step from the ChwteVi to XXx^ y^j^^^ 
bouse — from spiritual communVou m\5a. ^o^ Vi ^^ 
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gratification of a depraved carnal appetite, which it is 
not fair to call beastly ; and to imagine that God is 
satisfied with such a barefaced attempt at self- 
imposture, not to speak of the utter disregard of all 
that he has said on the character of those whom He 
has '' called to be saints,'* that is simply those who 
are born again to Him by faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. O ye tipplers, ye wine-bibbers, ye drunkards, 
** Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit 
the kingdom. of God ? Be not deceived, neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers. 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of 
GOD," 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. What right have you to 
occupy a place in God's house, or to sit down at God's 
table ? Does no voice of solemn warning reach you in 

" your revels, crying, " Wo unto them that rise up early 
in the morning that they may follow strong drink, 
that continue until night till wine inflame them?" 
Is. V. II. And will you trust in your Sabbath 
services for exemption from this wo? Hear God 
again: ''When ye spread forth your hands, I will 
hide mine eyes from you : yea, when ye make many 
prayers, I will not hear," Is. i. 15, and this simply 
because that '* the sacrifice of the wicked is an abomi- 
nation to the Lord," it is only ** the prayer of the 
upright that is his delight," Prov. xv. 8. Mark, my 
friends, every time you intrude yourselves into God's 
presence, while known to be addicted to intemperance, 
you are falsifying the truth of God — libelling the 
character of His Son — misrepresenting his covenant of 
grace, and, therefore, ** giving occasion to the ad- 
versary to speak reproachfully," 1 Tim. v. 14. The 
devil who hates Christ and His cause, has no more 
efficient auxiliaries than you, for you practically teach 
that the Gospel scheme is one that relieves its ad- 
herents from the obligation of holiness, and that men 
may indulge the most demoralising habits, and yet be 
consistent members and communicants of Christian 
churches. O for a tongue to expose the daring 

Impiety of making tfce docltmea oi ^xe^ ^x^^^ ^^^ 
miniatera oimif and luatlgatmgscoSei^X.^^^?,^^^^^ 
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the priceless gift of salvation secured to guilty men by 
the stupendous transactions of Gethsemane and Cal- 
vary, have a tendency to encourage licentiousness, 
and facilitate sin ! I can no better describe them than 
in the fearful language of the Apostle, ** These are 
spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with 
you, feeding themselves without fear ; clouds they are 
without water, carried about of winds ; trees whose 
fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up 
by the roots ; raging waves of the sea, foaming out 
their own shame ; wandering stars, to whom is reserved 
the blackness of darkness for ever," Jude 12, 13. 

2. He made himself vile, and was unconscious of 
his shame. Every moral sense was suspended, and 
every distinction between what was right and wrong, 
pure and impure, becoming and base, was obliterated 
from his mind. He was just now fit for any atrocity, 
and could plead only insanity for its perpetration. But 
what hand drove the sentinel from his breast that 
God had placed there ? who had extinguished the 
light of conscience or paled the blush of shame ? That 
body, now so disgustingly exposed, was committed to 
his guardianship, aud certain instincts were provided 
as attendants upon his judgment, to secure the inte- 
rests of safety and decorum ; but where are they now? 
Peril, in its most formidable shape, may be at hand ; 
but there is no eye to see, no hand to avert it, and 
should the victim of intoxication perish, would he not 
be a suicide ? The commonest laws of decency may 
be set at nought — ^yea, they are set at nought, but the 
cheek of the preacher, the patriarch, the priest of God, 
reddens not. His own children turn away their faces, 
and perhaps they weep ; but he is utterly lost to a 
sense of his degradation. That body, now so shame- 
lessly plunged in the mire of intemperance, was formed 
to be a temple of the Holy Ghost, but it is polluted ; 
the leprosy of sin has fastened upon it, and he who 
has thus dealt with God's property has incurred His 
severest wrath, ** If any man defile the temple of 
God, him will God destroy," 1 Cor. iii. 17. Hear 
that, ye who waste and disorder your bodv^^ h-^ \w- 
temperance — who, with bloated i^ie^a, ^XX^^vsaJ^'^i^ 
frames, and palsied limbs, proclaim \.o ^\et^ ^^jsaex^l 
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the storj of joni shame and of joor sUvery to sin. 
Ye grovelling dupes of a vice that feeds upon your 
nerves, your brains, your hearts, God will arraign 
you for murder, and you must plead guilty of the 
crime and die. What, will ye destroy yourselves, for 
whom Jesus wept, and suffered, and bled ? Oh, *' turn 
ye at God's reproof* — dash the poisoned chalice from 
your lips — flee from the very sight of the accursed 
thing — awake from your long dream of filthiness and 
exposure, and come to Jesus, that He may wrap 
around you the garment of purity and reconciliation. 
Even for you, ye abandoned ones, there is pardon 
and peace with Him. 

3. He became the author of sin in others. Besides 
his perversion of the doctrine of grace which has be- 
come so prolific a source of sin and reproach to God^s 
cause, Noah, by his violation of the law of sobriety, 
was the immediate occasion of his son's breach of the 
law of filial reverence, which is by nature implanted 
in the hearts of children, as well as commended by 
God's law. The heart of Ham was not, indeed; right 
with God, or he would have known what was due to 
his parent, however fallen that parent might be ; but 
dark as his offence against God and nature was in 
making a jest of his father's shame, he was un- 
questionably instigated to it by that father's gross 
offence against decency. To that father's lips, there- 
fore, which had given entrance to the polluting 
draught, was committed the harrowing task of pro- 
nouncing a withering^ curse upon that son and his 
posterity. This was Noah's punishment, and severely 
must he have felt it, conscious, as he was, that but for 
his drunkenness and exposure to his child's disgust, 
the sin that provoked the malediction would not have 
been committed. And 0, what a teeming source of 
crime has indulgence in intoxicating drinks proved 
from that day to the present ! How many a family 
circle has it desolated ! How many a son and daughter 
has it cursed ! How many a heart has it hardened 
against religion, morality, modesty, decency ! How 
many a soul has it steeped in crime and prepared for 
perdition ! It is one of those favourite instruments of 
the destroyer which he has accommodated to the social 
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instincts of man, because he would have his victims to 
employ it against each other ; and 'surely nothing can 
gratify the heart of the arch-fiend more than the zeal 
and earnestness with which they pursue their deadly 
task. The drunkard is rarely content to indulge his 
filthy habit alone — he must have helpers in his assaults 
upon reason and God, and he loves none better than 
those whom he has himself fitted for the office. O 
that God's missionaries of salvation to the souls of 
men were as many and as active as the missionaries of 
debauchery and death, who act as if they had the 
highest personal interest in compelling their fellow, 
men to brutalise themselves with strong drink, and 
thus they declare themselves the most devoted emis- 
saries of the evil one. How many victims of intem- 
perance are there who would ever have arrived at 
their present lost condition, if it had not been for con- 
vivial meetings and occasions of festive enjoyment, 
and some even partaking of a religious character, 
where indulgence in intoxicating drinks was considered 
an indispensable element, and to partake largely, the 
requisite evidence of good fellowship, and convivi- 
ality ? On such occasions, the parties present think 
they must urge one another to make themselves 
vile, and are thus proving themselves the most fatal 
enemies of those with whom they meet in friendly 
intercourse ; for tastes and habits are thus formed 
that ultimately leave nothing of beings created in 
God's image but what Satan alone can acknowledge, 
and hell alone receive. 

Mark how successfully the subtle adversary has here 
turned to his own account that law of association by 
which man is drawn to his fellow, and reciprocal 
duties taught, and reciprocal affections cultivated and 
increased. Were this law made subservient to the 
glory of God and the best interests of man — would 
men and women, in their social meetings, always re- 
cognise the claims of that gracious Being who made 
them members one of another, and, besides giving 
them all things richly to enjoy, endowed them with 
those feelings of mutual attraction from which their 
enjoyment of each other's society springs — how hal- 
lowed would such meetings be — how productive, not 
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only of real pleasure, but of improvement — and how 
anticipative of that feast of wedded love to which all 
the redeemed ones of the earth shall be gathered with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Jesus, the eternal 
Bridegroom, in the midst; but now what social 
meetings do even professing Christians delight to 
form ? Those from which God is excluded, and where 
the name of Jesus is never heard — where the word of 
God would be considered an intruder, and hearts are 
stimulated to mirth — not by the happy consciousness 
of a heavenly Father's love — not by gratitude to Him 
for blessings conferred, and glorious prospects re- 
vealed — not by mutual communications on the subject 
of a Saviour's past sacrifices, present endowments, 
and future gifts to His people, but by foolish and often 
obscene talking and jesting, Eph. v. 4 — by the giddy, 
and, not unfrequently, indecorous dance, and above 
all, by the intoxicating cup pressed by entertainers 
upon their guests, and by them on each other, as if 
the very essence of social harmony consisted in the 
number of heads excited and hearts depraved on such 
occasions. ** Wo unto him that giveth his neighbour 
drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makes him 
drunken also, that thou mayest look on their naked- 
ness," Hab. ii. 15. 

4. He entailed a fearful injury upon his descend- 
ants — "Cursed be Canaan, a servant of servants shall 
he be unto his brethren," v. 25. How bitterly must 
Noah have reflected while he uttered this terrible de- 
nunciation against his son, that his own departure 
from the rules of sobriety and morality was not re- 
motely the cause of all the sin which his son and 
grandson had committed, and of the judgment which 
they had incurred. Had the gift of looking into futu- 
rity as well of foretelling the future destinies of Ham's 
posterity been vouchsafed to Noah, what an appalling 
sense must he have had of the character and conse- 
quences of intemperance. Could he have seen the 
massacre of the Canaanites — the exterminating wars 
of the Romans with the Carthaginians — the judgments 
of God upon Egypt — the deaoX^ilYw^ ^ioxvo^^^i^ and still 

^ more destructive religiouapeTvets\ot\ft o^ \X\^'^?ct^^<iwV\w. 

f- Northern Africa, and , mote £eaitvx\ V\\m ^\, x)ci^ V^rtox^ 
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of the African Slave Trade, by which millions of 
negroes have been butchered, with every harrowing 
accompaniment of cruelty and wrong that the mind can 
conceive — how would the patriarch have felt, out of 
whose single act of inebriety the whole was to be pro- 
duced ? And who knows not the cruel injuries which a 
drunken parent inflicts upon his unoffending children? 
— who does not see every day in the squalor, the 
wretchedness, the pining want and sickness, the depra- 
vity, the reckless commission of crime, the unblushing 
practice of, and incitements to, the grossest sensuality 
— the heartless neglect of parental, filial, and con- 
jugal obligations — the wanton sacrifice of health, 
property, reputation — the daring impiety — the craving 
appetite for infidel and profligate publications — the 
blasphemy — the profanity — the open defiance of God 
and contempt for His institutions — the attempts to 
disparage His holy Word, and the sceptical sneers at 
the cross of His beloved Son — the contempt of law 
and constituted authority — the speaking evil of dig- 
nities," Jude 8 — the seditions, tumults, and disorders 
' of the working classes — the murders, maimings, and 
other acts of violence — the robberies, the impostures, 
the frauds, the exposures, the suicides — who does not 
see in all these the necessary and natural fruit of that 
pestilential plant, drunkenness — admitted into the 
parental home, expanding until it overshadowed the 
whole household, and till every member of it withered 
beneath its baneful influence. Who believes it possible 
that a parent addicted to intoxicating drjnk is not en- 
tailing a curse upon his children which may descend 
to his remotest posterity ? Should they escape ihe 
contagion of his example, which is not likely, they are 
sure to suffer in worldly circumstances — in social chn- 
racter and position — ^in the neglect of their moral and 
spiritual training. A drunkard cannot afford to be a 
good husband or a good father, and he soon ceases to 
be so inclined. Self-indulgence renders him callous 
to the voice of every natural feeling — one debasing 
passion engrosses him — a frenzied craving for intoxi- 
cating drink. Meanwhile, the wretched ^vfe i^xw^'&Vi^T 
solitary hours away in hopeless miserj — Oci^ \^^^^<i\ft^ 
children leara to despise and bate XYievt Mwi^^vsv^ 
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parent, and the seeds of every passion, destructive to 
themselves, and perilous to society, are sown thickly 
in their hearts. No wonder that the progeny of the 
drunkard is to be found so frequently in the robber's 
prison or the murderer's cell — in the distant penal 
settlement, or on the scaffold. But who will be made 
responsible for their crimes in the great account? — 
the authors of their being. And ! how fearful to 
think that the curse which he has entailed upon them 
will be echoed back to his agonised soul as long as the 
" worm that dies not'* exists, and "the fire that never 
shall be quenched,** Mark ix. 43, continues to burn ! 
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ELECTION BY GRACE. 



^ Now the Lord had said unto Abram, €ret thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father's house^ unto a land that I will shew thee : and 
I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless 
thee and make thy name great ; and thou sh^lt be a 
blessing ; and I wiU bless them thai bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee ; and in thee shall all 
families of the earth be blessed " — Gen. xii. 1 — 3. 

At the period of Abraham's call, the world was above 
twt> thousand years old, and the utter alienation of 
man's heart from God was well nigh complete. To 
the eye of an angel, standing on some commanding 
point of observation, scarcely a gleam of spiritual light 
would appear through '* the darkness that covered 
the earth, and the gross darkness that enveloped its 
people," Is. Ix. 2. Idolatry was everywhere substi- 
tuted for the worship of the true God, and the general 
corruption of manners was only what might have 
been expected, where all communication with the 
Fountain of holiness was almost cut off. The idea of 
a spontaneous revival on the part of the inhabitants of 
earth could not be entertained ; for earth presented a 
state of moral and spiritual chaos — it was without 
even the form of godliness, and it was empty of God 
— midnight darkness had settled down upon every 
heart and mind^ and no pulsation of life was felt. 
But still, deep and dark as now rolled the waters of 
corruption over a world which its Creator had once 
pronounced very good, the Spirit o£ GoA. \>xoo^^^ 
over those waters to bring life out oi dea\\\, «v\A.\\^X. 
out of darkness ; and it was the Otaov^ol^^^ «io\i^ 
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that, by His eternal Word, could awake up the children 
of earth from their slumbers, and break through the 
mists of ignorance and corruption with an illumiuatioQ 
from above. 

The work of a new creation was now to commence. 
Twice had earth beheld the attempt to set up a human 
headship, to which might be committed the guardian- 
ship and the government of all things here below, to 
be held in trust for God, and to be used according to 
His purpose ; but in both cases the attempt had failed 
— first by the unfaithfulness, and secondly by the 
incompetency, of the selected instrument. Nothing 
now remained, that God's purposes might stand, but 
to remodel the whole constitution of things, and to 
provide a new earth, with a new human family, pre- 
sided over by one who should be so deeply concerned 
in all that related to God on the one hand, and man 
on the other, as to render their interests completely 
identical and independent of any future attempt to 
sever them. Of the new creation to be now taken in 
hand, I proceed to observe : 

1. That it was to be formed out of the ruins of the 
old, so as to be identical with it, yet the very an- 
tithesis of what the old had become by sin and the 
curse. It was to be life springing forth, as it were, 
from death — light gleaming out of darkness— eternal 
Existence emanating from destruction and decay — 
beauty from ugliness and deformity, and confusion 
giving birth to harmony and order. It was to be, 
in the sweet utterance of the prophet, ** beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of 
praise for the spirit of heaviness," Is. Ixi. 3. Its 
heaven was to be a sense of sorrow past — a memory 
of sin forgiven. 

2. That to mark the vastness of its plan and execu- 
tion, it should be of slow and gradual developement : 
thus its preparatory stage was to extend over a period 
of two thousand years, during which time the plat- 
form was to be constructed on which Jehovah was to 
raise the most stupendous monument of holiness and 
love that ever met ibe woxvdeim^ ^vl^ olixi^iv^yt ^ven 
ot angels ; the inslrumetila v*Vi\c\i "ft.^ 'w^a X^ eoij^^'^ 
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and fitted for their work ; the necessity for that work, 
was to be exemplified by numerous experiments of mercy 
and judgment on those who were to be its objects ; spe- 
cimens of regenerative power and grace were to be 
exhibited from time to time to the children of the old 
world to awaken reflection and invite enquiry ; and the 
character of '* the High and lofty One, whose name 
is Holy," Is. Ivii. 15, was to be written in the history 
of His dealings with His chosen ones especially, on 
innumerable occasions, under an infinite variety of 
circumstances — with persons of every rank, sex, age, 
temper, location, and attainment, and throughout a 
long period of the world's existence and historical 
career. 

3. That it was a prominent part of the great Archi- 
tect's plan to lay open to human intelligence the 
monster difficulties that lay in the way of a world's 
redemption — - difficulties arising from the apparent 
irreconcilability of some of His own attributes with 
mercy to sinners — difficulties that would be engen- 
dered in the hearts of his enemies by the very plan 
of saving love proposed, and difficulties which a 

odless world, instigated and assisted by its infernal 
ruler, would ever throw in the way of his chosen ones, 
and their faithful exertions in His cause. These in- 
•volved a necessity for suffering, and so suffering is the 
law of the new birth. The Redeemer must suffer to 
atone for sin— -the redeemed must suffer in their 
struggles for holiness; and the whole creation must 
groan and travail in pain to ''be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God,*" Rom. viii. 21, 22. 

4. That whereas unbelief and disobedience were the 
two monster evils of the old creation, disseminating 
their baneful influences everywhere, to the disruption 
of all ties between earth and heaven, to the decay and 
desolation of the former, their opposites — faith and 
obedience — ^must be enthroned in every department of 
the new creation, and must be the graces specially 
cultivated and exercised by those who were chosen to 
a participation of its glories, and to set forth it^ cha.- 
racter and effects, 

J, That seeing the first creatioii \ia3L ^\.XA.dci^^ \.^SX 
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a nursery wherein its earliest productions were to be 
fostered into maturity, and which, but for forfeiture by 
sin, would probably have been the seat of universal 
empire, so a field of infant training was to be marked 
off for the early developement of the new creation, 
where the struggles of the new birth were to be wit- 
nessed, and from whence the first fruits luto God 
were to go forth to take possession, in His name, of the 
outstanding territory which sin and death had long 
usurped, and where, in process of time, the throne of 
the Holy One was to be established, and His '* ensign 
set up for the nations," as well as ^^ to assemble 
the outcasts of Israel, and to gather together the dis- 
persed of Judah from the four comers of the earth," 
Is. ad. 12. 

6. That the power and genius of the new birth were 
to be transcribed in the life of an individual selected 
by Divine wisdom to stand as the earthly head of the 
economy of grace, and that through him were to be 
transmitted to the remotest posterity assurances of 
unchanging love to all who would unhesitatingly accept 
a participation in the purposes of Divine mercy, ^^ for- 
getting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before," I^il. iii. 13. 

The individual selected was Abraham, who, at the 
period of his call, was known by the shorter name of 
Abram, which signifies "a high father," but Grod 
changed it to Abraham, that is, '^ the father of a great 
multitude," upon the occasion of His announcing to 
him His purpose to make him '^a father of many 
nations," Gen. xvii. 5, and renewing to him his cove- 
nant. Of Abraham, we learn : 

1. He was born in the family of Shem, Noah's 
second son— see Gen. x. 21, xi. 10, &c. — ^whose filial 
piety was rewarded with a blessing from his father: 
'* Blessed be the Lord God of Shem," which impliea 
not only that God would confer upon him favours for 
which he would be grateful, but that He would con- 
tinue to be his God and the God of his posterity, 
when His presence should be, in a certain sense, with- 
drawn from the other families of the earth. Terah, 
the son of Nahor, was Abraham's father, and it is 
•upposed that his w\ie Saiai oi Sata.\k— one signifjmg 
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'*my princess," the other "princess," into which 
God changed her name on the occasion of His promise 
to Abraham that she should have a son, Gen. XLVii. 15, 
16— was the daughter of his brother Haran, or, as 
some say, of his father Terah, by another wife. Abra- 
ham's native place was Ur, a city of Chaldea, where 
he seems to have been born in the year of the world 
2008, and before the coming of Christ, 1996*. It is 
not improbable that his family, at the time of his birth « 
were sunk in idolatry, and that he himself, at the period 
of his call, had largely partaken of the prevailing cor- 
raptioQ. Centuries after this, God, by His servant 
Joshua, reminded the Israelites, "Your fathers dwelt 
on the other side of the flood in old time, even Terah, 
the Mher of Abraham, and the father of Nahor ; and 
they served other gods," Josh. xxiv. 2. And he 
intimates the same fact, by His prophets, to those who 
"followed after righteousness," lest they should forget 
that their religious privileges were of grace, and not 
of debt : " Look unto the rock whence ye are hewn, 
and to the hole of the pit whence ye are digged — ^look 
unto Abraham your father, and to Sarah that bare 
you," Is. li. 1,2; and we shall do well to adopt the 
same counsel, that we may be reminded, if we are 
Christ's disciples, that "we have not chosen Him, 
but He has chosen us," John xv. 16. 

2. " The glory of God appeared to him " in his native 
country, where He found him probably engaged in the 
occupation of a shepherd, dwelling with his father and 
brethren, in contented ignorance of God or of His plan 
of redemption. The fact of his call out of this state, 
proves incontestably, that no matter how simple his 
manners — how harmless his life — how amiable his dis- 
position—or how kindly his intercourse with his fellow- 
men — Abraham was yet but an enemy to God, and an 
heir of perdition : and thus it must be in the case of 
any of us ; we must receive a call from God — an 
effectual summons out of worldliness, selfishness, and 
Ignorance to become His devoted servants in Christ 
Jesus, or we are "yet in our sins," and "the wrath 
of God abideth upon us," John iii. 36. We doubt not 
that it was the Eternal Word — " the beginning of the 
new creation/' Rev. iii. 14 — who appeared to Abraham 
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on this occasion. He is the exhaustless Fountain of 
that grace which was now to be developed and em- 
ployed, and from which streams of mercj and love 
were to be set a-ilowing, and were to flow on for ever. 
In these streams alone we can And health and meet- 
ness for heaven. 

3. The language of Abraham's call was " Get thee 
out'* — out of this place where idolatry abounds, and 
on which the condemnation of God rests — " Flee for 
thy life " — ^your eternal welfare is in danger, and God 
has chosen you to salvation ; therefore, His first step 
in that direction must be to separate you from what- 
ever may be dear and valuable to your unregenerate 
heart ; but which he sees is most pernicious to your 
spiritual welfare. And ! my friends, this is the 
language of a God that desires not our destruction, 
to everyone of us, " Get thee out from that particular 
place or society congenial to your carnal inclinations, 
but unsanctified by the presence of God" — ** Come out, 
and I will receive you," 2 Cor. vi. 17 — " Come out, 
lest ye receive of the world's sins, and partake of its 
plagues," Kev. xviii. 4. 

4. No reserve was employed in laying before Abra- 
ham the extent to which he was required to obey the 
Divine command. He was plainly informed that many 
and great sacrifices must be made — that a struggle 
awaited him between nature and grace, and it was 
implied that it would be well for him to '* count the 
cost," which would be by no means inconsiderable, at 
which the favour of Jehovah now offered to him was 
to be secured, see Luke xiv. 25, &c. The discourage, 
ments presented to his^^view may be thus enumerated : 

(I.) "Get thee out of thy country'' — the land of 
thy birth, and of thy choice — that country wherein 
were formed and matured thy earliest and strongest 
attachments, and wherewith are linked thy tenderest 
associations. The love of your native soil may be strong 
— the tie that binds you to home may be as *' a three- 
fold cord, not quickly broken," Eccl. iv. 12. A 
thousand tendrils springing from the earth, which you 
have trodden for so many years, may have coiled 
themselves around your heart ; but you must beconoe 
aa exile from that land, that country, that home — you. 
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must tear yourself away from them, and for ever. 
Whatever privileges of citizenship you may have 
acquired by long residence — whatever honours you 
may have aspired to among your countrymen — what- 
ever prospects of fortune or of fame await you — how- 
ever much you may be valued, honoured, loved, by 
those who have known you long and well — all must 
be renounced — to all you must bid a final adieu. Who 
will say that was not a trying proposal ? yet what was 
there in it to compare with the forfeiture to which 
Jesus submitted for us ? — the " glory which He had 
with His Father before the world was?" John xvii. 
5. He left his home — the mansions above — the 
dwelling place of His eternity — the everlasting abode 
of holiness, of happiness, and of love, where He, in 
undivided unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
was the object of universal homage — the acknowledged 
source of blessedness to unnumbered intelligent 
beings, and the theme of countless hymns of gratitude 
and joy. He, at the cry of guilty suffering, went forth 
from His heaven and its exhaustless attractions, to 
undertake a pilgrimage of pain, sorrow, and humilia- 
tion, in behalf of those who knew Him, loved Him, 
desired Him not. At His bidding, Abraham aban- 
doned his country, and, admitted as he doubtless was, 
to some knowledge of the Leader whom he was to 
follow, such a sacrifice was not too great to make for 
Him. How many are there in our day ready to for- 
sake country and home in pursuit of some distant 
honour or gain ? how many will fly to the uttermost 
ends of the earth at the voice of relative or professional 
duty ? They do it to obtain a corruptible inheritance, 
but Abraham an incorruptible. 

(2.) *'And from thy kindred." Bend asunder all 
the ties of nature — strip yourself at once, and for ever, 
of the sympathies and endearments of the nearest and 
dearest, no matter how beloved or valued those united 
to you by the links of a common relationship may be 
—how kind or tender to you in your seasons of weak* 
ness or pain — how sympathizing with you in your 
trials and afflictions — how tenderly devoted to your 
interests — how ready to share your dangers and 
minister to all your wants — ^you must leave them all 
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behind — tbe brother that loves yon as his own soqI-*-^ 
the sister that fondly clings aronnd your neck — the 
^ged relatiTe that tended yonr infant steps, and the 
more youthful one that shared yonr boyish sports — 
the well-known faces that have worn for yon the same 
kindly expression for many a long year — the voices 
that were heard in infancy, and never but with joy — 
the hearts in which you felt you instinctively held a 
place ; — all must be to you as though they had never 
been— other ties, other attachments, await you. For 
the present your dwelling must be among strangers— 
you must be surrounded by the heartless and the cold, 
where you will learn to forget the past, and to long for 
the future — where a Saviour God must be the object of 
your contemplation, and ultimately of yonr all-engros- 
sing love. In Abraham was first published the sifting 
announcement, ** If any man come to me, and hate 
not his father and mother, and wife, and children, and 
brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he 
cannot be my disciple," Luke xiv. 26. He who thus 
proclaims the terms of discipleship, so hard to human 
apprehension, and so abhorrent to flesh and blood, was 
Himself tfie very impersonation of the love which He 
would thus portray in its depth and intensity. The 
love which He bore for sinners constrained His sab- 
mission to the terms of a new relationship under which 
He seemed to forego the vastly superior advantages 
which eternal Son ship involved, and for which we 
know that he repudiated the ties of natural kindred — 
** who is my mother?" He demanded, "and who are 
my brethren ?** " Behold," said He, stretching forth 
His hand to His disciples, " Behold my mother and 
my brethren," Mat. xii. 48, 49. The love of Jesus 
was not a love that condescended to the claims of 
earthly kindred — they were mean, polluted, and tran- 
sitory. He must love with a holy and with an ever- 
lasting love ; the objects of His affection, therefore, 
must be spiritual and eternal, and because they are 
so he loves them, and gives to them all His love. 
Just so with those whom He makes like Himsetf ; they 
cannot fix their love on anything but what wearn His 
image, but they mxkst love X\\a\., wi^ \\& ^««ci^^ tssqsAl 
be their aversion. He deaeivea \.o V%^ wi^ ^H«t idDri&. 
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Continue, the all-absorbing motive of thought and 
feeling in the hearts of the redeemed. 

(3.) " And from thy father^s house." To be exiled 
from the paternal dwelling — the ordinary penalty of 
filial turpitude and a mark of infamy — was also placed 
before the mind of Abraham, as an essential ingredient 
in the cup of sorrow wliich was put into his hand, and 
'which he must willingly drink. In that house he drew 
his first breath and passed the happy season of child* 
hood — there he had ever felt that he was at home, and 
when sickness or sorrow pressed, he knew that there 
he would find a resting-place — a kind sympathizing 
attention to his wants — a shelter from every adverse 
influence, and a ready welcome. There was erected 
the altar of domestic afPection, round which loving 
hedrts gathered at the morning or evening hour, to 
have their fires new-kindled by mutual endearments^ 
and to be made happy by reciprocating expressions 
and tokens of zegard — there the family board was 
statedly spread, collecting cheerful faces around it, 
and opening hearts and lips in mirthful intercourse, 
giving and receiving joy— -there the father's voice 
was tuneful with love, and the mother's eye and cheek 
kindled into youth and loveliness. There happy 
meetings of kindred and friends took place, and the 
dance and song and merry yoices proclaimed some 
festive occasion. Every object there was familiar and 
beloved — every spot within and around the family 
dwelling was known and hallowed. The ancestral 
domain was there — its fields, its vineyards, its flocks — 
and all spoke of plenty and peace. The graves of 
lost and loved ones were not far ofl*^ and there the 
surviving members of the household indulged the 
solemn satisfaction of anticipating repose for them, 
selves when life's dream was over, and mingling their 
dust with theirs. And Abraham shared in all these 
joys and feelings — mirthful, tender, and sad — and he 
would fain have lingered amid these earthly objects of 
the heart's idolatry, but he heard " a word behind him, 
saying. This is the way, walk ye in it," Is. xxx. 21, 
*' What doest thou here, Abraham?" see I Kings xix. 
9. ChUd of aia and condemnatvou, v»\i^ ^wjXql^^^^ 
tbinga be pleasant in your eyes? TViii cvxx^^ <il «ek.\\^- 
Multed Creator ia upon them : " A.tiae, xhow^^xA^^^^^'k 
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for this 18 not thy rest : because it is polluted, it shafl 
destroy thee, even with a sore destruction/' Mic. iu 
10. Reader, remember that Abraham is the father of 
the faithful — ^his ** high calling of God in Christ Jesus," 
Phil. iii. 14, was the triumph of redeeming grace, and 
the calling of every one of his spiritual children must 
be similar in its character and its effects. To them, 
equally as to him, the world in its loveliest aspect is 
polluted — the entanglements of earth, in their most 
tender and endearing features, are full of peril to their 
souls. In the days of Christ's sojourn here there were 
many sweet and pleasant things to engage the eye and 
heart, as there are now, but He declared Himself to 
be **' not of this world," John xvii. 14, 15, and told 
His disciples that He had ^' chosen them out of the 
world," John xv. 19 — a proof that the world, whatever 
be its attractions, is no place for God*s children to be 
trained in for their inheritance. 

• Alas ! that young persons who have received a call 
from God in their father's house, should often find 
that the greatest perils to their spiritual health which 
they have to dread, are from sources within that be- 
loved retreat, and from the dearest objects of their 
affection there. How many sad histories of domestic 
persecution might be written, and how often have 
young hearts had to endure the agony of believing 
that those to whom they owe their natural existence 
are the readiest agents of the destroyer to try and cut 
them off from the life to come. What arguments have 
not parents used to chill their children's love to Jesus ! 
— what remonstrances against singularity in religion ! 
— what schemes have they not planned to entice them 
back into the world from which they are trying to 
escape ! — what hindrances laid in their way while 
seeking to attain unto the kingdom of God ! But while 
parents love this present evil world, and turn domestic 
homes into a chamel house, which none but the dead 
may enter, they must expect that the summons of a 
member of the family circle to spiritual life will be a 
summons likewise to separation from the dying plea« 
sures, pursuits, and intercourse of the household. The 
Jaaguage of God to that mem\ieT n«*i^ V^ *''' ^^\. ^«» 
9at from thy father's houaeV — iioX.\>^ wi\.\»X ^^aww^^sa*. 
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tnent of the parental roof, perhaps, but by a decided 
retirement from scenes of godless hilarity, and the 
cessation of intercourse on former terms of profitless 
frivolity with those who still love and cling to them, 
however near and dear they may be ; and if dissen- 
sions and heartburnings arise in that household, who 
is to blame ? If the son is ^' set at variance against 
his father, and the daughter against her mother, and 
the daughter^ in-law against her mother-in-law, and a 
man*s foes appear to be they of his own household," 
Mat. X. 35, 36, dare we say, as some do, that religion 
has wrought mischief in that family } Shall we not 
rather allege that its former state of peace was a state 
of death ? — that Jesus, the angel of the covenant, has 
come down by His Spirit to agitate the stagnant 
waters, and that one or more members of the house- 
hold have stepped in and been *' made whole of what- 
soever disease they had," John v. 4 ; and if the others 
are stirred up to opposition, and family disruptions 
ensue, the fault is not with the Prince of Peace or His 
chosen ones, but with those who rush into conflict 
with both, because " they know not the Father or the 
Son," John xvi. 3. 

(4.) Abraham must not know whither he is going : 
he hears only that it is '* unto a land that the Lord will 
shew him " — it may be a howling wilderness, or *' a 
land not inhabited," or inhabited by rude barbarians, 
or ferocious beasts of prey. On the bleak mountain 
top, or in the sterile valley, he may have to toil in 
poverty and loneliness for his daily bread, or in 
bondage to some cruel tyrant he may wear out long 
years of grinding misery and oppression. What his 
fate and what his climate — whether to be be scorched 
at the tropics, or frozen at the poles — he knows not ; 
but this instruction he receives : the place of his future 
habitation will be of God's selection, and He will go 
with him and shew him where he must abide. Moses, 
in after years, only prayed for God's presence to go 
with him and those people whom he led, Ex. xxxiii. 
15, and Abraham is satisfied with that, assured that 
where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty^ 2 Cor. 
jii. 27, and in His presence is the i\3liie^% ol '^^i wA 
pleaBurea for evermore, Ps. xvi., i\. 'M.wi m^^ l^x.V'ex 



ABRAHAM. 

his limbs — pinching want may exhaust his frame— die 
wild winds alone may echo to his cry of pain— for him 
"ithe fig tree no more may blossom, neither fruit be 
in the vines, the labour of the olive may fail, and the 
fields may yield no meat, the flock may be cut off 
from the fold, and there may be no herd in the stalls ; 
yet will he rejoice in the Lord and joy in the God of 
his salvation," Hab. iii. 17. 

It is of such materials that missionaries to the hea- 
then are made, and let none offer themselves to the 
work of the Lord in distant lands who are not content 
that He should determine ^* the bounds of their habita- 
tion,'* Acts xvii. 26. They who propose themselves 
to go and preach the faith of Abraham, should examine 
themselves whether they have Abraham's faith. The 
most godless minds will submit to separation from 
country, and from kindred, and from the paternal 
home ; but they must know whither they are going — 
the land of their adoption must be before their eyes, 
and fancy must endow it with a thousand advantages 
to fortune or to fame. Emigrants and adventurers in 
the field of foreign enterprise count the cost of ex- 

Eatriation, and have the materials for such calculation 
efore them ; but the true missionary is content, like 
Abraham, to set *' out, not knowing whither he goes," 
Heb, xi. 8. He hears the voice of his Beloved saying, 
** Lo, I am with you alway," Mat. xxviii. 20, Acts 
xviii. 10, and he knows that, as in the case of Jesns 
Himself, '* his reward is with him, and his work be- 
fore him," Is. xl. 10. His vocation is with men, 
dying men — ^he has " a message from God to them," 
Judges iii. 20 — a message of life, and health, and 
happiness, and wherever the winds or the tides, di- 
rected by unerring skill, may bear him, he knows there 
is sin to be encountered and souls to be won<— >Je8US 
•*will shew him the path of life," Ps. xvi. 11., and 
though bonds and afflictions abide him, *' he will be 
ready, not only to be bound, but also to die there for 
the name of the Lord Jesus," Acts xxi. 13. Happ^ 
Abraham ! and happy they his children who inhent 
his faith, and " desiring a better country " than their 
own, '^ that is an heavenly," go forth on their errand 
vf lovoi content to be strangers and pilgrims here;^ 
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tiiat they may attain to the ''city which hath foundations, 
whose builder and maker is God," Heb. xi. 10 — 16. 

Thus far we have viewed the discouragements — and 
they were neither few nor trifling— which were fairly 
set before the mind of Abraham, by Him who '^ called 
him to His foot," Is. xii. 2, and claimed his un- 
wavering obedience ; but the prospects of future 
blessedness delineated with equal clearness to his view, 
were, when apprehended by faith, far more than an 
equivalent for any sacrifices to which he was called to 
submit. Among these were : 

1. The headship of a great and holy nation. To 
appreciate this offer, Abraham must have had a 
heavenly ambition to be distinguished in the service 
of God-— to occupy a prominent place in Christ's king, 
dom, and to be the happy instrument of exemplifying 
God's electing grace to the remotest posterity of man. 

2. The blessing : '* and I will bless thee." Abraham 
already, doubtless, possessed many blessings in provi- 
dence — blessings of health, of riches, of home and 
friends — such blessings as the vast majority of pro- 
fessing followers of Jesus are content with, or exclu- 
sively desire and pursue; but such blessings may 
become a curse, and cannot be otherwise accounted of 
when they alienate the heart, as is commonly the case, 
from God. When God said to Abraham, ** I will bless 
thee," He remembered the sentence upon Adam and 
his posterity, and must have intended its repeal, 
without that no boon which even the Omnipotent 
could bestow upon the patriarch or his descendants, 
could have done them good. Therefore, in the simple 
promise, '* I will bless thee," we have the work of 
Jesus announced, for He alone was from all eternity 
appointed to redeem mankind from the curse of the 
law, by " being made a curse for them," Gal. iii. 13 ; 
and as the blessing was promised to Abraham before 
he had obeyed God — before his circumcision, and 
before he could, by any act of his, have deserved it — 
we learn not only that salvation in Jesus is ** without 
money and without price," Is. Iv. 1, but also that God 
blesses only those whom He chooses ; for there appears 
nothing in the character or conduct of Abraham to 
entire Him to redemption-mercy more thaa in any of 
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bis brethren or relatives, who were all passed by when 
the invitation was addressed to him. 

3. A great name. *' I will make thj name great.*' 
Among the Jews there is no historical person who 
ranks higher than Abraham. They call him, ** Oar 
father Abraham," see Luke i. 73, John viii. !>3. They 
boasted to Christ, " Abraham is our father,*' John 
viii. 39 ; but a greater name still than that of father 
of the Israelites is Father of the faithful. Thus Paul 
calls him '* the father of all them that believe," Rom^ 
iv. 12 — 16 ; and again, he says that '* they which are 
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham," Gal. 
iii. 7 — that is, they who are justified by faith in Christ 
Jesus are the spiritual descendants of the patriarch, 
who was freely called of God, that he might be jus- 
tified, and in due course, glorified. Bom. viii. 30. High, 
however, as that name is, Abraham attained to a 
higher still, for he is called ** the friend of God,** and 
this by God Himself, as well as by His servants ; 
^' But thou, Israel, art the seed of Abraham my 
friend, Is. xli. 8. *' He was called," says James, 
** the Friend of God,'* James ii. 23 ; and we know 
how confidentially Abraham was dealt with by the 
Lord : " Shall I,** He said on one occasion, " hide 
from Abraham that thing which I do?'* Gen. xviii. 17. 
And so it is with all who are like Abraham, '* justified 
freely by God's grace,'* Bom. iii. 24. They, though 
now despised, and often among the poorest and 
meanest in this world, are reserved unto great dis- 
tinction in the kingdom of their glorified Redeemer. 
They have their sore conflicts with sin, and Satan, and 
the world now ; but magnificent will be their crown of 
victory when their great Leader comes. ** Him that 
overcometh," He says, " will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he shall go no more out, 
and I will write upon him the name of my God» 
and the name of the city of my God, which is 
new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven 
from my God ; and I will write upon him my 
new name»" Rev. iii. 12. What that new name is we 
cannot exactly tell ; but it will be a great name, 
for Jesus was foreshadowed by Abraham in this among 
other things, beings because of His humiliation for us^ 
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" higblj exalted," and receiving " a name which is 
above every name, that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things in 
earth, and things under the earth," Phil. ii. 9, 10. 

4. A blessing to others. Of all the Old Testament 
saints this office peculiarly belongs to Abraham. In 
him — that is, in his experience— «11 subsequent genera- 
tions of men are invited to find comfort and instruc- 
tion. Here we discover God's method of ^^ taking out 
of the world a people for His name," Acts xv. 14, 
not according to their works of righteousness, but to 
His own purpose and grace," 2 Tim. i, 9, Tit. iii. 5. 
We learn, too, the nature of saving faith : the object of 
that faith — redemption by Christ: and its expectation — 
the inheritance of the saints. We contemplate in him, 
also, the deportment of the saints who must ever con- 
sider themselves ** strangers and pilgrims in the earth," 
and feel that ** here they have no continuing city, but 
must seek one to come," Heb. xiii. 14. They who 
study closely the history of Abraham will be surprised 
to learn to what an extent he has been made a blessing 
to mankind, and in this respect he comes the nearest 
of all men to the Saviour whom he loved, whom he 
typified, and whom, through his posterity, he intro- 
duced into the world. Of Him it is written, with tran- 
scendant appropriation, '* His name shall endure for 
ever ; his name shall be continued as long as the sun, 
and men shall be blessed in him ; all nations shall call 
him blessed," Ps. Ixxii. 17, and in our humbler walk, 
reader, you and I should be blessings to those around 
us ; and blessings we are, unless, like the barren fig- 
tree, we are " cumberers of the ground," Luke xiii. 7. 
Every professing Christian is either a blessing or a 
curse in his generation ; — a blessing if he is true 
to Christ — a curse if he is false to Him and to the 
religion he professes. O, let us remember that the 
** ground that beareth thorns and briers," though 
watered with the rain from heaven, ** is nigh unto 
cursing, whose end is to be burned," Heb. vi. 8. 

5. A criterion of godliness or ungodliness in others : 
" I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him 
that curseth thee." God was pleased to make Abra- 
ham and his posterity a transcript, as it weve^ of H\& 
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plans and purposes in Christ. The patriarch wa& His 
pattern saint — his standard of gospel power and pri- 
vilege. To attain to the spiritual stature of Abraham 
should be to inherit Abraham's blessing : to fall short 
of it — to continue under the curse — that i^ "they 
who were of faith were to be blessed with faithful 
Abraham," Gal. iii. 9 ; but all outstanding unbelievers, 
who would not be grafted into his stock, should natu- 
rally continue in a state of condemnation. Jacob is 
afterwards made the channel of a blessing and a curse 
to others, Gen. xxvii. 29, and God subsequently con- 
ferred this high distinction upon the whole family of 
Israel, Num. xxiy. 9. There is little difficulty in 
apprehending the meaning of this : Abraham, Jacob, 
the Israelites, were the chosen objects of God's 
favour, and as such, were made signs to the world of 
His gracious interpositions in the affairs of men and 
the manner of them. Those, therefore, who blessed 
them, blessed the traces of His Divine presence and 
workmanship — the features of His fatherly counte- 
nance ; and by doing so, they would prove that His 
Spirit directed their tastes and judgments ; and this 
must be a blessing in itself. On the contrary, the 
contumely which fell on them would be aimed at Him 
whom they represented, and would argue a spirit of 
hostility to the great Regenerator of mankind, which 
is itself a curse, and the "evident token of perdition " 
to those who possessed it, Phil. i. 28. 

This rule of Divine judgment is by no means obso- 
lete at the present hour. Those in whose favour it 
was originally propounded still exist. Abraham, Jacob, 
and the Israelites, yet offer themselves to the friend- 
ship or hostility of the world — they reflect His image, 
and exemplify " the goodness and severity of God " — 
they shew that "the gifts and calling of, God are 
without repentance," Eom. xi. 22, 29. Their history 
proves that God hates sin, but loves the sinner, and 
that He is faithful to His chosen ones ; that " though 
for a small moment He may seem to forsake them, yet 
with great mercies will He gather them," Is. liv. 7. 
Wo, therefore, to those who will injure them, for 
" he that toucheth them, toucheth the apple of His 
e/e," Zech. ii. 8 ; for not ovA^ «tft iViey dear to Him^ 
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1)ut thej proclaim His unwavering faithfulness to the 
universe. Tl^ough many and grievous their provoca- 
tions of His wrath — though gross their ingratitude and 
inveterate their ungodliness, He continues true to His 
promises — He still watches over His people with 
tender solicitude, and still '* the promise is sure to all 
the genuine seed of Abraham." '' I am the Lord," 
He says, " I change not, therefore ye sons of Jacob 
are not consumed;" Malachi iii. 6 ; and if He who has 
Teceived such provocations at their hands has, *' for 
His name's sake," spared and even cherished them, 
will He suffer their fellow-sinners to wound and bruise 
them with impunity ? No : He has never done so. 
"Where are the Edomites, the Moabites, the Midianites, 
the Philistines, the Assyrians, the Babylonians, the 
Tyrians, the Zidonians, and many more who confederated 
against Israel? — who said, '* Come, let us cut them off 
from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be no 
more in remembrance,*' Ps. Ixxxiii. 4, &c. God hath 
** given to them according to their deeds, and ac* 
cording to the wickedness of their endeavours." Ps. 
zzviii. 4. And thus it shall be with all the enemies 
of Israel ; for Jehovah says to His people, *^ I will 
feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh, and 
they shall be drunken with their own b]ood as with 
iweet wine, and all flesh shall know that I the Lord 
am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One 
of Jacob,'* Is. xlix. 26 ; and the reason which He 
gives for His judgments upon the ancient adversaries 
of His people, is well worthy of our serious attention : 
^' I am very sore displeased with the heathen that are 
at ease ; for I was but a little displeased, and they 
helped forward the affliction," Zech. i. 15. The great 
offence of these nations being, that they supposed it 
possible that the God of Israel could be unfaithful to 
His promises, and, notwithstanding His covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, look on with indifference 
while attempts were made to destroy them. No : the 
character of a covenant-keeping God is bound up with 
the preservation and ultimate prosperity of the Jewish 
nation ; and cursed must those be who would dis- 
parage that character, by attempting to imperil either 
the one or the other ; and on the other handt they 
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who pray for, and seek to promote ** the peace of 
Jerusalem," shall secure the blessing of Him who says 
to His chosen nation, " They shall prosper that love 
thee,'* Ps. cxxii. 6. 

6. The channel of a world-wide blessing — " In thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed/' Abraham 
and his posterity were taken from, and were not to be 
reckoned among the nations," Num. sxiii. 9. Yet 
bad all nations of the earth, without being aware of it 
for centuries, the deepest interest in the fortunes of 
God's chosen people, for whatever mercies the Creator 
had in store for an enslaved and afflicted world, they 
were not to reach it otherwise tban through them ; 
and this is the key to all the Divine dispensations 
with which they have been visited since the call of 
their forefather Abraham. God had need of them 
as an exposition of His purposes and plans for the 
regeneration of mankind at large, and to exemplify 
those Divine attributes which were peculiarly to be 
called into exercise in their accomplishment. He has 
stamped His own image on every page of their his- 
tory, and to whatever incident in that history we tarn, 
we find it but some new illustration of the character, 
the office, and the glory of Jehovah Jesus. To the 
least enlightened perception it must be manifest, that 
Christ is the end or object of the whole Jewish eco- 
nomy — that from Abraham, who ''saw His day and 
was glad," John viii. 56, to the ultimate destruction 
of Jerusalem and dispersion of the Jews, '* because 
they knew not the time of their visitation," Luke xix. 
44. He was the centre round which all their provi- 
dences revolved. He was *' the first and the last " of 
their existence as a people. The great doctrine of 
justification by faith alone in Him, and its kindred 
doctrine — election by grace — are written in living and 
eternal characters on the call of Abraham — '* Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was accounted unto him for 
righteousness," Gen. xv. 6, Rom. iv. 3. As we pro- 
ceed further in his history, we shall find that the 
coming Redeemer was the object of Abraham's faith, 
and the rejection of Jesus as the Messiah or anointed 
Deliverer of God's people by those whom He came 
to 8&ve has been the iruvlM ^ouiee of all the cala* 
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mities which have been visited on them from the day 
of His first appearance to the present hour. Between 
those two events there lies a wide field of Christian 
enquiry and instruction, which is equaUy demonstra- 
tive of the purposes in Christ Jesus which the sepa- 
ration and history of the Israelites were appointed to 
serve. 

Of Abraham also and his posterity, " as concerning 
the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed 
for ever," Rom. ix. 5, and He is " a light to lighten 
the Gentiles," as well as "the glory of God's people 
Israel," Lu. ii. 32. This fact, in which we have so 
deep an interest — that the promised Messiah should 
visit the Gentiles with His salvation as well as the 
Jews — was a mystery to the latter for many ages, and 
even the AposUes, as we know, for some years after 
our Lord's ascension, did not receive it ; but, blessed 
be God, that great fact was at length " revealed unto 
His holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit," namely, 
** that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ 
by the gospel," £ph. iii. 5, 6, To the Jews first, how. 
ever, He ofifered Himself, and was by them, as a nation, 
rejected — "He came to His own, and His own re- 
ceived Him not," John i. 1 1. Yet during His sojourn 
on earth did He most consistently restrict His labours 
and blessings to the children of Abraham, declaring 
that He was " not sent but unto the lost sheep of the 
house of Israel," Mat. xv. 24. And when He sent 
out His disciples to preach. He warned them — " Go 
not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of 
the Samaritans enter ye not : but go rather to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel," Mat. x. 5, 6. This was, 
however, merely to give God's ancient people the prece- 
dence which appeared due to the distinction which He 
had put upon them, for the Lord Himself afterwards 
showed, that according to the Scriptures, " Repentance 
and remission of sins should be preacned in His name 
among all nations, beginning" however, He adds, " at 
Jerusalem," Luke xxiv. 47; and the apostles after- 
wards well understood this, as we see from what Paul 
and Barnabas said to the Jews of Antioch in Pisidia, 
"It was necessary that the woid ot Qiodi ^o\i\.^%« 
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have been spoken to you, but seeing ye put it from 
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everhtsting hfe, 
lo,wetum to the Gentiles," Acts xiii. 46. So they turned 
accordingly. Thus, as St. Paul tellsus, *' The fall of them 
was the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them 
the riches of the Gentiles," Rom* xi. 1 2. In our cal. 
culation of the debt of gratitude which we owe to 
Abraham and his family, we must not omit the fact, 
that the Church of Clu*ist to which, as beUevers in 
Him, we profess to belong, is built upon the founda- 
tion of the apostles and prophets, £ph. ii. 20 — that is, 
upon their testimony, and they were all of the stock of 
Israel. Thus, in various points of view, it can be 
shown, that in Abraham, ^' all the £unilie8 of the earth 
have been blessed." 

But the obligation on our part is by no means ex- 
hausted. £ven now are we Gentiles reaping rich bles- 
sings from the testimony borne to the truth of God 
not only by the Jewish Scriptures, but by the Jewish 
dispersion. In the face of every Jew we recognise the 
righteousness and faithfulness of God — ^righteous in 
His judgments — ^faithful to His promises. Israel has 
indeed become '^ an astonishment, a proverb, and a 
bye-word among all nations whither the Lord has led 
them," Deut. xxviii; 37. Yet has *' He made a full 
end of many of the nations, (and will soon make an 
end of all) '' whither He has driven them, but He has 
not made a full end of them," Jer. xlvi. 26. *' This 
is the Lord's doing and it is marvellous in our eyes," 
Ps. cxviii. 23. But the time is coming when this 
long afflicted and despised people will be the channel 
of|Still more copious streams of blessing to the nations 
of the earth. *' It shall come to pass in the last day 
that the mountain of the Lord's house shall be estab. 
lished in the top of the mountains, and shall be ex- 
alted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it," 
Is. ii. 2, That time is yet to come. Israel is the Lord's 
house, and you and I, brethren, will be entitled to 
join ourselves to it only in virtue of being Christ's 
people, that is, '' Abraham's seed, and heirs according 
to the promise," Gal. iii. 29. 
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** Bo Ahram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto 
him ; and Lot went with him ; and Ahram was 
seventy and five years old when he departed out of 
Maran, And Ahram took Sarai his wife, and Lot 
his hrother^s son, and all their suhstance that they had 
gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in Haran ; 
and th^y went forth to go into the land of Cjtnaan ; 
and into the land of Canaan they came. And ths 
Canaanite was then in the land. And the Lord ap- 
peared unto Ahram, and said. Unto thy seed will I 
give this land ; and there builded he an altar unto the 
Ijordy who appeared unto him." 

*' And Ahram journeyed, going on still toward the south. 
And there was a famine in the land ; and Ahram 
went down into Egypt to sojourn there ; for the famine 
was grievous in the land '* — Gen. zii. 4 — 7, 9, 10. 

Abrau "did the will of his heavenly Father," Mat 
zxi. 31 ; for when he was called to go out into a place 
which he should after receive for an inheritance, he 
obeyed, and went out not knowing whither he went,** 
Heb. xi. 8. This, we are told, was the triumph of 
faith— -of faith in the promises of God, based on His 
•* eternal purpose which He had purposed in Christ 
Jesus," Eph. iii. 1 1. He did not say, '' I go, and 
went not;" but the sacred historian, having told us of 
Jehovah's command to him to remove from his country 
and kindred to the land that He would shew him, 
adds, *^ So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken 
to him." No one could more highly appreciate the 
comforts of home — the attractions of country and 
kindred — the ties of friendship ; but he was told of 
Jesus and of His coming day : he " saw it N«\llk 1\\^ ^^^ 
ofMtb, and rejoiced,*' John v\u, 50. lieii^e^ ''*' w^x^ 
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of these earthly things moved him," Acts xx. 24. He 
was '* content to suffer the loss of all, and counted 
them but dung that he might win Christ," Phil. iii. 8. 
This was the faith which, we are told, ** was counted to 
him for righteousness," Rom. iv. 3 — not the act of 
obedience which it produced ; but the confidence in 
God's promises which it evidenced. He believed, 
and, therefore, he obeyed. The faith which pleased 
God, and ** without which it is impossible to please 
Him," Heb. xi. 6, was proved to be genuine because 
it was fruitful. It was a working, not a speaking 
faith. God said. Renounce ail things which you con- 
sider good, and come with me and I will give you 
what is far better. Abraham might, as many do, have 
trusted rather to his own eye than to God's word ; 
but he did just the reverse — " He went out " from 
the things which attracted his natural eye, and reached 
forth to the offers of Divine love, PhiL iii. 1 3. In so 
doing, he " walked by faith and not by sight," 2 Cor. 
V. 7 ; and so he came to be called " the friend of 
God," Jas. ii. 23. And thus, my fellow-sinners, your 
part and mine in the great salvation provided for a 
guilty world in the Lord Jesus Christ, depends upon 
the confidence which we repose in Him who hais called 
us to be saints. The world in which we live is agree- 
able to our carnal tastes ; but He has prepared for us 
'* in heaven a better and an enduring substance," 
Heb. X. 34. To renounce the one and to pursue the 
other is His command to us, and our highest interest; 
but as long as we trust our own senses rather than His 
promises, we shall not take that step ; but this is the 
proof which God requires of our faith, and of our 
sense of His love — if we give not this, how can we be 
children of Abraham, or partakers of that faith and 
patience by which he and his fellow-saints inherited 
the promises? Heb. vi. 12: they forsook all and 
followed Christ, Mat. xix. 27. Shall we cling lo the 
world and give Christ only fair words, and yet expect 
to share their everlasting portion ? The idea is absurd. 
He says, '* Them that honour me I will honour, and 
they that despise me abaVV b^ \\gj\tly esteemed," I 
Sam, ii, 30, 

Abram had two calU ftom Q;o^\i^W^\i^T^v3ti^. 
the laud of Canaau— one Vu\i\axv^W^^^^l^'''^^^^^ 
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Chaldees,*' when he, his wife Sarai, his aged father 
Terah, and his nephew Lot, the son of his brother 
Haran, went forth towards Canaan, but, doubtless by 
Divine appointment, stopped at a place called Haran 
or Charran, as Stephen called it. Acts vii. 2, 4, where 
they resided, it is supposed, about five years, untd the 
death of Terah, when God, by another call, summoned 
the survivors into the land of Canaan, whither they 
immediately proceeded, Abram being then seventy- 
five years old, his wife ten years younger, and both 
childless. Their first resting-place in the country of 
their adoption was the plain of Moreh, where God 
appeared to Abram, and now for the first time in- 
formed him that *^ unto his seed He would give that 
land,'* although, as we are significantly told, *' the Ca- 
naanite was then in the land'' — that is, it was occu- 
pied by the Canaanites, who, of course, should be 
removed to make way for God's chosen family. On 
hearing this agreeable intelligence, Abram built an 
altar to the Lord on the plain where He had appeared 
to him. Here let us pause and reflect : 

1. How strange it must have appeared to Abram 
and those who were with him that having passed so 
many years of their lives in a state of peaceful retire- 
ment, never probably having removed any distance 
from home, they must now become wanderers in the 
earth, sojourning among strangers to whom they would 
seem as intruders, and whose manners and customs 
must be foreign to their habits and tastes. How con- 
tinually must they have felt that they were not at home 
— no familiar faces greet them on their arrival — no 
kind welcome sounds in their ears. They are proba- 
bly looked upon with suspicion, for it is soon per- 
ceived that Abram, though in the land, is not of it — 
that he differs from the people around him in religion, 
language^ and manner of life, and does not seem dis- 
posed to accommodate himself to the moral or social 
atmosphere of the people among whom he has come. 
On the other hand, he quickly discovers that he must 
dwell apart from those by whom he is surrounded, for 
he has duties, and feelings, and hopes, with which they 
cannot sympathize — ^indeed, which lYvey evci\iQ\.\ixA«t- 
stand. They are in the state ot igtioxaxie^ ^xA '\^<^- 
^tij from which he, by the gxace oi GodL,\i»a \i^«^ 
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brought out — they are " in the gall of bitterness and 
in the bond of iniquity,*' Acts viii. 23, from which bis 
heavenly Father has rescued him : ''righteousness, 
therefore, can have no fellowship with unrighteousness 
— flight can have no communion with darkness," 2 
Cor. vi. 14. 

But not more strange than was this change of life to 
Abram is the ''newness of life," Rom. vi. 4, in 
which all converts to the religion of the cross choose 
to walk, when they come out from amongst the 
world -worshippers to whose party they formerly be- 
longed. In their state of ignorance and apathy they 
were considerably at ease, and cared for none of the 
things which God has revealed regarding Himself and 
His purposes. But the voice of the Beloved sum. 
moned them forth to a place in His glorious arrange* 
ments, then ''old things passed away, and all things 
became new," 2 Cor. v. 17. The world and its people, 
but recently so familiar and acceptable to their view, 
now begin to wear a strange and repulsive aspect- 
scenes that once looked gay arc now turned from with 
disgust; and the pursuits of those around, that but re- 
cently appeared rational and becoming, surprise 
and pain them by the absence in them of all reference 
to Him who to them is " the chiefest among ten thou- 
samd," Canticles v. 10. They see men and women 
living, and labouring, and growing old, without any con- 
straining interest in Jesus or Ilis coming glory — dying 
pleasures ai:d perishing wealth clung to wiih avidity 
by those who might have life and unsearchable riches 
that would know no end — sins indulged and camal- 
mindedness cultivated by the professors of a creed 
that exacts holiness of life and of heart ; and they 
cannot feel at home amid such anomalies — they are 
strangers and foreigners to the contented dwellers in 
the earth, and the latter are strangers and foreigners 
to them. No wonder that the " called of God and 
sanctified " should be distasteful and suspicious to the 
subjects of the prince of this world — no wonder that 
feelings of dislike should often be expressed to them 
evea inove forcibly than by words. " Marvel not, my 
brethren^'* says St. John to \\\a ^vj\\o^-C\vx\%v\^\Yi,**it 
the world bate vou," \ 3o\\n\\\.\^. Owt \^cv\i!). ^%«v^!Mii, 
the cause '* If ye were oIl iVie viotV^A^'^ ^^x\^ h^^v^ 
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love his own, but because ye are not of the world, but 
I have taken you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you,'* John xv. 19. As long as God's chosen 
cnes went with the multitude they enjoyed general 
favour, but when they came out they were made to 
feel that they had left that, with other things, behind 
them. Henceforth, like their Divine Master, they are 
in the world, but not of it — their citizenship is in 
heaven, Phil. iii. 20. 

2. It is well worthy of note, too, that Abram, even 
after he had reached the land of Canaan, continued to 
remove from place to place without constructing for 
himself any permanent habitation, or fixing his resi- 
dence in any particular spot. To this the Apostle ad- 
verts when he says, '^By faith he sojourned in the 
land of promise, as in a strange country, dwelling in 
tabernacles, with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
of the same promise," Heb. xi. 9, that is, choosing to 
give his different resting-places as temporary a cha- 
racter as possible, doubtless with the object of repre* 
senting to himself and to posterity that, although in 
the very land of promise, he and his family were as 
yet mere sojourners, for "the Canaanite was yet in 
the land,'* and the two parties could not have perma- 
nent occupation of it at the same time. The children 
of Satan had their turn now, and their term was ap- 
pointed, during which they must not be disturbed, so 
much so, that until their times are fulfilled, Abram, al- 
though heir of all, must not be given of the land " so 
much as to set his foot on," Acts vii. 5. 

How striking the resemblance here between Abram 
and his great descendant, Jesus Christ, and Christ's 
spiritual kindred. Consider the case of Jesus first : 
He left His Father's bosom and came into the world 
— that world was His, for He had created it and all 
things therein : and He came, moreover, with full 
notice ; for, during several preceding centuries. His 
servants the prophets, and Moses His great type and 
representative, had announced His intended visit to 
earth in language that could not be mistaken by those 
to whom it was addressed, see Ps. ii. 7, Acts xiii. 33, 
Deut. xviii. lo, Acts iii. 22. And ^et viYi^ti'^^^ c^^^si'^^ 
He found Himaelt' treated like an a\\eu atid. wi o\sXti%aX* 
AtUia birch, '*£ie was iaidia aiixanget,>ae^«a«^x5aKtm 
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was no room for Him in the inn,*' Luke ii. 7. Bemoving 
from the city of His nativity, Bethlehem of Judea, 
He was brought up at Nazareth of Galilee, and when 
the period for the fulfilment of His Divine mission 
arrived, and He addressed Himself in the language of 
truth and faithfulness to His townsmen, they " were 
filled with rage, and rose up and thrust Him out of 
the city, and led Him unto the brow of the hill whereon 
their city was built, that they might cast Him down 
headlong," Luke iv. 28, 29. From that moment He 
became a wanderer, passing from city to city, and 
village to village, throughout Judea, Samaria, and 
Galilee — traversing roads — ascending mountains- 
crossing and recrossing the lake of Tiberias or Gen- 
nesareth: preaching every where — sometimes in the 
temple at Jerusalem or in the street — sometimes in the 
fields and vineyards — sometimes on the hillside or the 
mountain top, where, also, He not unfrequently passed 
whole nights in prayer — sometimes in the synagogues 
or the cities throughout the country — in short, where- 
ever the spiritually sick were to be found, there the 
gracious self-denying Physician was present to heal; to 
whatever point the sheep wandered, the untiring 
Shepherd directed His steps to lead them back ; and 
all this time the very beasts of the earth were better 
housed than He, their Creator and Provider. ** The 
foxes," said He, '^ have holes, and the birds of the air 
have nests, but the Son of Man hath not where to lay 
His head," Mat. viii. 20. In every sense He was a 
stranger and a pilgrim ; this world was not His home, 
and could not be His rest. Were it possible for Him 
to forget "the glory which He had with His Father 
before the world was," John xvii. 5, and to desire a 
permanent abode on earth. His intelligent creatures-^ 
those whom He had come to seek and save — would not 
suffer it. Everywhere '* He was despised and rejected 
of men — their faces were hidden from Him," Is. liii, 3, 
and from the manner in which He speaks of the cities 
" wherein most of His mighty works were done," Mat. 
xi. 20, we have reason to believe that in those places 
He was treated with much personal scorn and neglect* 
Like Noah's dove wViicYi \xe sexiX. iot^k Itwxi ^Qo«i %.\Vl^ 
the Prince of Peace found no Tft%\. o\i ^«sO\ i«t ^^ 
»ole of His foot, and attei Kv^ taS\s5Wi^^ %^wsja ul 
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weariness and pain, He was fain to fly back to the 
shelter from which He had gone forth on His mission 
of enquiry and restoration. 

And as Jesus was, so are His people in this world, 
I John iv. 17. Here they must feel *' they have no 
continuing city,*' Heb. xiii. 14. "This is not their 
rest," Micah ii. 10. They have learned something 
regarding the present state of things which deprives 
it of that attraction which it once possessed, and they 
have been informed of a city " which hath founda- 
tions whose builder and maker is God," Heb. xi. 10^ 
which animates them with new desires and expecta- 
tions in reference to their future prospects. My 
friends, this is the practical test of our interest in 
Jesus. We know, from His own assertion of the fact, 
that " His kingdom is not of this world," John xviii. 
36 ; but His kingdom is what we are seeking, and 
what we daily pray may soon come, and thus we 
signify that we are not content with a state of things 
which, to say the least, is not under His Headship ; 
but of which we may with justice affirm, that it repu- 
diates His authority. If we are His people, we cannot 
belong to a Christless system, and although in the 
world, must feel, and make it obvious to others, that 
we are here only *^ as wayfaring men that turn aside 
to tarry for anight," Jer. xiv. 8, awaiting, with believ- 
ing confidence, the dawning of that glorious day when 
*' ihe kingdoms of this world shall become the king- 
dom of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall 
reign for ever and ever," Be v. xi. 15, 

3. Abram had gone out from his native country, 
** not knowing whither he went," Heb. xi. 8. He 
was quite content to dwell in whatever land God 
shewed him, assured of His presence with him there. 
The consequence was, that no sooner had he arrived 
in the land of Canaan, than "Jehovah appeared to 
him, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land," 
verse 7. This was the first announcement which the 
patriarch had received of the purpose for which he 
had been brought out of his own land : it now appeared 
that it was that he should receive a promise for him- 
self and hia posterity of the \nVxet\\A\wi^ >wW\\. ^ss. 
^'Seeing God had marked out £or lYiem — ^^^XY^'^vKafc 
was to be Abram *s only portion ^vxat iiO^> «».xA. ^^ ^^ 
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his deacendants for centuries to come. Two great 
difficulties lay in the way of the fulfilment of this 
promise : 

(1.) The Canaanites, a numerous and warlike 
people, had then possession of the country, and, to 
all appearance, they would not become less numerous 
or powerful ; while Abram's whole family and retinue 
did not amount, probably, to a score of persons, who, 
multiplying only as the nativesof the country multiplied, 
must ever be left at a vast distance behind in point of 
numbers ; and, following the peaceful occupation of 
shepherds, would seem, even if other things were 
equal, to lack the military skill and boldness which 
successful invaders of the territory of others require. 
(2.) But added to this was the fact that Abram was 
childless, and himself and his wife were ^^well stricken 
in years,'* so that it would appear that they had ceased 
even to hope for a family. Uow, then, could the land 
be given to his seed ? Here was a trial of faith even 
more severe than the other. Abram might, by the 
accumulation of wealth, and by the consequent attach- 
ment to his person of a large number of servants and 
retainers, become, in process of time, a great chief, 
and a formidable rival to the native princes, and even 
with the aid of foreign alliances, succeed at length in 
wresting the government of the country out of their 
hands. While there was nothing contrary to the 
ordinary course of events in this, nature itself forbade 
the accomplishment of the promise that his descendants 
should possess the laud. In believing this, he ex- 
hibited the triumph of faith which has made his name 
illustrious. God had said it, and ** Abram believed 
God,** in spite of every suggestion of reason, of 
nature, and of experience. " He staggered not at the 
promise of God through unbelief, but was strong in 
faith, giving glory to God,** Rom. iv. 20. No wonder 
that such a faith was *' counted unto him for righteous, 
ness." 

Step by step the history of Abram leads us to Jesus. 

The patriarch received the promise of the inheritance 

on hia entrance into the scene of his present pilgrim- 

age^ and future glory. It vaa ^vx% ^\^^^. \«\v^\v xSa^ 

Rtber said to the Son, ^^TVvou w\. m^ ^oti, >\\v% ^^ 

have I begotten thee,*' He ad^ift^^ "^ N»V ^S. m%^ 
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ADd I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy pos- 
session," Ps. ii. 7, 8. And what was the state of the 
world when the Son of God was introduced into it I 
Did not the whole of it lie in the wicked one ? 1 John 
V. 19. Was he not the prince of it, and were not all 
men, from one end of the earth to the other, his willing 
slaves and instruments ? — even the people whom God 
had chosen for Himself, yet who, in the end, shewed 
their true colours, by "crucifying the Lord of glory?" 
1 Cor. ii. 8. And why did they '* catch Him and kill 
Him ?" Because He was the heir; and, instigated by 
Satan, they would seize on his inheritance, Mat. xxi. 
38. How clearly does the Divine victim Himself ex- 
plain the matter. His title to a world-wide sove- 
reignty was the cause of the almost universal hostility 
with which His appearance on earth was encountered 
— ** His citizens bated Him," and *' would not have 
Him to reign over them," Luke xix. 14. Instigated 
by the prince of darkness, whom they preferred to 
serve, ** they lay in wait for His soul, the mighty were 
gathered against Him, not for His transgression, nor 
for His sin," Ps. lix. 3, but simply because He said He 
was the Son of God and the King of Israel, see John 
xix. 7, 12 — titles hateful to man's betrayer and mur- 
derer, for they augured man*s deliverance from his 
infernal sway, and the overthrow of his earthly domi- 
nion. To prevent, if possible, these two dreaded 
events, he stirred up the hearts of his besotted victims 
against their only Friend and Benefactor, and because 
they did not ** know the things which belonged unto 
their peace," Luke xix. 42, they joined the great 
usurper against Him; and so utterly hopeless appeared 
His pretensions that, at the hour of His trial and judg- 
ment, no man stood with Him, but even His disciples 
" forsook Him and fled," Mat. xxvi. 56, 

Never, however, was the Son of the Highest nearer 
the throne which He had come into the world to win 
and to receive than when the malice of His enemies 
seemed to be most triumphant. As He hung upon the 
cross, the accusation set over His head, "in Hebrew, 
and Greek, and Latin," was, **Tlm\% 5^^Vka\N\ft^\^^ 
of the Jews " — a title offensive to \.\ve ^^>«^,>a>aX.^\cL^^ 
Pilate, their heathea govexaor, dec\ax^^, va. ^^^^'^'^^^^'^ 
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mysterious language, his determinatioa to retaia-«» 
*' What I have written I have written," — as if under 
the power of a Divine impulse which he could nol 
jresist ; and this title was read by thousands from dif- 
ferent countries and of various languages, who were 
then congregated in Jerusalem at the feast of the Pass- 
over. To all who read it then, it appeared nothing 
more than a somewhat obscure intimation of the 
crime for which the crucified One was suffering ; but 
O, with what intense interest would they have gazed 
upon it had they known that He over whose bead it 
appeared was truly the Son of God, and the inhe- 
ritor of a kingdom that should ** fill the whole earth"— 
which should *' break in pieces and consume all other 
kingdoms and stand for ever," Dan. ii. 44, and that 
their only hope of an entrance into that kingdom de- 
pended on the very humiliation and sufferings which 
seemed to them to render His pretensions to be a king 
at all supremely contemptible and ridiculous, see Mat. 
xxvii. 42. It is remarkable that the only person to 
whom an intelligent and sanctifying apprehension of 
our Lord*s exalted rank, notwithstanding His present 
•abasement, seems to have been at that time vouch- 
safed was the penitent thief, who intreated to be re- 
membered by Him when He came into (or more pro- 
perly in) His kingdom, and the reply of the suffering 
Eedeemer plainly indicates that such a recognition ci 
Him is what He seeks in those who are to " be with Him 
in Paradise." Satan, as usual with those who attempt 
to be crafty against God, outwitted himself, for he in- 
stigated the Jews to '^ fulfil the Scriptures in con- 
demning" Jesus, Actsxiii. 27, and so in the sufferings 
cf the cross to lay the foundation of that kingdom of 
righteousness which was to overturn his own. Thus, 
both in the case of Abram and Christ, are we taught 
that ** God's thoughts are not our thoughts, nor His 
ways our ways," Is. Iv. 8; but that "known unto Him 
are all His works, from the beginning of the world," 
Acts XV. 18, and **His counsel shall stand, and He 
will do all His pleasure," Is. xlvi. 10. 

The fact hard to be believed under the circuoK 
stances that Abram should bave ^ ^o^^^xVj \.o ^^c^^ak^^ 
the promised land, ftnd& \V.a covm\.eTv«t\. vcv >i^^ w^- 
^fcted result af the oflEervng^ n^\i\g^ V^^ ^^^^xas;*^ 
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made for sin, namely, that " He should see His seed," 
Is. liii. 10, that is, that He should surround Himself 
with a holy family, horn in His image, partaking of 
His nature, and ascrihing their new hirth to Him. 
Now, this was impossible previous to his death and 
resurrection, as He tells us Himself: " Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, except a corn of wheat fall into the 
ground and die, it abideth alone : but if it die, it 
bringeth forth much fruit,'* John xii. 24. The mem- 
bers of His family must be children of God ; but the 
whole posterity of Adam had renounced the Divine 
paternity, and passed into the family of the old 
serpent, whose image they took, and whose hatred to 
God they participated. The effect of this was seen 
in their treatment of the Son of God, whom, on His 
arrival among them, they should have recognised as a 
brother beloved, but whom they repulsed with every 
expression of contempt and abhorrence. Out of such 
materials, where was He to gather a holy seed ? The 
difficulty appeared as insurmountable as in the case of 
Abram ; but Jesus knew that He was the appointed 
Head of a new human family which should inherit the 
earth, and that every member of it must be born 
again of water and of the Spirit — " not of blood, nor 
of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God," John iii. 3, i. 13. This, to man, must be a 
great mystery, but God had undertaken it, and Jesus, 
in the full conviction of its accomplishment, *' saw of 
the travail of His soul and was satisfied," Is. liii. 11. 

** Now we, brethren in Christ, as Isaac was, are the 
children of promise," Gal. iv. 28. We must, in life 
and in position, differ from the children pf earth, 
who are yet in their sins, and who are content to live 
^^ without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
having no hope and without God in the world," £ph. 
li. 12. And there was a time when we had no better 
state or prospects ; but '* in Christ Jesus we, who 
sometime were far off, are made niffh by the blood of 
Christ," verse 13. How, then, should we conduct 
ourselves as God's elect children ? " Wkat \x\a.\!LVKt 
of persona ought we to be ia aWVicA'^ ^otwNct^aXNsji^ 
and godliaeaSf looking for and ViaaXAXi^uxiVo ^^ c.wfiL>Xi% 
ttftbe day of God ?" 2 Peter \u. U, V2L ^ern^^s^^^ •• 
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brethren, that we are *' heirs of God and joint beir» 
with Christ," Rom. viii. 17. We have been born to 
a rich inheritance, which our dear Elder Brother has 
redeemed from the spoiler at the price of His own 
blood. " What have vve, therefore, to do any more 
with idols," Hos. xiv. 8, the idols of earthly gain and 
earthly gratification? We have found Him ** ia 
whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge," Col. ii. 3. Here let us rest, and feel *' per- 
suaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord," Rom. viii. 
38, 39. O, the wretchedness of those who have no 
"inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God," 
Eph. v. />, who aspire after nothing better than '* this 
present evil world," Gal. i. 4, and who, while the 
great King is gathering His people from all ranks and 
orders of men around them, and the manifest sounds 
and sights of preparation for His coming glory affright 
the nations, and summon the most careless to re- 
flection, nevertheless determine to withstand Him to 
the last, and exclude themselves from '* the kingdom 
prepared for the saints from the foundation of the 
world," Mat. xxv. 34. O, my friends, God asks you 
with all a tender Father's solicitude, *' Why will ye 
die ?" Ezek. xviii. 31. His Son must triumph — ^His 
kingdom must be established — and the time is coming 
when He will send His angels, and ** gather out of it 
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity," Mat 
xiii. 41. , And where will you be, ye pleasure wor- 
shippers — ^ye slaves of wealth, rank, earthly esteem ? 
If the righteous scarcely be saved '* in that tremendous 
day," "where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?" 
1 Peter iv. 18; and if ye now reject the offered ad- 
vocacy and protection of God's beloved Son, to what 
mediator, to what saviour, will ye flee when the trumpet 
sounds to judgment ? 

4. God's gifts are to be employed in His service ; SD 

Abram understands it, aud vVveTeVote^viacuediately upom 

receiving the promise ol Caua-Au^ot V\^ v^^\atvV5^\» 

proceeds to consecrate \t to VV\e l^ox^, vi\vv> Vv^^ «j. 

peared to him, and buMa a\i a\v^r ovi v^oa v^^VHi^on 
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be had received the Divine communication. To this 
pious work be addresses himself in all his subsequent 
sojournings, thereby-— 

(I .) " Acknowledging God in all his ways," Prov. iii. 
6, and confessing bis inability to direct his own steps, 
Jer. X. 23, and, of course, seeking a continuance of that 
Fatherly protection and guidance so necessary for him 
in a land of strangers and enemies to his faith. 

(2.) Dedicating himself and his household to the ser- 
vice of Him who had "called them out of darkness 
into His marvellous light," I Pet. ii. 9, and seeking to 
have the conviction continually present to their minds 
that they were a consecrated and " a peculiar people." 

(3.) Testifying of Jehovah to the idolaters around, 
among whom he desired that he and his people should 
••shine as lights," exposing and reproving "the un- 
fruitful works of darkness," Eph. v. 11, in which they 
were engaged, and warning them of the being and 
holiness of *' the living and true God," and inviting 
them to turn from idols to serve Him, 1 Thess. i. 9. 

(4.) Taking possession, as it were by anticipation, of 
the land of their adoption for Him who had chosen 
Zion, who had desired it for His habitation," Psalm 
cxxxiii. 13, and who would ultimately hallow its soil 
with His goings forth among the people of His love. 

And if Abram, ray friends, selected this as the most 
appropriate and acceptable mode of expressing his 
sense of Almighty love, and his confidence in the 
promises of the Most High, is not his example set 
forth for our edification, that we, who have so largely 
partaken of the blessings which He was appointed to 
represent, may know how we should signify our ac- 
quiescence in the Divine purposes, and our grateful 
acceptance of the eternal provision made for us in 
common with all the children of God ? Wherever our 
lot in this world may be cast, and whatever is our con- 
dition, we are taught that in Christ Jesus "all things 
are ours, whether Paul, or ApoUos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things present, or things to 
come — all are our's, and we are Christ's," 1 Cor. iii. 22. 
Here is a high as well as a holy callings aad ^^1 ^vi^ 
hnoiv how prone we are to forget U, ti^^ Vo i\\^^. 
down to the level of the ChrislVeaa, ^ot\Aot\^«a^ ««A 
hopeless masses around us, as thoug^Vi n<i^ N«et^ ^'aXxXxX"^ 
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interested ia coming glories as tbey are, or were as' 
much tossed about without compass, chart, or anchor, 
upon the billows of a dark, tempestuous world. 

We need continual monuments of a Father's love, 
and a heavenly Brother's unwearied sympathy^-we 
need to be daily and hourly reminded of our perils 
and our necessities while still within the enemy's 
territory ; and what father of a household, who feels 
thus for himself and the objects of his solicitude, will 
fail, as his first duty, to set up in that place which he 
chooses for his earthly sojourn, the family altar, an 
Ebenezer of grateful remembrance and acknowledge- 
ment of past Divine leadings, 1 Sam. vii. 12, and a 
medium of intercourse with Him who alone can make 
us *' not afraid for the terror by night, nor for the 
arrow that flieth by day, nor for the pestilence that 
walketh in darkness, nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noon-day,'' Ps. xci. 5, 6, where he can 
assemble the members of his household to offer up at 
least their morning and evening sacrifices of prayer 
and praise, and to drink in new spiritual life and 
energy at the fountain of heavenly love ? What house 
would a true follower of Jesus be willing to occupy 
unconsecrated to Him who has promised to be where 
His people are ? Mat. xxviii. 20. What domestic 
comforts would he be anxious to enjoy without the 
presence and blessing of a covenant God? What 
family arrangements could he expect would prosper 
over which He had not been invited to preside ? The 
believer occupies the spot of earth where his lot is 
cast^-not because he has chosen it for himself, but 
because his Father has placed him there ; the be- 
liever, although he constructs a habitation for himself, 
yet knows that '^ except the Lord build the house, 
they labour in vain that build it," Ps. cxxviL 1 ; the 
believer feels that whatever '' darkness covers the 
earth around him, and ^ross darkness the people," 
Is. Ix. 2, there is '* light m his dwelling," Ex. x. 23, 
and that that light has not come to him from the 
world, or from himself, but is the bright shining of 
'* the Sun of Righteousness," Mai. iv. 2, which has 
been vouchsafed especially to him; the believer is 
aware that light bas not been \ixi)^arted to him that he 
may ** cover it with a ve*%e\ ot ^\x\. '\\. xai^ei %. \iwlVl 

oar. 
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Luke viii. 16, but that he may set it in the most coB' 
•picuous place, that all who come into his house may 
see and enjoy it ; and lastly, the believer is assured 
that " the earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, 
the world and they that dwell therein," Ps. xxiv. 1, 
and however this great fact may be overlooked or 
denied by the dwellers about him, it is one which it is 
his highest interest to exemplify in the dedication of 
his house and family to the service of that God to 
whom both belong, and to whom the whole earth and 
its inhabitants shall yet be dedicated as a temple of 
eternal praise. 

And he raises his altar in the midst of his household 
that he and they may continually realize these great 
truths, and that, to themselves and others, they may 
statedly testify of ''the manner of love which the 
Father hath bestowed upon them, that they should be 
called the sons of God," 1 John iii. i. That altar, or 
its services, will not be to him a matter of cold and 
heartless formality — a practice which custom or fashion 
induces— a mere discipline of endurance, to be con- 
tracted to the smallest possible dimensions, and dis- 
patched with the utmost .speed. Moreover, the 
Christian will not do, nor suffer any of his household 
to do with his family worship what Rachel did with 
her father*s gods, when she put them in the camePs 
furniture, and sat upon them to conceal them from 
observation. Gen. xxxi. 34 ; she chose to have them, 
but was unwilling to be seen with them ; so is there, 
in some houses, a superstitious adherence to the forms 
of domestic godliness, which, however, are timorously 
concealed as soon as strangers enter, or withdrawn from 
view on occasions of social intercourse. A mingled 
sense of fear and shame — such as regulated Rachel's 
conduct — is the originator of this procedure so dis- 
honourable to God, and so indicative of the most 
melancholy self-delusion in matters of the highest 
moment on the part of those who adopt it. My 
friends, if our domestic services are distasteful to our- 
selves, is it not manifest that we have no real interest 
in Him whose worshippers we profess to be ? And if 
they are distasteful to our visitors, should we not feel 
that we are the more bound to maintain them in their 
iategritjr, in fkith/ulness to them and to Csod — to ^^\£^^ 



Weime it it maatfest that thej are igDorant of Him 
whom these aenrices reeogniae, and we know nol if 
through them ** Grod peradTentnre will gire them re- 
peotance to the acknowledgiDg of the troth,** 2 Tim. 
li. 25, and to God, inatmnch as thej testify to the graee 
which He has given us to be £uthful ^ in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse people, among which we riiine 
as hghts in the worid ?" Phil. ii. 15. 

Though Abram sets up his altars, and calls apoa the 

name of the Lord, while tbe Canaanites in hia De^;h- 

boorbood celebrate their heathen rites and serve their 

idols, he is not exempted any more than them from 

the afflictive visitations to which the land is snbject. 

As he journeys from Sichem to Moreh, and from 

Moreb to Bethel, and from Bethel towards the sooth, 

he and his family are overtaken by a £unine — and ** the 

famine was grievous in the land." Hitherto he had 

been getting over his pilgrimage, as it were, by easy 

stages, and as his flocks were increasing, and the 

country becoming more familiar to him, he began, 

perhaps, to think that his earthly lot, though painful 

in some of its features, might be made very tt^erable 

after all ; but his heavenly Father, who had hitherto 

carried him like a lamb in His arms— see Is. xL 11, 

because he was but a •' babe in Christ," 1 Cor. iiL 1— 

was now disposed to subject him to a severer trial of 

his faith than any he had yet encountered since his 

entrance into the promised land. Looking at the 

famine in this point of view, I am led to observe : 

!i' T^^^ * most precious opportunity was now af- 
forded to Abram to prove to the idolaters around 
him that his God was a God of providence as well as 
of grace, that He "opens His hand and satisfies the 
desire of every living thing," Ps. cxlv. 16— that there 
IS no want to them that fear Him. '* The young lions 
do lack and suffer hunger ; but they that seek the 
l.ord shall not want any good thing," Ps. xxxiv. 9, 10. 

JlZfi^ ^^"i* *° ^^"^^" ^""g ^^^" «"d all Knees 
CL?nH I «. servants were known to lift up their 

Uie heav I/'k ' '" "«J-^vering faith to their God in 
for trn?r!r '• ^'T ^"^P^atic would such a tesUmony 
9 I "^^'^^^^ have been. But— ^ 

told what otw'^^o* ^''^ ^.^\ ^^^^- W« ^^ ^ 
•Ota wtiat others m Cdn^ti ^\d,Wx VJaa VoJaKtvM* i*. 
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the land fled from the conflict between nattire and 
grace ; or rather, nature triumphed, and grace tuc- 
cumbed. Who does not regret to read of faithful 
Abram fleeing, as it were, from the presence of the 
Lord — retreating from his distinguished post, and 
giving the adversary occasion to speak reproachfullj 
of his religion? If Satan is allowed to buffet him, we 
cannot feel surprised ; he is already yielding to his 
suggestion, while he distrusts God in the matter of hit 
daily bread. Ah ! how unlike his great descendant, the 
afldicted Jesus. He too was exposed to hunger, but 
He knew and declared that *' man doth not hve by 
bread alone, but hy every word that proceedeth out 
of the mouth of God,'* Mat. iv. 4. Abram would 
have been spared much distress of mind, and many 
painful convictions of inconsistency had he adopted 
that sentiment. How often does it happen that the most 
experienced believers in Christ hesitate to trust their 
bountiful Father in the most trivial concerns of every- 
day life, although their faith in His everlasting promises 
ia undoubted, and their resignation to His will, under 
severe trials, most exemplary. This paradox deserves to 
be looked into, for His character must suffer if we do 
not believe that He enters with tender soUcitude into 
the consideration of our daily and hourly wants, as well 
as of our eternal welfare. We must accept in all its com - 
preheusiveness the inference which is to be drawn from 
our great Teachers announcement, that '* the very 
hairs of our head are all numbered/' Mat. x. 30. 

3. It is very remarkable that when Abram forsook 
the land of promise, and *^ was come near to enter 
into Egypt,*' whither he retired to avoid the famine in 
Canaan, the morality of the true God, whom he was 
forsaking, was laid aside, and the morality of the false 
gods, upon whose territory, as it were, he was enter- 
ing, was adopted in its stead. So infectious is the 
very atmosphere of the place where God is dishonoured. 
*' Behold now," said Abram to his wife, as they ap- 
proached the Egyptian soil, *''' I know that thou art a 
fair woman to look upon : therefore, it shall come to 
pass, when the Egyptians shall see thee, that they 
shall say. This is his wife : and they will kill me, but 
they will save ihee alive. Say, I pray thee, thou art 
my Mister. " Observe : 
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(1.) Here was a danger about to be encountered 
without God. He had been left behind. 

(2.) Here was a resource sought against the danger, 
but not in or from Him who could infalHbly supply it. 

(3.) Here is an artifice suggested to the mind of the 
patriarch which at once decides that that mind was 
not just then under the guidance of the Holy One. 

(4.) And here was a lesson of falsehood and impo- 
tition inculcated to the mind of Sarai by him who 
ought to have been her guide and director only into 
the paths of righteousness and truth. 

4. Abram's fears are fully realized on their arrival 
in Egypt. Sarai is seen and admired, and according 
to the licentious custom of such a country, she is, on 
the commendation of the Egyptian princes, taken into 
the king's house, with the view of being added to the 
number of his wives. How inconceivably painful must 
such an occurrence have been to the hearts of this 
attached pair. They were thus torn asunder, it might 
be for ever, and owing to the vigilance with which 
females, under such circumstances, are guarded, all 
means of communicating with each other were cut off. 
Abram must now have discovered how much better it 
would have been for him and his family to fall into 
the hands of the Lord in Canaan, than into the hands 
of man in Egypt, see 2 Sam. xxiv. 14, and he must 
bitterly have repented that he had consulted his own 
judgment and not asked counsel at the mouth of the 
Lord, Josh. ix. 14. He was now utterly helpless, and 
must have been, as far as he himself was concerned, 
utterly hopeless. He durst not expose his own false- 
hood, and declare that Sarai was his wife. Who would 
now believe him ? He would only have degraded him- 
self in the eyes of the Egyptians, without mending his 
case. Such is one of the direct effects of turning out 
of the obvious paths of rectitude. And Sarai, too, 
what must she not have suffered ? but she had parti- 
cipated in her husband's sin, and deserved to share 
his punishment. A wife should obey her husband 
indeed, but only in the Lord : she that did more than 
this was made amenable to the justice of an offended 
God. 

5. Pharaoh, king oiEeypl^ etv\.Te^\.^d khcam well for 
Sarai 's sake, enriching mm m\!i\ ^'^^q^^^wkA vusb^ 
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tind horses^ and men-servants, and maid-servants, and 
she-asses and camels,'* v. 16, conceiving her to he his 
sister. This, to a mind like his, must have heen verj 
painful : every addition made to hisflock or to his house, 
hold, hy the liberality of the monarch, reminded him 
of his duplicity, and must have appeared to him, as 
it really was, the wages of imposture. That he did 
not feel himself impelled to go to the man whom he 
was deceiving, and confess his fault is truly surprising, 
only that the longer confession was deferred, and the 
more of the king's property Abram had accepted 
on the false representation made, the more flagrant 
the deception would appear, and therefore the more 
reluctant Abram was to encounter the indignation of 
the king and his people. Well has it been said that 
the way of sin is down-hill — one false step induces 
many more. Falsehood is of Satan, and they who 
commit it enlist themselves in his service, and no fear 
but he will find them full employment. 

6. If God had not graciously interposed in behalf 
of His fallen servant, who can tell what Abram'« lot 
would have been ? He might have become rich and 
great in Egypt — that is, if he had flagitiously connived 
at the dishonour of his wife ; and who would undertake 
to say, that to a heart hardened through the deceit- 
fulness of sin, and gradually corrupted with riches 
and the favours of royalty, such depravity was im- 
possible ? Without the constraining grace of God, no 
extremity of wickedness or impiety is impossible to 
fallen man ; and this is just the lesson which a wise 
Father was now conveying to Abram, and through 
Abram to us. 

Jehovah, by great plagues upon Pharaoh and his 
house, makes him aware that, by retaining Sarai, he is 
coming in collision with a God of righteousness and 
judgment, whose purposes he is seeking, however un- 
wittingly, to frustrate. The Lord's people, though 
erring, are still precious in His sight — *' He will suffer 
no man to do them wrong, He will reprove even kings 
for their sakes," 1 Chron. xvi. 21. Who would not be 
a child of God ; for *' this honour have all his saints," 
Ps . cxlix. 9. 

7. The heathen king takes the believing patriarch 
to task for bia dishonest^. Ho^ tum^I m<^ l^^^\^V 
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the faithful have stood abashed before the man whom 
he had so grievously deceived and injured, and whom, 
as he now learns, he had nearly betrayed into a fearful 
crime ? ** Why saidst thou. She is my sister, so I 
might have taken her to me to wife," so that if the 
crime had been committed, Abram, by his crooked 
policy, would have been the author of it. Ah ! how 
precious is the counsel, '* Cease ye from man, whose 
breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be ac- 
counted of?'* Is. ii. 22. The man who was called the 
friend of God, can only exemplify the "exceeding 
grace of God/' 2 Cor. ix. 14, in his own case, and 
encourage u» to seek it for ourselves* We must 
neither exalt him as our head, nor follow him as our 
guide, while we adore his God and ours for his place 
in the Church as a special monument of electing love. 
Let us rejoice that the headship of the Christian Church 
belongs to Jesus, who was " holy, harmless^ unde- 
filed, separate from sinners and made higher than 
the heavens,'* Heb. vii. 26, and that the righteousness 
accounted or imputed to Abram, is offered from the 
same Divine Fountain to us, and we may appropriate 
it to ourselves by the same faith which conveyed it 
to him. 

Abram was allowed to go down into Egypt, no 
doubt that he might there be instructed in self, 
knowledge, and be the better prepared for those 
further tokens of Almighty love which he was to re. 
ceive. The remarkable parallelism between this part 
of his history aud that of his descendants the Israelites, 
is worthy of our attention. It often happens to 
God's children now, that they are suffered to identify 
themselves again with the world, that they may be 
driven back, wounded and self- condemned, to the arms 
of a long- suffering Father. 
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THE INHEBITANGE. 



^' And the Lord said unto Ahram, after that Lot was 
separated from him. Lift up now thine eyes, and look 
from the place where thou art northward, and soiUh- 
ward, and eastward, and westward : for all the land 
which thou seesty to thee will I give it, and to thy seed 
for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the 
earth : so that if a man can number the dust of the 
earth, then shall thy seed also he numbered. Arise, 
walk through the land in the length of it and in the 
breadth of it ; for I wiU give it unto thee " — Gen* 
xiii. 14 — ]7. 

An unbecoming fear of temporal want and present 
inconvenience drove Abram from the land of promise, 
and, as it were, from the presence of the Lord, into 
Egypt, a land of idolatry, and, consequently, of great 
corruption of manners; but he found no rest there : 
from the day of his arrival to that of his departure, he 
seems to have been reminded by anguish of heart that 
be had taken a false step. He was a child of God, 
and cannot be suffered wiih impunity to throw dis- 
credit on His parental love. Being expelled, as it 
were, from Egypt, with some loss of character, al- 
though with a large increase of worldly substance, and, 
we may hope, of heavenly wisdom, he feels his heart 
yearning after renewed intercourse with God. The 
hidings of a Father's countenance constitute the se- 
verest chastisement which He can inflict on His chil- 
dren's wanderings. Abram, full of riches, feels empty 
without the presence of Jehovah, and no sooner does 
he escape from Egypt than he hastens to Bethel— 
*' unto tne place of the altar which he had made there 
at the Brat, and there Abram caWed ou ^<^ \a.\£l^ ^^ 
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the Lord," v. 3, 4. How inconceivably sweet must 
have been this first act of worship after the return of 
the exile to the place of his past spiritual privileges 
and enjoyments. He knew now what it was to be 
deprived of them — '* As the hart panteth after the 
water brooks, so panted his soul after God," Ps. xlii. 
1, and he now drinks from the "Fountain of living 
waters," Jer. ii. 13, with an avidity and a relish which 
none can know but those who have been similarly 
circumstanced. 

Ah ! how little can they understand of what is truly 
satisfying amidst the ruins of a dismantled world, who 
carelessly abandon a land of churches, bibles, and fa- 
mily altars — the precious tokens of a Saviour's pre- 
sence — for some far-off settlement, where the sound 
of *' the church -going bell " is never heard — where 
no messenger of heavenly peace has yet found his 
way, and no Sabbath sanctifies the week of toil. They 
have perchance never enquired whether any provision 
for their souls was to be found there, quite contented 
with learning that it is " a land of brooks of water, 
of fountains and depths that spring out of valleys and 
hills, a land of wheat and barley and vine and fig- 
trees and pomegranates ; a land of oil-olive, and 
honey, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose 
hills they may dig brass," Deut. viii. 7 — 9, or perhaps 
gold, and therefore, a land suited to the indulgence of 
their carnal longings, however deficient it may be in 
those tokens of a Saviour God*8 presence, upon which 
their spiritual health and a provision for their ever- 
lasting future depends. Can any who call themselves 
members of the family of God become emigrants under 
such circumstances ? They may ; but if they are truly 
what they profess to be, they will be dealt with as 
Abram was : " the heaven over their heads," however 
sunny and beautiful to the eye of sense, '* shall be 
brass," and the earth that is under them, "though 
genial and exuberant beyond their most sanguine expec- 
tations, " shall be iron;" and though '* the early and the 
latter rain '' should be supplied with all regularity and 
the most fertilizing effect, " the Lord shall make the 
raia of their land powder and dust," Deut. xxviii. 24-^ 
thatiSf none of these advauXa^^STji!^ ew^«3 " the blessing 
that maketh rich," Prov.x.'i*l\X\vft^Q^'fe^ivtwvXiV^OTL 
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''shall even be as when an hungry man dreametb, 
and behold he eateth : but he awaketh and his soul 
is empty: or as when a thirsty man dreametb and 
behold he drinketh : but he awaketh and behold he 
is faint and his soul hath appetite," Is. xxix. 8, until, 
in the disappointment and distress of their souls, they 
remember themselves, and turn with weeping and 
mourning and deep humiliation of spirit to that loving 
Father whom they have treated so ungratefully, and, 
with acknowledgement of their fatal miscalculation, 
intreat Him either to lead them back to the spiritual 
enjoyments which they have so thoughtlessly thrown 
away, or mercifully to open for them a fountain in the 
wilderness, which will assuage their soul's thirst, and 
revive within them the work of other days. 

One advantage, however, it may be said, Abram de- 
rived from his visit to Egypt : he returned " very rich 
in cattle, in silver, and in gold ;" but mark how this, as 
well as every thing of earthly birth, contains within it 
the elements of pain and dissatisfaction. Hitherto 
Abram and his nephew Lot seem to have dwelt to- 
gether in the closest bonds of mutual affection and 
esteem. They had left their native Mesopotamia in 
company, determined to share each other's exile, and 
saake common cause in the troubles of the world that 
now is, and the hopes of that which is to come. For 
several years of weary wandering and waiting upon 
God they had clung together, every fresh disquietude 
in a land of strangers only drawing closer the bonds of 
a common faith, and a common kindred; they had 
left their homes probably poor, and for years they had 
dwelt together comparatively friendless ; but now they 
had both become rich, and with the attractions which 
wealth possessed, they were not likely to lack at least 
the professions of friendship and respect. How far this 
might have in time modified their feelings towards 
each other, or what difficulties it might have originated 
in the way of that perfect cordiality which had hitherto 
subsisted between them, we know^ not ; but another 
cause of disruption arose in ** a strife between the 
herdmen of Abram's cattle and the herdmen of Lot's 
cattle," which*convinced them, that however harmoni- 
ously they had pursued their way under the pressure 
of poverty and common expoaut^ \.o ^wv^^x^^'^^^- 
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calling with others of, it may be, opposite characters, 
and different, yea, and difficult tempers, it highly be- 
comes those whom the Lord has called, to magnify 
His grace by the exercise of that meekness and for- 
bearance which so distinguished Him who ** took 
upon Him the form of a servant," Phil. ii. 7 for their 
sakes, and who invites us all to learn, in this respect, 
from Him, that ** we may find rest unto our souls,'' 
Mat. xi. 29. How many families have been thrown 
into disorder since the days of Abram and Lot, by 
the rude collisions, or senseless intermeddlings of 
servants, either belonging to the same household or 
to different branches of the same family 1 What 
quarrellings, jealousies, and heartburnings have not 
the *' tatlers and busybodies of this class," speaking 
'* things which they ought not " in their " wanderings 
from house to house," 1 Tim. v. 13, inflicted on their 
employers, see Prov. xvi. 28, xxvi. 20. Surely God 
will require it of them in the great day of account. 

! my friends, if I address any whose lot it is to 
occupy a station so truly important among their fellow, 
men, beware, I beseech you, of turning the oppor- 
tunity which Grod has given you for the development 
of Christian character, as well as of domestic useful, 
ness, into one for forwarding the designs of the great 
author of mischief. It is acknowledged that you are 
either one of the greatest blessings or of the greatest 
curses of the domestic circle. Surely you would not 
wish to be regarded as the latter ; for it must argue 
that Satan has more to do with you than God. Seek, 

1 pray you, the spirit that was in Joseph, " who was 
sold for a servant," Ps..cv. 17, and who, when enticed 
to sin, uttered that noble sentiment, "How can I do 
this great wickedness and sin against God ?" Gen. 
xxxix 9. Endeavour to acquire the experience of 
" the little maid of Israel," who was able to direct her 
leprous master to '^ the prophet that was in Samaria, 
who could recover him of his leprosy," 2 Kings v. 3. 
You ought to know a greater Propliet, even Jesus, 
who can and will recover all that come to him from 
the far more loathsome leprosy of *' sin and unclean* 
neaa/* Zech. xiii. I ; and it is your high privilege ta 

apeak of His testimomea Ve^ot^Vm^^ w^^vinl to be- 
ashamed," Ps. cxix. 46. 
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4. What a golden rule is that for believers to adopt in 
their iDtercourse between themselves, and to commend 
to all others, '' Let there be no strife, I praj thee, 
between me and thee/* Here note — 

(1.) Abram felt that ''better is a dry morsel and 
quietness therewith, than an house full of sacrifices 
with strife," Prov. xvii. 1 ; and as be wisely judged, 
that '' the beginning of it is as when one letteth out 
water," verse 14, he saw that his simple duty was, 
without reference to himself or his claims, to put away 
this scandal at any cost to his own feelings. His 
object was peace — the object of all who have the spirit 
of Jesus. He came to make peace by the sacrifice of 
Himself, and it is surely acting unlike Him for us to 
allow our own feelings or fancied interests to stand in 
the way of this hallowed gift, — " Blessed are the peace- 
makers for they shall be called tho children of God," 
Mat. V. 9. 

(2.) Abram employs the most conciliating language: 
** Let there be no strife, I pray thee." He knew that 
** asoft answer turneth away wrath," Prov. xv. I ; and 
*• a soft tongue breaketh the bone," Prov. xxv. 15. 
Lot, the younger and more ardent, probably hastened 
to his uncle with a complaint of his herdmen. The 
latter saw the position of things at once, and the only 
remedy for it that could be found. In the gentlest 
language he proposes it to Lot, giving him, although 
the younger, all the advantage of a choice of situation. 
How few Christians speak and act like Abram. His 
tongue was moistened with '* the dew of Hernion," 
Ps. cxxxiii. 3. There are tongues, and those belong- 
ing to the professed disciples of the meek and lowly 
Jesus that are **set on fire of hell," James iii. 6. 

(3.) How irresistibly touching is the argument by 
which the patriarch deprecates strife, — '* For we be 
brethren." Strife, under any circumstances, is dis- 
creditable ; but strife between brethren ought not so 
much as to be named: and yet where do we proverbially 
find the fiercest struggles, the bitterest feuds, the most 
unrelenting animosities, but among brethren in blood, 
and, alas ! that I should avow it, brethren in the bonds 
of a common faith. Does it not seem that Satan finds 
a malignant pleasure in the dislikes and prejudices 
of those whom God has made one^ \iY6at^^\. vs» ^W 
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element in which he delights, hut God declares Him- 
self to be not " the author of confusion but of peace,*' 
1 Cor. xiv. 33. He has made us members one of an- 
other, that we may cultivate harmony between our- 
selves, and it should be sufficient for us to remember, 
that '* we are brethren," and brethren by His appoint- 
ment, to tranquilise every angry passion, and root up 
every germ of growing hostility. No fellow-sinner 
can make himself so distasteful to us as we have 
made ourselves to God. Yet He bears with us, and 
surely we cannot act more offensively to such a long- 
suffering Creator of us both, than not to bear with 
them. 

5. We cannot but discover the hand of God in the 
separation that took place between Abram and Lot. 
Hitherto the latter had been a member of Abram's 
family, it would appear by bis own choice ; but Abram's 
family was to be of Divine appointment. All its mem- 
bers must be provided by Him who '* called the head 
alone, and blessed him and increased him," Is. li. 2, 
and who must equally call and bless and increase them. 
There must be no appearance of hunoan will or con- 
trivance in whatever was identified with the father of 
the faithful : all must be of grace. Electing love must 
be the great principle embodied in his history ; for 
his history is to form the great standard of the Divine 
economy in the reconstruction of a lost world ; and as 
Lot, who was associated with the elect representative 
of that economy only by the ties of ordinary kindred, 
would, while remaining, disarrange God*s plan by in- 
truding the carnal element of natural relationship 
into a system intended to be supernatural, it was wisely 
ordered that a separation should take place — ^Lot pro- 
ceeding, under the care of the Most High, to exem- 
plify the sustaining and protecting grace by which be- 
lievers are attended in their individual capacity during 
their pilgrimage here ; and Abram to occupy the 
higher and more distinguished office of representing, 
in his relation to God, the character and doctrines of 
that vast community, the Church of Christ, which^ 
growing out of him, may be compared to a mighty 
river, which takes its rise in some hidden spring that 
Beads a thread-like cuTrenl doNvn. the mountain 8ide» 
aad Bows obscurely on^ co\\^c\\tv^ '\\aXt^>\\»xv^^^ 
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goes, until it gradually swells into a noble expanse of 
water which rolls on, deep and wide, towards that 
ocean which is prepared to receive it — ^it being the 
same water which trickled unnoticed from its source, 
and which now flows majestically on, bearing the 
hopes and fortunes of many peoples, and nations, and 
languages, on its bosom : thus, while the members of 
Christ's Church, from small beginnings, have grown 
into *' a multitude which no man can number," they 
must all, like Abram, their common father, be justified 
by faith alone ; and as Isaac was a child of promise and 
of supernatural birth, so now "they which are the 
children of the flesh, are not the children of God, but 
the children of promise are counted for the seed^" 
Hom. ix. 8, being " born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God," 
John i. 13. '* Now, we brethren, as Isaac was, are 
the children of promise," Gal. iv. 28 ; and thus it is 
that we become the children of God. But who are 
**we?'* They who are ** walking in the steps of that faith 
of our father Abraham," Rom. iv. 12, which he had when 
he abandoned his all at God's bidding, and became a 
wanderer *' in hope of eternal life, which God, that can- 
not lie, promised before the world began," Titus i. 2. 

And now that Lot was gone, and Abram stood the 
alone head of his family and household, God appeared 
to him for the third time, and said to him, ** Lift up 
now thine eyes and look from the place where thou 
art, northward and southward, and eastward and west- 
ward : for all the land which thou seest, to thee will 
I give it, and to thy seed for ever," &c. In reference 
to this third appearance of Jehovah to the patriarch, 
it is to be observed : 

1 . That the Divine communications became more 
full and explicit as they were repeated. The first, 
which seems to have been made in Mesopotamia, 
promised to Abram a large posterity, the reversal of 
the curse, or free justification, earthly distinction, and 
the conveyance of the blessings of grace to others. 
At the second, Canaan was promised to his posterity ; 
but on this third occasion, the purposes of the Al- 
mighty are, disclosed with a freeness which leaves 
little intelligence regarding them to be yet conveyed. 

2. It doubtless cheered ihe ^a\.t\M:ODk^ Y^^xsa^n^ 
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for him to know that the land in which he hhnsdf was 
a stranger should be the property of his descendants. 
In the first place, though he was now childless, there 
was in the promise a pl£un intimation that he should 
not always remain so : and this, however irreconcilable 
such a promise was with the known laws of nature, 
must have been to him a source of real satisfaction. 
Then, although he himself was pn alien and a wanderer,, 
he must have derived no little consolation from the 
assurance that the very soil which he trod should be 
the exclusive possession of those who would come after 
him ; and had he no other grounds of pleasing antici. 
patiou than these, he would doubtless have considered 
himself well compensated for all the sacrifices he had 
made, and the trials he endured. But — 

3. A very important addition is now made to these i 
lie is promised possession of the land for himself, as. 
well as for his posterity — " All the land that thou, 
seest, to thee will I give it aud to thy seed for ever." 
Heretofore it is probable that he did not expect any 
personal interest in Canaan ; but now, although, as. 
we are expressly told, '* the Canaanite and the Periz- 
zite dwelt then in the land,'' he is taught that he shall 
possess it, by which,, of course, he must have under., 
stood that it should be transferred from its present 
proprietors to him. Probably it was with the gracious 
object of removing all doubt from his mind that the 
Divine Granter of the property desires him to survey 
it in its length and breadth, to satisfy himself of 
the reality of the grant, and that He twice assures 
him of his own individual interest in it ; *' To thee will 
I give it,'* and again, more emphatically, *' walk 
through the land in the length of it, and in the breadth 
of it; for I will give it unto thee :" from which plain 
and explicit language we must collect the fact, that 
there was some sense in which the land of Canaan 
would come into the possession of Abram himself as 
well as into that of his descendants. 

4. If now we turn to the testimony which the Holy 
Spirit has given us in the New Testament as to the 
purposes of God in this matter, we shall find that the^ 
^rant to Abram himself is to be considered a bona 

Jide transaction, and must not be confounded with 
that to bU seed ; and— 
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(1.) The protomartyr, Stephen, in his speech be- 
fore the Jewish Sanhedrim, especialy refers to this 
grant to Abram. He says, " God gave him none 
inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his foot 
on, yet He promised that He would give it to him 
for a possession, and to his seed after him," Acts vii. 
5. Is it not manifest that the inspired speaker in- 
tended to draw a contrast between possession and ex- 
pectation ? That Abraham did not possess the land 
during his earthly pilgrimage his hearers were fully 
aware, and, therefore, there was no use in drawing their 
attention to it, unless to serve some special purpose. 
Now, what was that purpose ? Clearly to remind them 
of the fact, that an express promise of possession had 
been given to the patriarch, and that that promise was 
yet unfulfilled. In that view, his reference to the non- 
possession of the land by Abraham in his life-time, had 
an obvious and a forcible bearing on the subject-matter 
of his address, otherwise it is difficult to discover why 
it was introduced at all, especially in connexion with 
the promise, the point on which it is evident he wishes 
to insist. 

(2.) In the epistle to the Hebrews, Abraham's title 
to Canaan is treated with equal clearness. We are 
there told, " By faith Abraham, when he was called to 
go out unto a place which he should after receive for 
an inheritance, obeyed," Heb. xi. 8. Here the 
apostle treats the fact of Abraham's personal interest 
in Canaan as a matter of which there was no question. 
The place or country, he tells us, to which the patriarch 
was called was already allotted to him in the Divine 
counsels. He was to receive it ; such was the design 
of Him who called him — ^it was to be his inheritance, 
and therefore he was called to occupy it. The word 
*' after," would imply that, though his inheritance was 
marked out for him, and intimation given him that it was 
to be his, yet some time must elapse before he was put 
in actual possession. So far, therefore, we are re- 
lieved of the difficulty which might arise from the cir- 
cumstance of the promise not having been fulfilled 
up to the period of his departure from earth. The 
promise was all that was designed for him then — the 
fulfilment of it was equally designed to come " «.Ct«t " 

(3.) Furthermore, the apoat\e alaX^^ >Xi^\. ^^x^wa.^ 
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'*bj faith, sojourned in the land of promise as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise,*' 
V. 9, where there are two things to be specially noted — 
1. That Abraham's dwelling in the land of promise as 
in a strange country is spoken of as an exercise of his 
faith, by which we understand that he was con- 
tent to be a stranger in that land in its present state, 
because he believed that it would be his own under 
a better constitution of things, and for the arrival of 
that he was content to wait ; and 2. His son and grand- 
son, Isaac and Jacob, are associated with him as ** heirs 
of the same promise *' — a promise, whatever it was, 
which they could not share with him, if he had no 
part in it himself; and, indeed, as regards the actual 
possession of the land, Isaac and Jacob had as little 
to boast of as Abraham. They, too, during their earthly 
existence, were strangers and pilgrims, although de- 
clared to be fellow.heirs with him of the promise, and 
of that promise we have no account, unless it referred 
to the gift of Canaan, with which the apostle evi- 
dently connects it. 

(4.; But to make this view more evident, we 
have the apostle accounting for the patience and 
resignation of the patriarch while '^ sojourning in 
the land of promise as in a strange country/' 
** For," he adds, " he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God," v. 
10 — that is, say the commentators, "Abraham ex- 
pected Canaan for his posterity and a mansion in 
heaven for himself," but regarding such a distinction 
in the object of expectation the word of God is en- 
tirely silent ; and as regards a mansion in heaven, in the 
sense in which that is commonly understood, we have 
not one word of it in the promise made to Abraham, 
and, therefore, when we are told of something which he 
looked for» and that too by faith, we lose altogether 
the benefit of his example, which consisted in his be- 
lieving God, if we go beyond the record of the actual 
promise, which, under the circumstances in which 
Abraham was placed, presented difficulties that might 
well try his faith, but which, to his enlightened mind, 
vanished before the word ot ati omnv^oteut God. 
(5. ) But the apoatle \a E^\i mox^ «^\vsv\. >rft«^ 
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speaking of all the saints of the olden time, who *^ died 
in faith/* ** These all," he says, " died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen them 
afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims in the earth, for they that say such things 
declare plainly that they seek a country, and truly if 
they had been mindful of that country from whence 
they came out, they might have had opportunity to 
have returned, but now they desire a better country, 
that is an heavenly, wherefore God is not ashamed to 
be called their God ; for He hath prepared for them a 
city,** verses 13 — 16\ 

Now, can anything be clearer than that these saints 
had received promises of good things which they 
might have enjoyed in their lifetime but did not; and 
yet that they, notwithstanding their privation for the 
present of their allotted portion, continued to believe 
in the promises (and for this they are distinguished in 
the history of their times), and to realise, as it were, the 
present possession of the things promised: contem- 
plating them with the eye of faith, and laying hold of 
them with the hand of inspired conviction, acknow- 
ledging, with entire satisfaction and full contentment, 
that as regarded the present fallen course of things, 
they, while heirs of a rich inheritance, were but aliens 
and sojourners in the very land in which all their 
future hopes were centred? Of course, everything 
here depends on the meaning to be attached to the 
word '* promises.** If we are to understand by it 
certain blessings which they were to enjoy in their 
disembodied state after the departure of their spirits 
from their bodies, then we must only say that, as far 
as the land of Canaan was concerned, it was not to 
them *' the land of promise,*' and yet it is not only 
called so in a passage already quoted, but Paul, in 
another epistle, says that '* God gave the inheritance 
to Abraham by promise,** Gal. iii. 18; and Stephen, 
referring to both the inheritance and the promise, and 
speaking to the Jews of the very land in which they 
then dwelt, said, that though God had not given Abra- 
ham any ** inheritance *' in it, yet He promised " that 
He would give it to him for a posBesaVoxi) «xA \.c^^\% 
Meed after him," If the ultimate pos^eftsvoxi oi ^^xvaaxi 
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then was not one of the promises, hoth Stephen and 
Paul must have reasoned from very mistaken premises. 
Mark the further development of the apostle's ar« 
gument — " For they that say such things, plainly de- 
clare that they seek a country," that is, they who call 
themselves foreigners and unsettled wanderera, are 
manifestly in quest of a country which they can call 
their own, and wherein they may abide. Thus, the 
confession of the old saints that they were not at home, 
indicated that they were not content to share Canaan 
with the Perizzites and Canaanites, and, moreover, 
that they expected and looked, according to God's 
promise, for a country which should be their own, 
and into which nothing contrary to their faith or in- 
terests should enter. How was their expectation 
formed ? Manifestly by their belief of the promise — 
the promise given to Abraham, in which all those who 
partook of his faith had a share ; and I have shewn 
that there was no promise of a country to Abraham but 
that which referred to Canaan, which he was required 
both to examine and walk through, that he might 
have every sensible evidence that it was the very 
territory which God intended as his inheritance and 
that of his posterity. 

Again, we are informed that Abraham and his suc- 
cessors in the enjoyment of the promise might have 
found opportunity to return to the country of their 
ancestors, "from whence they had come out,'* had 
they been so minded, and if the promise referred 
merely to a state after death, there would appear no 
reason why they should not, or indeed, why they had 
been brought into the land of Canaan at all ; but the 
apostle evidently intends to exemplify the steadfastness 
with which they clung, in spite of all discourage- 
ments, to the hopes which God had awakened, by 
reminding us that they did not return to their own 
land, but kept fast hold of the soil which they knew 
would at one time or other be theirs, which was now 
consecrated to God's purposes, and would yet be 
more abundantly hallowed by the manifestation of His 
love in Christ, and afterwards by the triumph and en- 
tbronement of a divine Redeemer. This was ^* the 
better country, that is, l\ie VxeoveulY^" which thej 
looked for, simply becaxiae tVi^^ \iaA \i^^\3L Vl^'qj^ 
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from their own to see it as God's provision for them^ 
and they learned to love and long for it as His gift 
and the place of His tabernacle among them, Ps. 
Ixxvi. 2. 

A gracious and considerate God had brought His 
people out of their own land into one which was not yet 
their own, and this for the purpose of making them 
His people ; but so bountiful a Father and provider 
will never suflfer those who choose Him for their por- 
tion to b e losers by so doing. His purpose in inviting 
the objects of His love to trust in Him is that they 
may enjoy the riches of his favour, and it is with the 
intention of setting this fact before us that the apostle 
adds, " Wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God, for he has prepared for them a city" — as 
much as to say, in making them His people, he has 
acted in perfect consistency with all His beneficent 
dealings, for He has provided for them a city of habi- 
tation worthy of the love which He has set upon 
them, and in lieu of the homes from which He removed 
them ; and though He allowed them to pass the time 
of their sojourn here in a state of exile and discomfort, 
yet He taught them to *' look for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God," and 
having made sure provision for their ultimate enjoy- 
ment of it, He challenges the world to arraign his 
conduct towards the objects of His love. He knows 
Himself what He has done for them, and the whole 
universe shall know it with wonder and admiration in 
the day that Jesus comes to ** make up his jewels," 
Mai. iii. 17. 

5. We are reminded by the sentiment just quoted— 
"God is not ashamed to be called their God" — that 
He afterwards called Himself ** the God of Abraham^ 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob," Ex. iii. 6, 
which title assumes a character of the deepest moment 
when viewed in the noon-day light which the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the great exponent of all Scripture, has 
shed around it. We remember that on one occasion 
the Sadducees, who asserted, as the prominent article 
of their creed, ** that there is no resurrection," Mat. 
xxii. 23, proposed to our Lord, who, they knew, 
preached the opposite doctrine, a caae, «k& iV^e^ wsc^- 
posed, of insuperable difl&culty, on tVie sw^^o^vNao^s. q»"1 



ABRAHAM. 

a resurrection from the dead. It was that of a woman 
who had married successively seven brethren, and who 
would, on her and their rising again, be possibly 
claimed by each of her former partners, without being 
able to decide to which of them she should belong. 
Our Lord, after declaring that their notions on the 
subject which they had broached proceeded from their 
ignorance of God and His word, undertook to combat 
their false doctrine on the point of a resurrection from 
the dead ; *' but,*' said He, ** as touching the resur- 
rection of the dead, have ye not read that which was 
spoken to you by God, saying, I am the God of Abra- 
ham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob ? 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living," 
Mat. xxii. 31, 32. 

This opens up a view of the interest which the holy 
patriarchs have in God, which, it is probable, without 
such help we should not discover. We have seen that 
while they were yet on earth they were called to be 
God's people, and He called Himself their God in re- 
spect to the city which He had prepared for them, and 
promised to them. Of such a city we have no account 
in the Old Testament, unless it is included in the pro- 
mise of Canaan, which it undoubtedly is, or the apostle 
would not refer to it as a revealed fact. But that city 
or country was promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
while they were yet in the flesh — in fact, to these per- 
sons themselves, and not to their disembodied spirits, 
and as they died, as we know, without ^''having re- 
ceived the promise," their all.wise Father, to shew 
that He had neither forgotten nor repented of His 
promise, calls Himself, centuries after, their God, in 
respect, says our Lord (and His exposition will not be 
questioned) to the resurrection of these pilgrim fathers, 
and to their bodily enjoyment of the city which He 
had prepared for them. *' He is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living," said the Redeemer, implying 
that they only ** slept in Jesus," but were as fuUy alive in 
the sight of that great Being with whom there is neither 
past nor future, as when He conversed with them in 
tl^eir pilgrimage state, '* He is not ashamed to be called 
their God^'* adds St. Paul, ** for He hath prepared for 
tbem a city.** He has made a ^toNVsv^tk \Qt them in 
l/iat " goodly mountam," De\it/\\\.*l^>Hi>QftX'& 
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of fat things is to be made unto all people, in that daj 
when He shall swallow up death in victory, and wipe 
away tears from ofif all faces,** Is. xxv. 6, 8. 

In this view, how clear and consolatory to us is the 
language with which the eleventh chapter of the epistle 
to the Hebrews closes, ** And these all, having received 
a good report through faith, received not the promise : 
God having provided (or foreseen, marginal read- 
ing) some better thing for us, that they without us 
should not be made perfect.*' All the Old Testa- 
ment worthies, as well as Abraham and his imme- 
diate descendants, saw the promises afar off, '* and 
were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth,*' see Lev. xxv. 23; Ps. xxxix. 12; cxix. 19. 
They were Israelites, and they lived and died in the 
faith of the promises, while we Gentiles knew nothing 
of their present hopes and future prospects, because 
we had not yet been called out of darkness into God's 
light, therefore they received not the good things pro- 
vided for them, and it was determined in the counsels 
of Him who is the God of the Gentile as well as of the 
Jew, Rom. iii. 29, that they should not until we were 
in a condition to be associated with them in the in- 
heritance, — that is, until a spiritual seed should be 
born to Abraham by the preaching of the gospel of 
Jesus, from among the Gentiles as well as from among 
the Jews ; God having mercifully foreseen something 
that was better for us than bestowing upon the Jewish 
remnant immediate possession of the heavenly Canaan 
to the exclusion of all His other creatures, without 
giving them an opportunity similar to that which the 
chosen nation had enjoyed, of embracing the redemp- 
tion which is in Christ Jesus. 

In this view of the case, how incalculably important 
is it, my friends, that we who have fully as much in- 
terest as the natural descendants of Abraham in the 
promises made to him, should study with earnest at- 
tention the true character of these promises. They 
would appear to be principally these three: 1. A 
future inheritance in the earth ; 2. The multiplication 
of Abraham's spiritual seed ; 3. Justification by faith 
in the Lord Jesus, who was " made o£a v<ioT!Ci«Ck^\ft».^^ 
under the law/* and sent forth ** lo ledeeoi xXiftift. >^%X 
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were under under the law, that they might receive 
the adoption of sons," Gal. iv. 4, 5, not ''through 
the law, but through the righteousness of faith," Rom. 
iv. 1 3, precisely as Abraham, who is the father of all 
believers, had done. It is manifest that all the spiri. 
tual children of Abraham have an interest in these 
promises — in the first, because they have, as they 
know, no continuing city here, but it is their privilege 
to *' seek one to come,*' Heb. xiii. 14; and surely, my 
friends, whatever be our own notions of our Father's 
provision for us, we shall readily submit our judg- 
ment in the matter to Him who is both able and will- 
ing to do for us ^'exceeding abundantly above all 
that we can ask or think," Eph. ill. 20 ; in the second, 
inasmuch as we, believing Gentiles, love the Eedeemer 
with equal affection as the believing Jews, and equally 
desire that " a seed should serve Him," Ps. xxii. 30; 
and the more numerous that seed is, the more heartily 
shall we rejoice for His sake to whom the glory of 
their new birth shall eternally belong, and for theirs 
also who '' shall be blessed in Him," Ps. Ixxii. 17, 
and who shall enhance our blessedness by sharing in 
the praises of our Divine Head; and in the third, 
which is the only source of peace with God to either 
Jew or Gentile, for the heirship ** is of faith that it 
might be by grace, to the end the promise might be 
sure to all the seed, not to that only which is of the 
law (the Jews), but to that also which is of the faith 
of Abraham, who is the father of us aU," both Jews 
and Gentiles, Rom. iv. 16. 

It naturally appears to many minds, that when God 
gave Abraham the promise of an eternal inheritance, 
He could not mean an earthly one, or one at all con- 
nected with earth; and they who think this, when 
pressed with the fact of Canaan being actually named, 
and measurement taken of it as the very possession 
promised, find no way of escape from the obvious 
difficulty, but by what is called spiritualising the whole 
account of the promise and its object, declaring that 
Canaan means heaven, and the inheritance a mansion 
in the skies. But why do this ? Is there anything so 
impoaaible in the fulfilment of Jehovah's literal pro- 
mise, that Abraham, raised {torn vVv^ d^^d with hia 
spiritual, incorruptible, and g\oi\o\3A\i^d^ A^^'^-^p^* 
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42-— 44, should actually occupy the land of promise 
renewed and beautified for his and his spuitual de- 
scendants* reception ? Is there anything impossible 
in the fact of a new earth, of which Canaan should 
continue to form an interesting and distinguished 
part, being occupied by a renewed Gentile family 
gathered from the ruins of the old world, and con- 
formed to the image of Jesus their Immanuel and 
King ? If this should appear, at first view, startling or 
distasteful to us, must it necessarily be on that account 
excluded from the counsels of the Most High ? On 
the contrary, perhaps, we shall discover, from a 
prayerful and unprejudiced examination of the sacred 
oracles, that this is the very design which the God of 
Abraham has been revealing to man from the first, 
and as, upon our Lord's authority, we find that He 
claims that title only on the ground of Abraham's 
resurrection from the dead, we may possibly be led to 
see that all His purposes in Christ for man's future 
restoration, are based solely on the triiunph of the 
Kedeemer over death, exemplified by His own resur- 
rection, and to be consummated in the resurrection of 
all them that are His. 

And now, my friends, is it necessary for me, in con- 
clusion, to ask you why is Abraham called the father 
of the faithful ? or rather, why are believers in Christ 
styled the children of this patriarch in particular ? 
You know it is, as I have already said — first, because 
our Heavenly Father chose to exemplify in him His 
own exercise of fr6e grace, and its effects in the case 
of all the saved ; and, secondly, because all who are 
'^ called to be saints" must possess and exhibit in their 
relation to God and to the world the spirit of Abraham. 
He believed God and acted upon that belief, to the 
abandonment of home, relatives, friends, and worldly 
prospects, and in the full persuasion of **an inherit, 
ance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away," 1 Pet. i. 4, to be redeemed for, and restored 
to Him and His children in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
He was content to wander without a settled habitation, 
from place to place throughout the promised land, 
setting up his altars of praise and consecration wherever 
he came, and at length to die not having received 
the promise, but in the £u\\ aasux^a^^ o^ ^ ^<stvssiSk 
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resurrection, and the fulfilment of all the enjoyments 
of a covenant God. 

If we are God's children by faith in Christ Jesus, 
here is our history too. To us also '* are given great 
and precious promises," 2 Pet. i. 4, and these relate 
partly to ** the life that now is," and also to *' that which 
is to come," 1 Tim. iv. 8. We can believe that '* all 
things are ours,'* 1 Cor. iii. 22. Yet are we not of 
the world, even as Christ was not, John xvii. 16, 
*' therefore the world knoweth us not because it 
knew him not,** 1 John iii. 1 ; consequently we are 
strangers and foreigners in this present state of 
things, yet believing with full persuasion that *' our 
light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
fflory,** 2 Cor. iv. 17. We feel that " being justified 
hj faith we have peace with God,** Rom. v. 1. 
and we know that *' when the Chief Shepherd shall 
appear we shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away,** 1 Pet. v. 4. 0, the blessedness and the 
power of this double bestowment! — peace now, and 
the inheritance hereafter ; it sustained Abraham and 
all the old saints under their afflictions — it armed them 
with ** the whole armour of God,** Ep. vi. 11 — it made 
them more than conquerors in many a hard-fought 
field of spiritual warfare, and is it less effective now ? 
God forbid! No, it is written, "they which are of 
faith are blessed with faithful Abraham,** Gal. iii. 9. 
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